
ARCHITECT'S ARCHITECTURE 

VS. 

LAWYER'S LAW 

Hrpnutrd from the J·pbruar\, 1969 1.11111' of Architectural Review. 
For the la t two hundred }Cars it ha~ been customan to 

regard the phtlo-.opln of architetture a!> a branch of the 
philosoph} of the " Fine Arts." or ao; pan of that branch of 
philosop lw known as " Ae'>thetics." Since there is no di~put · 

ing tha t architecture is a "visual an," the adl'antages of s tudy­
ing its criteria with respect to other "vtsual arts," or with re­
spect to so me philo ophical system which dcmonstrabh 
underlies all forms o f ··an" (whether 'isual or o therwi e). 

'' tll be onh too ob1 ious. But the Jll'tihrauon for ba'lm~ a 
philchoph\ of arrhnccturc rv/u.1n·Ph on 'uch ph.Josophte' •' 
b1 no means ,<:Jf-c, tdcnt. and n1<t1 indeed be quesuoned o n 
three maj01 ground-.. 

Ftr'>th . the nouon that at chitccture 1'- akm to painting 
and 'culplll t <.: i'> lnt-,ed on cenam method' of tratmng- '' htch 
were current in ltah in the <:a rh 'ltxtecnth centun; but C\ cntf 
thc'c nH:thod' \\Cit' 1ahd ,11 the Rcnat..,sanu: (whtch j, b' no 
mean' tcrtam) 1l doe-. not neu:-.!>arih folio'' that the' must 
be ,aJid toda1. Setondh. it i" ckar that , ,,·hllst a numbct o( 

di,tingui -,hed philo~ophet s have rt•gardcd .. Ae,thctic," a' a 
key to the unde t">l,lllding o f all the " Fine .\ ns." tht ' concept 
pre-suppose' the no tion that all ani1 itte' so da~stfied haH' 
certain fundamcnt.tl qualitte~ in com mon; (or there can be ltt ­
tle pomt m di,cm~mg cil01'11'11twe until tlw t'XI'Il<.'nce of the 
g''""' ha-. been dt•mon~tr,Hed . I htrdh . "halt'\ t'l lll.t\ ha1 t' 
been the ",lrti,uc" tondll ton o f .trchllt't'ltllal pr.Kun· before: 
the mtd -etghtt'l'llth n•ntut'. ll ..., 11011 undt,put.tbh ,t 
Jno[t'\\11111; thu, 11 \\ottld 't't'lll ''l't'lO cxamnw \\ht·tht•t 01 not 
tt'> pnncipJe, <an lw cledtH thk f)\ .uMiogl "uh other profe,­
'>1011'>. 'IH h "' medtt tilt' and (,t\\. hdon· 1 <'g,trdin~ tht' pt.K­
ttn: of .trchut•tttu e "' ptnlt'"l<lll.llh '" ,_,.,,,,._, 01 .uti'>lic.tlh 
UnHJIIt'. 

I he fir 't t '' o tHlt wn .... 1dttdt nnph t h.tt ,11 dtllt'<lllll'. 
'>culptut t' .llld p.unung ,Jtould bt· nm,tdctt•d ,,, lwlonging 
phtlo-,ophH .tlh to tl~t• ,,tmt• ~l'lllt' • • md th.ll .ut undt•r,t.tndmg 
o f " ,\e,tht' ll< , .. pto\' tdt·' tlH' phi lo,ophi, al .tpp;u.llu' lm 
ronlpt t•hending ,tll the " Fint' .\ rh ... t,m bt· dt,putt•d on ·• 
num lwrol'g round ,. In the pt<''t'llt totll<'\l ,ttdt't<'IH<' to l\\o 
attthoritit•, ,,.11 '- ltlltn·. I he In'' ''I· I Boullet· . 1dw «1111 

pl.um·d: "Oh ho\\ pt dt•J.tbk '' tlw lntllllH' of p.tllllt'l' .md 
\\ ntt'l'· lt t'l' .111d '' llhout ,tn\ kind ol ckpt·udt'lll <'. tht'\ < 111 

