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UrJmnlnf f•om /111' ~•/Jirmbfl 7. I 9t> /l(Wr of The .\lanchest1r 
Guardran. 'l '', ol till' publication of a compktd' rt'' 1 cd edition 
ol n.~m,tcJ Fktchcr· HIIIOl) of J,c/utrr/uu 1111 t/11 Compma,.t'f 

,\lltlwd\\111 haH· hrou~ht a pang of emotion LO the heart ofe\
cn one in the ErH~h,h-,peaking \\ orld '' ho has eH·r been 
tallc.:d u:)()n to ~tud~ architeCLure--e peciall} 1f 1t \\a to pas~ 
an l'xam. For }Car-. it ha been the hand} reference boo!. of 
C\Cr\ 'erious 'tudcm and the last refuge or e\Cr\ dullard. It~ 
authoril\ J.a, been accepted-thou~h ,,ith decrea'iing en
thu~ia,m on the pan of the more enlightened-for genera
tron,, and indt•t·d it ha, been in u-.e for . o long that ih origin 
rune become in tenain re peeL~ forgouen or ob cured. Who 
rt·ahzt•, toda\. for ex<~mple thatJt \\a not the worJ.; of a 'ingle 
author, but (perhap like the /lrad) \\'3 original!\ "riuen b\' 
'''o rnt•n '' ith tht· 'a me name: For in fact the principal author 
of thl' fu 't t:dition wa not the future Km~ht Bachelor. Ofii
u:r of the Ordc:r of the Legion of Honor. Commander of the 
Ordtr ()( l.N1pold 11 of Bclgmm. Commander of the Order of 
'J a-O.,hCJu C.hi.1-Ho of China.( ir Bam'>Ler \en propcrh hm
lll'O hun~t·ll to h'c Order ). but h1~ father. the Profc·s'>or of 
\rduu:ctun· and Con .. truClion at Kmg\ Colk·ge. London. 

. , he la11e1 '~ n<nne ''a" unostentauousl~ dropped a' soon a') 
the lurmc·r arhlt'' c·d a knighthood (a\\arded 111 1919 in recog
nlllon of tht· fau that he: was the '>enior herifl of London in 
the H:ar the armi,tice "·a~ signed). and doubtlt'\!> quite 
nghth, fm OJiHJ\ modifications ''er<.- made by the -.on after 
}u, fatht·r·~ death. But the general organi7ation of the ll''<l rc
mallled wu: h.m~t·d . and there i~ good rea'>on for belie' ing 
th.tt tlu Ilia\ hctH' bc·en the older man·, idc:a. 

llt•for e c·-..pl.tining "h' thj<, a<,,umption can be made, .tnd 
bdorc· d1" lh in~ t·uhcr the important nwdification'> incor
poratt·d durmg lm \on·-. lifetime, or the lt''>Uh'> of Proft·'> or 
R. \ . C:ordinglc·' ·.,ne" and careful rc\i,ion, 11 ''ill bc· a~pro
pri,uc· to cli'>tingui'h tht' thre<.- types of general hi,tol\ of <H

dntc•ctuH· '' h1C h 't·ern gcn<.-rall~ po"iblc. Fir'>! I). tht·r<.· I'> the 
1\JW lllO\t IOilllllOII in tht' nineteenth CCIILUr\ , but \1111 O(c·a

"illll<llh produn•d toda\ (a., for cxamplc· ~1gfnc:d (,lcchcm·, 
Spocr, lrmr and . frduttrlu"•). "hich i'> in'>plrt·cl In tht dl'>till< 
tnt•&la.-on of . rdu~t•c un<.- it' author .,N·k~ to propagatt·, and 
''huh thu .. «m riru1t· "hat the Frt·n<h "cmld <<~11 an /usltml'rr 
llrnr St•c onclh. rhc·J c 1 rht· t\ pc-be'>t c:xc:mplif•c·d b~ Loui' 

