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C 
onferences are usually a time 
v;hen people can get together 
and have some fun and ex-

change Information. The Royal Ar­
chitectual Institute of Canada's An­
nual Assembly In Winnipeg (May 
29-June 21 was Indeed an enjoyable 
social trip for the students attending, 
but of more 1mportance was the 
understaodmg that they took home 
with them when the conference was 
over. The conference provided an ex­
cellent opportunity for students to ge• 
togethef and talk oo,;er Issues ttla~ were 
of a common concern. 11 was reassur· 
ing to d1scover that all the students 
have s m1Jar problems, regardless of 
tile school they attend, and it was in· 
tefesting to see how students from the 
d flerent schools approached these 
problems 

One Issue that was of concern was the 
lack of communication that exists bet· 
ween the schools. This Jack of corn· 
munlcation results in students not 
understanding how other schools func· 
t1on, possibly creatmg a somewhat 
narrow-minded and opinionated view 
within any given schOol. Discussions 
about the problem brought about sug­
gestions on possible methods of ex· 
change of Ideas and works between 
the schOOls lt was generally accepted 
that a good med urn for exchange 
would be an exhibit or the ten Schools' 
works that would travel betv.een the 
Schools. This exhibitiOn would in· 
crease awareness about what is hap· 
penlng With student architecture In 
canada. The display of student work 
that was assembled for the 1982 RAIC 
Conference was a well represented 
sample of the ten Schools work, so it 
was suggested that lt be used as the 
travelling e)(hlbitlon. Plans for such an 
exhibition are now proceeding. 

The exchange of student works s a 
very necessary occurence yet 
students also realized the importance 
of a more Immediate channel to get 
their ideas out to other students and to 
the profession. THE FIFTH COLUMN 
provides such a channel, and students 
seemed optimistic about this journal. 
THE FIFTH COLUMN provides the 
medium through which students can 
get their ideas out to others. rather 
than restricting these ideas to the 
rather narrow aud1ence of the r school. 
The Injection of new materia into THE 
FIFTH COLUMN from students across 
Canada has significant potential, for 1t 
i s by such exposure that Ideas can be 
tested aod cnticlsm voiced. Dunng 
d1scusslons we realized that there are 
not enough students utilizing this 
channel of communication yet one can 
only hope that this problem arises 
from a lack of awareness rather than 
from student apathy. From my obser· 
vatlons at these meetings, I believe 
that students do want to voice their 
ideas and exchange Information. The 
use of THE FIFTH COLUMN for this 
purpose must be encouraged. 
Communication among students is 
very Important, and during the con­
ference there were many round-table 
dtscussions that resulted in many pro· 
blems being more well understood. The 
social events were a!so Important as 
they allowed us to get to know one 
another without the barriers that seem 
to exist In more formal meetings. 
Another Instrument of communication, 
and one that I think is extremely impor­
tant to students, IS the profession's 
liaison wlth our student group. My im­
pressions of the student-profession 
relationship was ~ery positive. This 
relationship, at the conference, ranged 
from Interaction at meetings to lnfor· 
mallon functions. The student tour of 
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St. Bonlface and Paroisse du Precieux 
Sang by Et1enne Gaboury was a good 
example of Informal communication. l 
believe I am speaking for all the 
students Involved, in saying that this 
trip was most Interesting and lnfor· 
matrve. Students can benefit greatly 
through the experience and involve­
ment of dedicated architects such as 
Etlenne. 

The RAIC Student Competition (Rail 
Car Design) was another issue review· 
ed at the meetings. lt was thought that 
the submissions were too technical 
with little creat1v1ty Involved. Perhaps 
this technical interpretation was the 
result of a program which did not pro­
mote freedom In thinking, or possibly it 
was due to the technical aspect of the 
subject Itself. The graphically 
technical layout of the program 
booklet may also have contributed to 
this lack of creative expression. The 
RAIC Student Competition provides an 
opportunity for students to get lnvolv· 
ed with architecture on a national 
scale. 11 provides a chance for 
students to work on a common pro· 
blem, and through this to learn about 
and from others. This competition was 
a first , and as such was open to a 
myriad of problems. Given the 
obstacles I must commend Keith Ben­
)amln of the University of Calgary for 
such a professional job In his organiz· 
ing the competition. In Keith's discus­
sions with the other students it was 
decided that what should be presented 
In upcoming competitions should be a 
less structured program, perhaps as 
simple as a one·llne statement of the 
subject. A nalloilal competition, 
although concerned with technical 
ability should place as most Important 
the e~presslon of students' creative 
thought In problem-solving. 



