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h j, probabh fair to ~a' Lhat Lhis is the most di tingui hed 
hooL.: ofi" lind to be pubh hed in Lhe EngJi,h language mce 
the publication ofRIDlin' S· '"il'l oj l"maa. Lile Ru lm. ruJh 
'' nlc pro'e '' htch e.xude; a ten e emotional tm oh em em 
''ith has topic; lilc Ru,J..m. he ha the ~ft of writing euphoni­
ou'h a "ell a' per'll.i J\elr: like Ru L.in. he has the power of 
tran,formin~ factual 'latement.s mto a pecial poet~ of hi 
mm, tr.m,muting archaeological de-cription into pa.,sion­
• tl·h artilUlated a''enion of an ae Lhetic 'ision. 'J hat each 
o( Jm perceptiom i-. tr.m fu ed b' a m\ tical 'i ion of pace, 
rather than b\ Ru,L.in 's m~ ticaJ 'is ion of G·od, i tmph an 
an idcntal characteristic of the age. This book is a delight to 
H·ad <.·\ol for it narr.Hi\e alone. and it ~hould not be long 
b<.·for{· .,culh ·, dc,<·ription of the Parthenon (\\ hich con­
dud<.' ht' ninth chapter) ri' ah Ru<.kin 's dcs<.npuon of St. 
'larJ.:' , in popular e'teem. But more important than tht'>, his 
bool '' 111 al\o be high I~ \alued as a complete!~ ne'' and re­
fr<.·shin~ mterpretation of Greek architectural ideal b\ e\cn-
ont· <allt·d upon to 'tud~ the subject. . · 

For tf tht' bool wer<.· simpl) a felicitou-.1} plmtsed imer­
P•<.·tation of a \\Cil-\\Om theme. liL.c Henn :\dams' ,\lol I St 
;\ltchrl ~ Charlrrs, it \\Ould ha'e little archi;cctural or hi\lon­
caiJntcrc,t. A' 11 i~. 11' aUlhor ho\\ s that h'· ha' not onh I iter­
an talent or (':>.("(.'f>lional \aluc. but ai\O th<tt he PO\\(.'\~(.'\ the 
I arc l of all ahilllil'' 10 be found among'>t arc haeologl\lS, 
namch th<.· g•lt of hi\torical imagination. Reading this book, 
orw (~mw1 but mal\ cl that it ha\ taken '''o centun(''> of '>tar­
mg ·'' ruin., and rumaging amonw~• f<Jilcn '>lOll{'~ for an ar­
rhit<·rtlll.il hhtori<Jn to raise his C}e'> at la)t to the horiiC>n, 
and \l't'tht· Grn·L.: t<·mplt· in its to1alit~. that i w \ay. a\ fot m­
in~. ''llh i1, t.·mironmt.•nt, an inseparable \\hole, '~h,·rcb\ 
<.o:anh, 1t·mple and god arc but Cln{'. • 

:'\ot 1h.1t thi ho<Jk i -.imph a modemtt<.d l'tl)fl~l' Pll­
torrsqur dF la Cmr. On the <Ontraf"). it "a' onl) aftt'r cateful 
tud\ of th<· \arsou' lllt'rdf') sour< eor, a\ailablt.· (notabl) th< 
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'ast amount of penodicalliLCrature published by the various 
archaeologJcal chools) that the author 'isned each ~ite, and 
related all the a certainable fan~ to his o~' n obserYatiom. He 
ensibl} din des his book accordmg to the dedication of each 

temple (rather than accordmg to chronological or St\li!>tic 
critena) and i thus able to preface the study of each group 
"ith a d1 cu ston of the '' pe of 11e e' tdemh considered ap­
propriate b\ the Greeks fot· <.·ach god or goddess. He then 
proceeds to anal) se eaC'h building M> dedtcated, and to ex­
plain not onl) ho'' it lor.auon corresponds to the Greek no­
lion ofproprict\ ('"hich wa'> doubtles~ what Vitruvws meant 
to omc extent m the emcnce: 'Duor pnfintur llalwllt, quod 
graecr (Jep.ancrp.ot; dtcrlw ' ),but also man> other feature~ 
which ha\e hitherto been regarded as ecccntricnies or e\en 
errors in Greek design . 

Inevitably there arc passage~> m whtch the author's d l'ons 
LO substamiate his thc!>t'> arc not cmirel} convincing, and 
e\en the thests itself seem~ curiou'>ly un<;upponed bv the 
kmd of solid literary C\tdenC'e on<" mtght expect. Hts imi'>t­
ence that even thing the Greek archnect" dtd " ·as alwa_ys 
m01ivated by profound aestheuc or 1 eltg10us reasons (a<, lot 
example in hi'> novel jw.tiftr.uion of the lack of cur\'aturc Ill 
the sty lobate at lla· sae) '>Omt•times taxes the 1 eackr'_s 
credulity. MorcO\er, ont· could haH' hoped for a clearer tndt· 
tat ion of the extent LO \\ htch the Grcck'> \H'rlt t~utdl' their tem­
ple-;. But this ts a '>plcndtd book, magnthC'cnd} wnuen. ,111d 
Jl!) only blemi~h ts 10 be '><'en m tht.· photo graphtc tllusuauom 
which, though p10fu"' and 11101 t' than adcquatt· 10 tllu•Matc 
th<.• text, arc of a qu.tltl) \\oluch dues le\s th.m JUSllct' w the 
theme. 

Scully will , cadtly he forgtwn . {' '>peually by those who 
have visilcd Green.· in the '>llll\ll\{'1 . {or f>l efernng w travel 

. '11 th<.·re m wmtet; hut dull '>ktes mHI ,h,tdowless butlcltngs 1• 
convey the tmpt t''>\IOn uf t ht Gr <'ek l.mclsc <tpc .11 •" bt.''>t. IL _1s 
to b<· hop{'d tlwrdore that th(• next t·ditiml of tlm book wtll 
be a dt• luxc: cdllwn. w11h l.u g<'r and h••~lu er photogt ,,phs, 
and that manv of the'\{''' tll he m c o lo111 to lonn ,, h.umontous 
ac<"ompantmellt to tlw .1uthor ·~ cl.tlllmg prow. 