10 J I C 

HaUlecoeur'!> monumental mne-,olume hi to~ of French 
cla . JCal archuecture-v' hl(h nught be de!.cribed a cnn
clopaedic; a book'' hiCh con tarn~ a number of critical obsel
\'allons and a e!> mcuu •. bu t auns primarily at collating and 
dis ecting a~ manv bUilding · a~ pos~ibl e. so as to classify 
them , like biological specimens, into various specie~ or 
group . Th1rdh, there i~ the type best exemplified b\ iko
lau Pevsner' Outl111r of EUJopran. hclntuture; a book m "hich 
the text is criucal '' ithoul being doctnnaire or opinionated: 
discursn e. though none the le preo~e and factual: and 
where examples and lllu,trauon~ are m general restricted LO 

buildings which Illustrate the mtroduction or de,·elopment of 
pecific architectural •deal\ I hr~ 1 the mo t readable J.md. 

and perhaps the onh kind ''h1ch l'i vndeh recommendable a'> 
a means of comprehemi\'ely, obJCClJ\ eh and thoughtlulh 
tud,ing the topic; but the other ''"0 are both im aluable and 

indeed e :.enual in their own \\ av, provided the books an: 
proper!~ used. 

As first produced in 1896. the llulot) of .lrchllrctwr 011 thr 
Comparatwr .\lethod clear I) belonged 10 the first type. The pat
tern on which it "as based wa-. unquestionably intended 10 

reinforce the mJd-ninC'll'Cnth centurv thCOJ) known a., " Ra
tionalism," and thus lh for m "a-. most likelv due 10 Banl\tl'l 
Fletcher '>en1o1 (\dlO "a" H'r\ much 1mohed with blllld1ng 
con,truction and ""' fi:n mam \l'<lr\ a d"tnct sur.c,ol'}. 
rather than to hi;; son. fill'> Rauonall.,1 < haracter I'> t:\ldent 
from the title alone. fm Lht• 1dca of .1 <ornparative hl'ltOJ\ of 
architecture (analag<HI'> to thO'><' 'iiUdH:'> in comparaiiH' 
anarom~ "hi< h had hct·n Ill ad<· ea rh m the nmetec:nth < <.·n
LUr~ by biologr'>t'> '>uch a\ Cu\ JtT) had long been the dream of 
tho'e " ·ho demandc:d a rl<'\\ aH hut·(( m<· ba'>ed o n log1<.1l .111d 
up-to-datt· <Oll'>lrurllon. and \\d' ont· of tht• ftrst rn.uuf<·,l.l
llon<. of the 1dc:a of ard11tt'< tmt• "' '>Omethmg "orgamc" It 
''a~ hr'>l formulalt'd m 18H) ll\ JnnH.''- Fngu,~on , who put 11 

fonvard ~ix H'<H'> b<:f(llt' puhiJ~Iung ""own great hl\101' of 
<IIC"hitccturc '' lllrh Ba111"t'l Fle1Chc.·1·., t'\entualh '111 -
pcr'>cded; <.~nd it\' '" giH"n ll'> 1110'-l Ion 1ble c.·xprt' \ '> l<>n threl' 
H'<tr'> lat<·r . 111 ham e. h\ \'10lkt -lc.·-Du<. 

" \\'hen.' dt•mandtcltlw l.tiiC.'I , 111 one.· of h i' pt·1wdu ful 
rninaucm-. agam\1 th<. 1'.< ok elL'' Bt·aux-,\lt '>. "will Cllll pool 
'chool cc the.· <lli\ing of'" <.11\u .. l to tt·.ldlu'> the <omp.11 •
riH· anatom\ of allll(fllt .u1d modun montllllc:n "'· .m cl 1 o 



teach ll' not to put rabbit\ feel on a rnonke} ·., body, or to 
cloth tlw -.kclcton of a ll n11 d with fut ?" I he an.,,\ et to tht'> 

q 1w.,uon we 110\\ !..now to bt• 1896; but in the mcanume, Dat

\\ 1n had publl .. hecl lm f.tnwus theot '· so Ham<;tcr Fletcher 
not onl) adopt<.•cl Fergu'>'i<>n\ notion of a compatall\e ht'>
tor v of archllcctut t. but al•;o lrted to dt·mnn'>tl<1tc the n·olu
t1111; of ciiChlleCtUI t· b~ .,bow lllg the dircn influenc.<.• of Cm lnJ· 

m<.·nt (geograp111<.tl, geologtcal, climati<, rcllgtom. '>OCtal and 
polltic,tl) on change'> in archllcctural f01 m. 

