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H1•jmnll'd from thr J uh. I 96 7 t\\llt uj Progressive Architecture 
W/J)rlf!.hl /967. Hl'llliwld Pu!Jll,Jtlllg 

Symposia arc ideal media l01 tht· exchange of scholarl) 

opinions becau!>c the governing bodte\ of uni\"ersities and 
foundations ha\"<.' not ) et rcalitcd th.H .. .,, mposium ·· i-; imph 

the Gt·eek word for ··a drinl..ing pan\:· \dmtttedh. this 'm

posium ho'' s onh slight C\ idencc of the sumulating inOu
cnce of alcohol , though the alllm'nn· o f prinwr', inl.:ohol " 

C\ idcnl in ~t.I :I .'s \ll'll-prodmed l>.l(>tTh.H 1.. text. 'I he cdlt
ll)g i<; a bit fuddkd. for the o rigm' of Phtladclplmt .tre ck
scribcd 120 page-. aft1.·r tlw de-.cnptwn of the cit\ "s de,elop

ment in the 19th <en tun . "hilst o n p.1ge 71. the a'set twn 
" Pro f(·,sor Brogan h~" riled .. " '-t'<'ms dl'<ll h non,en\t<".tl. 

.,int<: Profes'>ot Brogau·, paper elm·' not .tppe.tr until pa~e 

116. Howe\Ct. thcs(' laps<.'S <liT e\lcknth due to a rearran~l'
mc.·nt of the origmal sequt•n< e .• md ll mmt be adn1111ed th.u 

the published <,eqm·nu.· '' tdeal , Jmh•ldrd 11 1.1 rrad Ill 11'.'11 '' 

Lucrarv "st \ ltsts.. doubtless 1<1 1 ot an .1rra ngemt•n 1 

whereby a boo!.. bet O llll'\ m01 e and Ill OH' ,tb-;orbmg a~ it 
reaches it~ end. But then· lllll:-t be m.lll\ 1dto, lil..e ~oanll's 

Fors~ te's grcat-unde Jame' and tm 'l'il. h.1ppih di"pl.11 thc11 
seniht\ b\ gobbling the mo'l sm t ult'nt morsd, fit \I. '0 th.u 

s,Hict' result'- onh '' lwn the mo\t un,tppt'ltllng pan' H'm,tin. 
All\\\'tl\. I strongh l"l'COllllllt'tHI te.tckl\ ol flu· Jlt,/0111111 mu/ 

tlu• Cll\ to ,t.lrt \l"lth the lm.tl < h.tptcl. ,111<1 tht·I.Htth:Hthe l'th
tot himsclfhas t<HIInbut<:d tlm dt.lptet. t,tthet th.m .1 ptd

<H l'. suggest' 1 h,ll he h nnsl'i I '' ould '<'< n·t h .tpprm e ... uch .ul
' 1("(.' . 

Let ll\ hegm. then. ll\ cmhtdning "P,ut \ 11 Collllu

'ion." "t ittt•n ll\ John Bun h,u d nl tu .. lliO'-t httlh.uH mood 

llw a11n of till''' mpostttlll \1,1'-. h<' 't.ll<''· to< onfront thn'l 
\\ ho teach ttl\ pl.lnntug, ot till' hi' tot' ol 1 tl\ pl.mning. 11 uh 
o ther kind'> of" hl'ton.ttl,-<'<OilOilll'l'- , pohut,ll \Ol'lllt'-h. 
and philosoph('r~-in tiH· hope of" dc•tt•mtinntg hm1 the h" 

toq of <i tic\ <.tlllllO'I proflldhh lw studteclmtel.tttonto the 
a< tu,tl prohkms ol111 h.111 ck,1gn IIH' t nult. .1 .. he lt .tnl..h nh

~<.· t \<.''·''a' futtle, onh tlw tll<hl c.tllou-. .tlld < t edulou' H',1dct 

11 tllltnd logtc 111 h1' pt opltt•t' th.lt the· tW'\l '' lll(>O'-Illlll on thc· 
\ llhjl'rl \\ tiJ (>I 0\ l' lllOI t• hdpful l'lll, < lllll flt,Ulll I'- .lllllll'-l ,Ill 
lll'!tlt to the l'lllllll'lll .1nd d!'tlltgtH,hcd 1 nntt 1hutot' 11• I hi' 
'olttmt• unckt t t'\ tl'\\ 