<ii<Hhl' .tll tlwu 'llhJt'< '' .llld lollo1' tlw nnpuJ,c nl dH·u 
gt'll tll' I ht•n tt'(Hll .ttton ' dt (Wild upou tlwm ,tlntw " 1 I he 
't'< ond ., pt ofl-.,..,ot \\ 1· f..t•nni< k. "ho,t• <'"·•' " I )ot'' lt .uh· 

tional Ae-.theun Rest on a ~11 take?" , pubJi.,hed in the Col­
lPrtt'd PajJPH 011 . fr ,llttttn edncd b-. .Fr CHil Barrctt. '>ugge'>L., 
that the concept of ''Ac~theucl>" • ., de1 oid of all philo'>ophital 
real it> . 'Cndoubtedl}. the tradtuonal "Ae'>theuc" ba is of ar­
chitectural phi lo'>oph, has tcnam prauKal 'a lues; but 11 

~eems to me that the tradnwnal empha'>t' on the 'tsu.1l or 
emotional quaJiue' of arChitecture ha' been due to fOrLUHOll'> 

ht"orical and phtlo!>ophiral eau e'> 11htch h;ne g11cn ".\ t''-· 
thcuc" theone~ an unmented preponder.mtc. ·1 ht• purpo-,c 
of tht'> 'tud1 • ., certain !~ 110/ to demonstrate the total rrrele­
' a nee of tht-. traditional ".\ e theuc" ba'•'· but ... imp!~ to 
que,uon il'> total adequan. In other ''ord,, 11 ., an attempt to 
wrrett .a dt,tortion and di'>equilibrium of method which h~' 
'tllau:d much '' hich 110\\ pa'> e-. for archllenural cri tu i'm 
and ha' c..tthed architenural phtlo.,oph' (or ··an hiteuurJI 
tht'Of\ .. .1' itt'- .,ometinw' GJIIed) to fall in10 unmerited dtst e­
pute. 

:\l the '<lme 11nw. ll ,hould be pomtt•d out th,ll. par Ltdoxi­
calh. 'llldenh o f b11 ,hu 11 con,td<.-rabh mon· ;mtipatln 
tO\\ at·d the !>.llld\ of Jllrl,pntdence th,lll <11 chitettura( 'llldt:llh 

'hm1 tm,arch the phiJo,opln of .u thllntute; 'o mmh '<> th.tt 
tht· Faculue~ uf Ltw of Frt•nch 'Pt•al..tng lllll\ l't'lllte' ha' e 'u­
tualh ab.mdtuH:d .dl .tllcmpt'> tu m< luck tlw phtlo,oplll o! 
(,1\, 111 then nu nntJ.t.2 ~nnil.u h. 111 mnltt.tl '<hook the 
pluJo,oph1 of nwdit int• ., 'trtu.tlh ttnll-<''''t.ull ·'' .111 ,tc..t­
dt•mtt dt,ophne Butn (.,\ll, lthmk. ht• -.hm, n th.ll tht' undet­
\,tlu.llwn on the p.trt oltht' ... uuit•m, ofl.l\1 anclnwdtdnt· (,1, 

U1111JM!"t'd \IIth ,tudt'lll' of .11 dllll.'<lllll') j, t•xpht..tOk Ill 

lt'llll' of the pc.·tuh.nlltc.'' nl thetr rho,en pruft'"ton' llw 
\nglo-.\mcttc.<lll '''tcm ofl,l\1 j, 'uch th.tt 'tlltknh t.•fllc.t tlw 
k~.tl pt ok"tnn '' nh the ptml.ln tntc.•nuon 411 ht·l ollltll~ nd. o­

calt' Doubtl~.·" m.ll\1 ol them .ut· optinH,lll c.nou..,h to hopl· 
th.tt Olll' d.ll tht'\ \1111 ,\( hic.'\t' '\I( h l'llliii<'IH l ·'' to Ill' l.tlkd 
upon to Jlldt.t' hut 11 i' onl1 n;tttu.tlth.ll thl·ll m.tm .H.tdt·mH 