A,,<.'\ ,.,ed In Sit Uatmter Flet<.hct after lm finher\ cie<Hh 

tilt' 1/t\/Oii of . I trlnlt•rlwl' 011 lltt Comf}()HL/tvl' ,\/l'tlwd 'lUll main
tallled in tact tho.,c di"i'>iom of the text dealing with emtron
menwl influence.,, though thes<.· were comiderably tempered 
ancl (not a lways feliciwusly) cnlarg<.•d. But it became evident , 

a'> edit ion .. urcecded edition, and as the wc·tght innea.,cd to 

three an cl 1 hrce-quatt<.•t pound'>, that the authOJ wa'> 110\\ 

mort• concerned \\ ith the illustration of ancient buildings (of 
whirh O\Ct three thousand \\Cre cventualh d<.•ptctcd and over 
a thous:lnd more were <.·tthcr uccmcth or supct fietall~ de

" nbed) than with dt~Cm'>tng tdeas. The re'> tilt \\as that the 
origmalthemc of the boo!.. became gradual!\ ob~wred. This 
\\a., not ncre.,sanh a mtsfonune. since the cfikac~ of thc· 
"comparati\C method " a',, mean" of throwmg light on the 
e\ oluuonan pmcC'>'> of ard11lenural de\ elopment \\a al

\\'<1\' open to quc~uon , and the book, in tts later ednwn . had 
seldom in (act done am thing bcvond pro' idc a fac lie method 
of tabulating the charactct istic., of the \'atiou., ··.,t\les" But 

the modiftcd char:lctct of the book made the need for a radt
cal revision more and more urgem, and we ma) all rejoice 
that after six ) can.' pain-.taking WOI k on the part of Profc~sor 
Cordingle\ and hi<. collaborator<;, thts ta.,l.. ha., nO\\ been suc

ccssfulh fulhllcd. 
The principal change' needed. once ll wa' accepted that 

the boo!.. had become trrc' ocabh enn clopaedic in character. 
were 'itKh a ... would ensure a beucr balance bt't\\ een the , ·an
ou-. ht.,tOttcal period ... f., en 1nthm the context of the original 

framework Str Banl'.ter Fletchcr·., re\ l'>iom had alwa' been 
'onH.'\\ hat cn.uic. but '>llllt·tht· 01 iginal ch.nactet· o f the book 
haci been that on .m l111tnnr a llre.\1, '" neglect o f certain peri
od' wa-. at fll '> t rclatiH:h unimportant I·or example. it \\a., 
not cntin:h um <.',t'ionablt: that. in the ongmal cdttion. the 

section on l·.nglish an hi tenure should ternunate '11tualh 
with the death of Wren, since the cldct Bantstet Fletclwr·., 
theories were incompatible with cightc.'<'nth-centurv Palladia

n ism, and he, lil..e Fergusson , considered that true archnec
tural evolution had' ittualh cea .. cd once tlw Ren,u .. 'im ce had 
become an established fact. 

I ((' therefore summarih dt'>m'''ed Lord Bmhngton·, 
'ilia at Cht'i\\ Kl.. (which lw then attnhut<.•d to Jm~o )mw') be
caus<.• it had, ht• 'aid, mtrodured the "pedimem .md pontco 
st\ le" 1durh had kad to "the m:gko uf the fundamcnt.tl 
prinuple .. of ,uchttt•ttute, nameh <,utt.thiltt\ of purp<hl'. 