I he futil it\ resulted mainh from thl· fan that "tht·t e '' "'' 
no real t•nwt to clelim· 11 hat ,,·e \1 ere tall..ing ..tbout. l'ith<. r hi<>
ton or the Cll\. I he dcfiniuon of the latter \1<1s oftouts(·thl' 

more \lippt•n. " !I owe' er. there " no t ea,on to a-.,ume th:Jt 

the fat!Utl' tu pt oduct• 'table dcfiniuon' \1 a' dut·l'it het to tlw 
m er,ight or the im ompetence of the par uup.mt '· De.111 B111-
Lhard mt~ht u'dulh ha'e added that thl' main cbn~et in 
\tlld\ing- Ulll'' hl\toricalh h preci-.<:h that till' 'Lhol.u i' Hfl'
'lsllbl~ led to l'\l,lpe from con,tdl·nn~ "h.ll a Cll\ t• h\ t.•l.tho-
1 aung on "h,ll 11 \1 ,1, in the pa~t Hi, m1 n fa, oriu.= cf<.ohnition 

of ..t cit\ "''"the nm~et te' \1hrch muhiph the oppot tunll\ to 
l'M'tcio,e c hot re.•" '-t'l'lll' excellent: hut. '" ht• htm,df pomh 
out. the llHht tmport.mt dt,ncpann ht't\\l'enthl· .utitudl'' of 

the 'arwuo, 'Pl',tl..u., t t'\ oh ed ,tround the prohll'm ·" 111 
1dwthl't t'\l'l\ Ut\ ts unique. or wht·th<.·r. on tht· tlllllt .11 '· .tll 
ntte' h;n t' enough n>mnum char .ttll"t l'ltc' to pet lllll tht• no
tion ol"tht <.it, .. to be 'tudted in .th,tt.lll tnnu•pt, . 

l hts d 1\l t l'Jl.llH \ "a' neH'r 1 l''oiH.·d . lndel·d, nom· ol the 
~peaker., "ho .. e tdl'.l' are publi,lwd Wt'lll' to h.11 t' t"' lll gt .tp

pkd 11 ith till' dtlt•mm.l dunn~ the '' mpo,tum. I ho't 1d111 
dt,nhscd < tttl'' .lb,tl.ttth t.tll.:ed .t good <k.tl.thout "p.u.rmt·

tl't 11atton ... hut '' t't <' 'mgularh n ltttt'llt .1bout tht· pt <'< l'l' 
dMt,H l<'t ol the p.u .tmeter' the\ l'll\l'·ll!t'd . I hu ... e 1d1o <on
n·ntt .tted 1lll mdi' tdu.tltlltl'' onh hn .tmt•t•loqut•nt '' lwn dc·
'l 11hing t'totl<llllll dt·\dopmt•nt' du11ng thl· ~hddk .\gt·, ot 

tlw Rl'n.u",uu t'. "lul't the ott,t'-tou.tl d<''lll't,llt' l'tHI<'.l\ 1 ,, ' 

oft•< nnolllt'-l' .md 'Ill t.tlln-.tori,m, to llltt odlltt' .lit htll'< llllt' 
llllo the .llgllllll'lll oflt'll l.ttl..t•d toll\llll<lll 

" \ notht•t quc·,tton th.ll \\l'lll l.lt~l'f, ""·''l..l'd ," \1 tilt'' 
De.llll\utth.Hd, "11,1' \llwthct tlw '-ltuh olwh.111 ftt,tot\ h.ul 
.Ill\ uuht\ ·· I k nott·d th.tl I km' .\ltllnn h.td .1'-'<'lll'd th.tl till' 
hl,lOll,lll \1,1, unckt no nbltg.llton to ltnd .1 uttlll.tll.lll \,thw 

lot ht,tot' .111d .tdnuttt·d htnhdlth.ll lw '·'" "not t',I'-Oll 11 Ill 

th<' ltlc of .1 1 ll\ lll,t\ 1101 he'" ~nod ,, tlung to ,1.111 ft om ·'' 
lll\tlung l'i'l' mtht· t'71.,1llll11.1llolll'\l' llol \1111111.! l.tdtt'' .. ll11' 