intt'lt'''· ·'' '"Hknh. ,tlOuld lw '' 11h tlw lll.ttc.•t i,tl .uHf tl< h­
ntqtH.'' ol lttll!,lltwn • • llld onh thl' ll\1),1 l'X< l puon.tl ,llldl'llh 
(,Ill IH' <'XJ>t't ted tn h.t\l' tht pt•t 'PI< .Ill I\ to pt'ltl' l\ l llw 1111 

pottatH <' nf phtJo,t)plm ,,( pt ob km' '' hu h '' tll h.11 t. In tic.· 
pt.tllll.tltdn.Ultl·fot thnn hl'lnll thn .llt'l'llhl'l dt.•t ll'd 111 

thl' l.u~t,J.llul<' tll pt omoH·d to th< lkm h. 
'\tmtl.uh . nH·dtt.tl 'tudt.·nh h<ll<' t'l<'l\ llltt·ntt\l' to 

dt \ot< ,tll tht•tt mtl'lln tu.tl llll'l ~lt'' lP tlw m.lll'll.th .utd 
ll't lllllt)lll'' ul lw.thug. "llhout pondt'llll~ .th•>llt t ht 
ltm·umtr ul tho'<' tht•' 11 tlllw.tl . I he 1 ompll'x .md t h.lllcn~llll.! 
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,0 ~..·ntitlt prohkrm concerning the prolong.uion of hum.m 
hi( mu" ,t"t:lll ol mort.• pertincnre to the mt'dK.II 'tudt•nt' 
than an\ t. thil. I p1 ob km' conct.•rnmg tht.• C'-tent t<~ "\lJ( h. 
, 11,h p1 olon~.nion m:n or nM\ not imre.l:.t.• tht.• h.1p_r•ne':. of 
th1he im oh t.•d. I knte. the a\crage mcdtcal 'tudent ts .ts hnle 
t.Olllt.'Jned '' ith the mtphcauon of condemmng men to '" t.' a' " tht.• 1."' student '' ith the nnplit<lll<lll' of nmdt•mnmg 
me. n tu dit.·. 

Anhiteuural <.tudcnt , omt•timt.•, ho" impatit·nn• '' ith 
the ph•Jo,ophical problem related to Llw•r .m. but for '~n 
dtllc.•tent H.'a,on' 1 he1r main concern '' \\lth the .tb,orbmg crt•JtiH· p1 on·,,t., ol architectural design .• md \\lth tht• 'al>t 
m a' of wchnologtntl and 'ooologl{,tl mfonn.lt ion 1 cqu•red 
tO athi<.'H' it t.'lft•cti\t•h; H't the\ arc \\cl\ a\\ a1 t.' or the piHIO· 
,ophi .tl implicauon' ofcntio:.m. \Jnte m mam '>chool of ar­
chw .. ·uure tho'e \\ho teach de tgn are in fact c.11led ··cnuc ... 
But 'tudenh. b' \lltue of their \Outhful int>xpt•nence. inc:\i­
tabh tt·nd to "·'e the present a the begtnnm~ of tht• hnurt' 
r.uhc.·r than a a traJNtional penod t.·on ... muting a prolonga­
tion of tht• pa,t. Th1" doe' not mean that a ph1lo oph' of ar­
chitnturl.' ";11 onh be acceptable to them m "0 far .1 the\ can 
be made to pcrct.'h e '"Immediate relevance to the1r O\\ n t.·ur­
rent crt·ati\ e acti\ iue,. But it doe mean that anv attempt to 
eo me\ that philo oph' b~ reference 'oleh to the past '" fraught \\ith peculiar difficuJue:. unl..nown to the.· teacher of the Common L.a\\. ince (a aJI law !)llldent are \~ell aware) 
the 'llld' of la'' and the practice of law <.tre c entialh. b) 
their nature. hHtoncal di ciplines. based on precedent and on 
'tatute ... inacted in the pa't 