Ullltt \ cllld clppropt t<llt'lll''' .. But Ill ll' t•nn dop.tc.•dit fmm. 
\\lth all till' ongnMI mOJ.thlln~-.. dekted. thc h1>ol..·, <on
ttnu<.·d neglen of .urhtteutu.ll de,dopmc.·nh altet I 700 
m.1cle the" otl.. ludtn m1'h tnadc.·qu.ttc.'. .md tl \\ ·'' th". mm e 
pet haps th.m till\ tlung d't'. "hH h ctu\ed the. tl'JHil.llton of 
the work to decline.• . 

Pmk~sot Cordingk' \ lllO'Itllt gc.·nt t,t<,l.. " •• , tlwt dote.• to 
bt ing the book up to date.· chronologtc..llh. and tfu, he.· .tnom
p Ji,Jwcl b) addittg thn.•1• <.'tllil(•h· tlt'\\ rh.tplct '·of 1dHc. h two 
(c.·nt ttlt:cl r<.•,pt·n iH·h .. IIH'l<Tnth .md I "cnttcth (cnllu' 

Aahnc.·uure 111 Brit.un '' .md "'mctc.·c.·tuh .utd I \\t'llttc.•th 
Centun .\n huenutc.• 111 Contuwnt.tl }o 111 npt•") 11 t'll' \\ lllll'll 
In htm .md the tlurcl (c.·tttttled .. \tthttcc.tutc.· ut the \mc.'ll· 

<.t.,") \\,.., \\rtlt<.' ll b' h .uti...Jc.·nkm' Hut no le.·" mtpott:mtt.t'l.. 

wa!> that of bringing the book up to date in the ~cmc of mak
ing the earlier part'> accord with reccm 'icholar'>htp. So \\ell 
ha'> Professor Cordmgle) matched ht'> lttcrar~ '>tylc to that of 
the late Sir Bani-;tcr Fletcher that th<.· full magnitude of the~c· 
rhange\ ,., not immcdtatel} apparent, and the~ can onh b<.· 
dct<.·c tcd b) carefuJh, collating wnh the earlier edition. But 
once thts ts done. ll is <.·\Idem that the re'i.,ed text i., compa

rabl<.· to an claboratcl> embroidered modem tape'>ll' tnto 
which more anetent fragments ha' e been carcfull}. ptou'>l) 
and unobtrusncl> woven. ben 'iCntcnn·., ~\hich begtn a'> 
Bam<,tcr fletcher and end as Bantstcr flctchcr usuall} turn 
out to be sub~tanttally Cordinglc) in the middle. It ic; to b(• 
hoped therefore that future binding' of the book will foliO\\ 
the policv adopted by the publisher of S1mpson 's I I1story of .lr
rluteclural Drol'lopmml, and, b} titling future coptc~ of 1 hi., edi
tion S1r Bamsln FLPtrlu•r\ /ltslot') of.lrrhtll'rlurt. aiiO\\ the name 
of the ne1\ author to be embossed on the spine. 

·1 he onh res en auons \\hi eh architectural hi.,wrians are 

like!) to haH' \\ill probabl) conccm the amount of ~pace al
lotted to the dtffcrcm buildmgs and penod'>. :\o one will 
quarrel \\'ith the increased allotment of cJe,cn page to Creek 
architecture (\\ hich brings the total number of pages to se'
cni\-'>C\'Cn), c<,peciall) no\1 that Profes'>or Cordmglc~ \ne,\· 

re"'wn make ... ll undoubted!~ the most thorough. pn:ci\<.' 
and readabk· archucnural account (a'> opposed to an archat.·

ologtcal account) a'atlable. But \\hen one comidcr the ... mall 
number of important Creel.. buildmg'>, comtructed bct"ccn 
650 B.C. and 146 B.C .. of whtch an) VC'>ttge-.. h<H~ever frag
mcntan. rem am, and then compare\ thi' \1 llh the numbet ol 
important buildings cotl\tructed in Contmcntal Europe from 
1830 to the prc<;ent da\. ll seems unnatural that onh fift,

etght page .. hould bt• accorded to the lauer. 
Funhern1ore one ma\ question the\\ i~dom of re'lpecting 