The most emotional issue of the con­
ference was the Washington Chancery 
commission award that had recently 
gone to Arthur Erlckson. Students ex­
pressed their deep concern on this 
Issue, and at tfle RAIC General 
Meeting voiced this concern to the 
members of the profession. The 
students were disillusioned with the 
Government's decision which bypass­
ed the competition selection process. 
The students felt that the competition 
process is a fair one, and given the 
many competent architects In Canada 
this process was certainly viable. lt 
was stressed that Erickson was once a 
student of architecture, and as 
students we are taught that we must 
work together as a profession, abiding 
by the rules and conventions of the 
profession. Arthur Erlckson has been 
an Inspiration to students through his 
architecture, and Ills disappointing to 
see this political event having a 
negative effect on such feelings. it 
seemed, and was assuring , that the 
profession at the assembly was not 
condemning Erlckson as an architect, 
but was questioning the system that 
would allow such an obvious lack of 
fairness to occur. 

The Design Charette which took place 
during the conference was a good 
Idea, yet 11 did not benefit participants 
as it could have. The architects Involv­
ed took a very pragmatic approach to 
the various sites. lt seems that this 
charette (one-half day) was a chance to 
have a little Imagination and show 
some creative spark. it should be the 
Idea brought forward that Is Important , 
yet the entries all seemed to lack lm· 
aglnation · getting tied down Instead 
with details unnecessary In the 
charette process. For the students the 

situation was not that Inspiring or 
educational. For a number of reasons, 
Including the overly commercial ap­
proach taken by many of the team 
leaders, student participation was 
stifled. I do not think that any student 
had expected the job allocations that 
occurred in some of the charettes . 
What should have happened Is student 
Involvement in design decisions, with 
coordination from the team leaders. I 
must credit Norman Hoston of Van· 
couver for giving the students on his 
team the chance to be involved in the 
design process. These students were 
encouraged to explore a variation 
of the theme · which resulted in an In· 
terestlng and somewhat comical ap­
proach to the site problem. In future 
charettes I think that all the team par· 
tlclpants should work together to come 
up with designs that approach the pro­
blems In new and exciting ways. The 
charettes are a good Idea, and if pro· 
perly organized and carried out will 
benefit all those Involved. lt is the 
chance to work together and share 
ideas that makes the RAIC Assembly 
worth attending. 
A very Important topic during students' 
discussions was RAIC student 
membership. The strength of students 
of architecture In Canada is growing · 
lt seems more and more students are 
getting Involved In both their education 
and their profession. Through the stu· 
dent membership program of the RAIC 
students are benefitting '" a number of 
ways Students receive an RAIC 
membership card and cert ificate, as 
well as RAIC newsletters, student 
bulletins, THE FIFTH COLUMN Stu· 
dent Journal of Architecture, and free 
reg istration In the national competl· 
lion. More Important though, Is the 
communication potent ial that RAIC 
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membership provides. Through 
regional representation, students from 
the ten Schools of architecture can get 
Information to each other and to the 
profession. The RAIC respects the 
students' input, and places the student 
program high on Its list of priorities. 
The RAIC has given the students a 
voice on Issues through the voting 
position of Student Councillor, the na· 
tlonal president of the RAIC Student 
Program. The Input through the Stu· 
dent Councillor is extremely important, 
and on behalf of the students of ar· 
chitecture in Canada I must thank 
Stefan Wlsnlowski (McGlll Universi ty) 
for his time and efforts as Past S1udent 
Counci llor, and wish the best of luck to 
Ellse Brault (Un iversit6 de Montr6al) In 
her role as Student Councillor for the 
coming year 

I must express my satisfaction with 
the way the student program Is pro· 
gresslng. The student meetings went 
very well, with Important communica­
tion of Ideas and concerns occurring. 
The student voice at the RAIC General 
Meeting was Impressive, and I am 
pleased to have seen the interest and 
encouragement of the profession In 
student input and interaction W1th the 
cont inuing growth of participation in 
the RAIC by students of architecture 
we can benefi t not only ourselves as 
students but also the profession and 
the architecture in Canada. The lmpor· 
tance of student mvolvement In the 
RAIC cannot be underestimated. 

Brlan R. Sine/a ir IS a student at the 
Department of Enwronmental Studies 
at the Universi ty of Cafgary and 
Regtonaf Editor of THE FIFTH COL· 
UMN. 
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