"Il1c liter,HUI e de\oted LO the tud\ of arrhitecture a<; a 
prolc"ion 1 scarce o far. onh two tandard worb -,eem to 
ha\e been pubh,hed m Engli h . The fir;t , b} Franl..Jenkim. J\ 
entitled .. I rr lut• et and Pat· ol', and u c... entia \I) a factual hi,ton. The 'econd. Barrington J\.a,c· n,. Dr. tlopmntt of tht . I rei ltrc­
tuml P•ofrsnon 111 Bnta . i-. far more philosophical; but since 
the author j., a 'ociologi t. he base<. his arguments on the 
gem• raJ definition of a profe si on a "an occupation po' e ,_ 
mg a Lillcd mteiJenuaJ technique. a \Oiuntary a 'ooauon and <~ code of conduc 1.. .... -\t fir t sight, the concept of "a code 
of tonduct''" might ~eem the ob,;ous and facile link bet\\ecn 
the philu,oph' of architecture and the philo'>oph) oft a,, But 
111 fau 1hi' ptt:'<'nt cnquin •~ not in am ,,,.1\ concerned \\llh 
the '0< ial hcha' iour CJfarchnenur.JI organllallon ... but rather \\ith the JJroblcm' of choice implicit in the tenn"~killed intel­knualtcl hniquc• .. " ' fbi~ . of cour: .. e, ha~ liuk rcJe, ance 10 Dr. Ka,c·, thc·'i'. 

In order to explain \\hat, in the design ()[building'> ~e<.'m' to indir.Jtt· a real affinit~ between jurisprudence and the 
phiJo,oph' CJI architecture .. 1 \\·ouJd ugge t four h<.-adings. ' llw flr,t i~ Ill(' popular concept of " natural law~" a<> meaning 
1hc law of inammat<.' nature. The second is the more accu­
ratt.• conccpt of "natural la".," a' meaning the rclation~hip'> hel\H't.·nmembct of a chilized ocict\. "l11e third i., the: con­
e c·pt of "c onH·ntionalla\\" a .. meaning obligation-. ba<,cd on 
'>ncial 'otl\ <'tllion.3 ·nl<' fourth is the contep• of ''judg<.·­
mc·rll," a., nwaning C\aluation based on e·xplirable· crilct ia. 11 
"ill b<.· apJMu·nc that, in \ 'u ru\tan terms, the· fir'>t thl(·e· con c-
pond to firm rim, 1111/llns and telllllfa\ re'>J><•niH·I~; bu1 \IJC h 

cotrt.• pondc·ncc· \\Ould be mNel~ \C:rbt~l and artificial unl<"s~ i1 wulcl I><' t"•tabli<olwd that both juri\plltcknc e and the· 
philosopln of arc hlleCLuH· ha' e a rommon ba-.i'>. I would strggt''t th.tt tlw~ haH·. and tha1 it i'i thl· notion that both 
prole.·' HHI' pr c'uppo.,c.· " rule·'>" of -.ome \ort or anollwr . ·r hc uouon that la" 1mphc-. \CJmc· ~<Jt t of rule \H>11ld ,cc·m 
'o funchurwnt.tl tc' the· "hole < onC£•pt uf juri'>prucknc c• a 'I 10 
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be.· elf-e\ H~ent . lndt·ed. 11 might be <ll ~ued that , 111 \n fat •" 
tht.• 'lll<h ol .Jlll ~'IH udenn.• (in "' romcmpor,\t' l~ngl"h ,,.n,e) origin.ucd m the nud-t·•ghtcenth < c..·ntun '' ith Black-
tonc' kt I me.•,;* llw ldt•a of Jt-g.ll rule' ,11\d the ll<llllrt• ol \c. 