l.lltt·t .11 gunH·nt '' t''\ttt·nH"h ( t>~t·nl. ·''I< .m '<'I th .tftt't t "" " 

diu llltg .1 'lllllllH't 1 out 't' 1lll tht lft,tor' ol l'.ut' lot .Snnth 

l 'olkgt•. 1\ut , t lc,11 h . thc putp 't • ltlw ''"'l)l"llllll.ll \1 I I 
''·''nullo dt,<tl\1'1 ,,h,lltl'.Hhn' ••ftllh.ut ht'-1111\ t.lllle.uu 
.rhout then 1\'lll,tlc• 'tudcnt'-. hut \1h,11 tltt• 'lltdent' tltt 111 

'-l' hl'' 1.111 k .un ,tlllllll llw (ll<' '-l 'llt .md lutlllt" ,,,,,,., o f 1 <Il l 

11 ( r 



In .. cud in~ n' ht,ton: for Lhere seem' huk point in h<n mg 
tht• ,, mpo,ntm Jt all if ll ts a I read\ tal..cn lot ~ranted that all 
lmo'' lt·d~t· j, u eful. 

llo\H'H'r. the paruopams tn the "mpo,tum had tht• 
n~ht to a''umc. for the '3ke of argunwnt. that tl tht• hi,t<H' 
ol oue .. 'of practicalu e. there mu'! bt• 'ome "a\' of 'tud'
m~ ll tlut are 'uperior to others; and. m tht' rt•spt·n. the be' I 
p.trt of rh 11 ,\I• nan a1id lhr Ctl) '" the pt•nuhmMtt' \eUIOll Ill 

'' hich u John umme~on. in a charauen tttalh C'\pltcit 
and lund p.tper. demon trate that ~tumford'-. supt•rfinal ap
pn):tch doe more ham1 than good. for . • 1s he emph.1~11e~. tt 
i, e"enualto 'tud~ the hi ton of ciues m mmute det.lll .tht•r 
ha\ing ubtainc-d all the available e'idcncc relatmg to the so
cial. P'}chological, economic. and technologtcal IOJcc~ b' 
''hid1 the\ ''ere fom1<.•d, :'\e,erthde s. ·,r John ummcrson 
"ould prob.1bh be the first to admn the 'altdtt' of ~lt 
\\'amcr·, complaint regarding the macce stbtltl\ of so manv 
of tht· document nece an for a complcw a 'c' mem of 
C\ en tht• o;malle 1 urban units. and the unmanagabtllt\ of the 

... '' (it,. ll \1 , ... '··' .... ..... 

mas' of dontmt·nt' th.ll .ut• <Ill t'"tblc for the larger Utllh, 
Pt•tlliiJ>' the.• dul' to tlw \\ hok p1 oblcm i!. to be found m 

Chnqophe• lunn.u d'' papt•t . "hett' he make' a firm d"tllll _ 
tton bct\\t't' n "ut\ plann111g" .tnd "lllban de ign ." lle secm, 
to 'u~ge't th,u hl,tol i< .tl 'wcht•' are onh rcalh rcle\lmt to 
tlw 'mall g-t<mp' of bluldm~-. th.u fm m the nuclei of large1 
urban a~~lonwrallom. lit•• t'. '" ht• point out, qualllatl\ t• 
mea-.urt•mem' of the «>n,llllll'nt s of cm ironmental "PP• o
pnatene~s <an be .. wdit•d .tn uratel\ and comparati' eh, It 
thu eem' hl..eh that dw prnfe.,,ion.ll planning con~ultant , 
faced ,,-ith the pmhkm of .l(h i'>mg .1dmmistrator and finan
cier on future t' >-P·Ill'-IOn, mu:-~ reh morc on studies of rur
rem economic. soriologll'al. and psychologtcal forces , rather 
than on the hi,ton of sut h fo1 ce": and that the his ton of cit
ie~ i onh useful to futun· pl.mnt•r, m so far a it deal' '' uh 
the evoluuon of .u dlltenuntl f()I 111'-, and the formul ation of 
archltenural•deal-.. madt• nMmfc\t ''hen ~roup of buildmg' 
were de-.i!{n<:d b' a "ngle an huect. o r organized b' a con
certed team. 
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