Bam ter Flctcher·., da<.stfir..llion \\hereb' the Renai.,,anc<.· 

ends at I 30 (the end of the "Georgian Period' ) and modern 
architnture therefore ha' tu be~ in at th<.· d<.·ath of Geor~e I\'. 
Admittcdh ~u John ~ununer,on·.., h rht/Niu•" 111 Rntnm 
1 500-J~}() tcrmm,!l<.'' on thi' date but hcrt• hl \\..1' m.tktng 

no pn·tctH'e of 'pcnhtalh 'tud\ln~ the "Ren.u".lntl'," anci 
the fan that llenn -Rth\t•ll llttchc<Kk. w·hc.·n \\ nttng the tom

p.mion \olunw on ltrlulu twr, .\'wrlreuth 111111 Tu • 11/lrt/, Ct~t/11-

nn, felt bound to begin .ll about I 7 50 'ho"., dl'al h \' hc.n 
the ll\0'-l ll'ct'll l cllllhOnllt'' on tht• 'LIJ~jcct con..,icJ<.or tJl(' Ill()(<, 

of modern arrhuenurl' to he 
Fot l':>..amplt-. thc.·t <.' ' ' hule doubt that the ideal' ol mod

t•rn ;u cltllt'(IUH \\ t'll \l'r\ much influc.·m cd ln tht ht11lding' 
.md 1niung, of ( i\ l.l'doux (I 'i:Hi-1 '06) But the Ill' \\ 1/u

tun of .hclutrcllllt 011 th ComJmm/1,, .\lttlwd onh mt·nttoll' him 

t'' in· (unckt tlw lw,~<ling " Ft enth Ren.u"'"tn·· otHt' m ur
dl't to aunhutt' to him (t•trnnl'Olhh tlw hott·l dt tlm .• md 

Ollll' to a·m.ul.. t h.u hl' \\ ·" "krttlt of pt ngll'"" c. ttlt-.t,," But 

dt'.trh , unlc." .1 'Lilt km ol nwdu n Ill httt't lUll' kno'"' '' h.11 
tho,c.· pro~ll'"" L tdc. '' \ll'll' ht' tndt·t ,t,lltclut~ of the ,uh

ft'< t \\Ill he 'l'ttou'h ltnutnl. 
"im h tkll'd' 111 .m otlwn\1,1..' llliJll'l c..thk ll'\1'011 \H'H' 

JHc.·,wn.thh tit< t.lll'd In the nhh~.1tton 1t1 kt·c.·p.t' nc.·.u ,,, P'"" 
'thk to tilt' Jl.llll'lll ol tilt' nll~lll.tl hook Hut ,,, .1 lt''lllt, tlw 

l.llt''tl'dllton 1\0I\ ,1,11" ·'' .lllt'IH \( lop.tc.•clt.t .uul fmi'ht'' .1'• , , 

( lllllJ>l'll(lllllll. hll thl' l',ll h Jll'ltod' 11 I\ lllllllll''tlllll,lhh 
mott• th.111 .ukqu.tll' to fu lld tltl' lu,tot 11 tl llt'ltl' ol .111 .u

t huc•t 1111.11 'tucknt But fot tlw l.ttc·t fH nod, 11 '' hkc. h to ht• 
p11111.111h ol \ .thtt' to tht' 1,1\ mc.·n .• md tndc. nl. \!I' l'll the 

lt-ngth. tht''l' 1 h.tpll't' (ould h.udh lw llli)IIOH'd upon •'' ,, 
( 01\1 1'1' ,tnd \1 t'iJ -h,tl,lllt t•d ,1( I OUIII of the.• 111.1111 ctll htll'lltll . .J 
de\ t•lopntcnt' \1 !m h h.l\ c.· ot runc.•d durntg tht• t,,,, hunrln d 

.md t l11rl\ \ t•,u ' 
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