galmk' ''the 'dwk ba'i" of .1 piHio,opln of l,l\\ . Yt·t p10fc-,_ !>Or li.HI de' ote' ron,idt•J,Ibk 'P·lCl' in Tlu Connpl of / .0 ,1, to 
"hat he tc..'llll' "n•k-'< l'IHICI\111, " 5 and tlm, 'teptiu,m 1, ol tmmt•n,t.• 1 de' ' .m re to .tm \tuch ol !he philosoph\ of modt·111 archllc.·ctul t.' ('' IIH h r.m .tl'o be 1 eg.tt ded a~ origtnaltng 111 the 
mid-ei~htc·c.·nth < <.'ntlll \ ). \tll< c tlw < onfltct •" 10 wht•lhet 
ruk~; all' 01 arc.· not .1 li.md,mwntal ,,..,pen of architectural de­
:o.J~n ha-. bt.•c.•n a 'tt.tl I:Hto• 111 tht.• development of archllt't.­
tural thought. I he nmtlbl.'l of book... '' hid1 .. during tht· la-.1 
t '' o hundrt.'d 'c.tr'>. ha\l' attempted lo dcmomtrat<· that <11-ch•tech of the e1 .1s prim to 1750 aduc\(:d cxcdknc c b1 oh­
'-C'nmg n·Jt.un tllk' of pt opm tton (thcreb\ 1mph mg that ''milar rule' might lw apphcahle toda\) ,.., con-.idcrabk. bl'n Le C'orbu,ter', tmcrn lt'(!lllattlll\ .md " \lodulor" belong c•, .. 
'enualh to thr' tt.tdit ion of' thought But ''hen J F. Blondd complamcd m the mid-t•ightcc.·nth ccntun that !>tudenh \\Tt c 
'' ilfulh d1:-.rc~arding rule:. m an unsc rupulm1" que'IL for ongt­
nalit' ,6 he btu t' witn<.'" to the emer~ence ol " ruk­s<.epun ... m" ,,·hie h m.ul\ archttecl\ tod,,, would l<))l\td<'r 1hc 
e' enual u a it ol modem archit<.'lllll e Hence. unul the n.l­
ture of"rule'" and "mk-su .. •ptin,m" has been re<,ohed ''ith 
re'>pect to both d•snplmc'l. there ... ecm' liulc poin1 111 cnqun­
mg wh\ or IHH\ th" scepunsm aro\e m architecture. or in 
''hat man net ,ul\ m le.., do o r mtght sui\ apph·. 

ll ,.., important to cmphasJLc het<.' the gene ne quali1) of the term "ruk": lor. a ... John .\u.,tm unphed tn tlw fir~t kr­
ture of Thr Plllt.'lltrr of jwnpnuinur Drtrn11111rd, a law •~ ob\1-
oush some kind of ruk·. but all rule.., are not ncccs!>arih 'ome kmd of law .. Thu\ 111 ar('hitectur<.'. "t.' m a\ legnimateh di~tin­
gmsh between tho'e natural la'' s "h1ch affect finm/a.l and ut•llta.1, and the po-,o;tbllit\ ol .mothc·r clas' of rule" h1rh m.t\ 
or ma' not afiect o~ 11111/a~. but ''hit h is cc•rtt~mh the onh class of rule \\hi eh the rn~jorit) of architeCLUI al 1 heon't~ from 
1750 onward ha' c comidned to be tht• domain of arcllltl'<"· 
tural phik>.sopln . 

Th1s latter t\- pe of rule can bc.·<ot be under~LOod in the con­
text of those wh1ch Profes'o' llan dt'>Cus ... e~ with 1 e\pect lO 
games. ll1e ''hole e . enn· ol a g.Jme · ~ that desp11e ct•Jtain intnnsJC and '' idc:h recogn11ed 'a lues. it., rule~ are C\M'n­tiall) arbJIHn) and a matter of rom·r11IUJ11. \\'hcthet 0 1 not it i' meaningful 10 sa\ that ... omeonc pia'' tc·nms ''b<·au ululh " (a 
'icmanuc problem dis(U'>'>Cd b\ R . C . Collmgwood7 and 
other write• ~on aestheucs) nt.·c.·d not dcta111 m here J'hc im­
portant fact ,., that 11 '' cenamh mealllngful to ask '' hethct the game 11 elf'' meanmgful Some.· ullhusta~t' ma\ JliSttl\ the -.port by reference to "natural la'" ·" 'uc h .1' till' dc.·..,11 a­
h•lil\ of keeping onc.· ... clf fit, or tlw dt.·,it .thilit) ollo-.tl'ltng 'o­cial relation<,lup-.; and the· 'I(· argument" ma} \H'II pt o' id c.· <J parttal jU'>llficalion. Hut tht:\ Can 111.'\l'l UHI'-titlltl' il 111111/ JIIS­
UficallOll. ' I cnni~ ma} lw pl.tvt·d hec.tme it is hc.·aldn , hcr<~u'e 
it 1~ '>O<tall~ usdul , or 'llmpl} bc·c au'<. 11 j, t·njmablc . But 11 i' onl> playable c~t alllltctHm-pl.!}<.'tS \olttni <Hil~ .tgH't' to cct­tain rules \\hich , in a legal '>t'll'>l', lllil\- be tunwd "at brll.lt \ ... J hc\c llll<.·<; . 111 other woHh, .nt· -,old' tennt' pl.t\('1'. tuks; 
but whcrca~ no Olll' would "·otnfulh. di"'"'' lht -,ki ll o f a 
tt'tllli'>-pla ycr by som(• de·• io,ivc· c•xpt c """' sue h "' "tenni'­pla}crs' tenms," an hit<·< t\ , don ut s anclllt\\~t·t s <,ut wt' quttl' 
dear\} what would b<. d<.•1 og.llw) t~bolll the dt '< 1 ipll1Jll' ' ",n ­chill·cts' aHIIlt<.·nutt.·," "'lulg,·on..,· 'urgt't\" nt "l.l\\)l'l\ . law." 

' I he e'>'><·mially dt·rogator) tt.llllt t• of ''" h < 1 iw '''" "ll' 



11nplic,lllon that the p• act it ion er'> arc making a mere game 
out of '>Omcthmg of fa1 d<·eper huma n concern . The h i'>tri ­
onic 01 J lOI) o f a po pular advocate m a} cfl eC"ll\ clv save a 
maldac tor fl ()Ill we ll-d<:<,crvc d rctribuuo n , () J dcpnvc a 
phuntill o f th<.· r<.·stlluuo n o f hi -. right \; but ll w•llu uall) •m­
tJt e th <.• .JUdge , and mu-.t b e com•dered b~ am thoughtful 
m em be• o f the Jllr) a'> bc mg ju\1 as d e'>piC".tble as the medical 
.,11tuo '>ll\ '"hich p rolo ng ., the '>enilit ) o f an oc togenan an b\ a 
few mor<.· momhs, o r th..Jl architeC"tural ' irtuO'>ll\ wh1ch d Jsr<.·­
gards the rea '>onablc rcqui1 ement '>of a ( lle nt a nd the amcni­
ue-. o f h" neighbolll s 111 the !.carch fo1 "arti'> uc" expre.,s •o n . 
IL is not that these aspect~ o f fo rensic, surgkal 01 architec­
wral s ki ll arc held in low regard. Wha t is crilid i' <:d is the cyni­
cism, w nce it and diMo rtio n of values which arrogates to one 
aspect of p ro fess io nal skill a virtue isolate d fro m the total 
good wh ich the pro fessio n is intend ed to achieYe and the 
purpo.,e 11 is inte nded to ser.c. 

l'..th JCall}. the n , the m ost ob .. ious afhnit ic between JUris­
p•ude nce and architectura l philo'>oph\ would seem to be 
tho-;e ba'>ed on what arc termed " natur.1 l la' \ .. and those 
ba '>cd on law' concernmg \Olu ntan obliga uons. Bu t it seems 
worth emphJ '> IImg that. m the fir l catcgon, the CJenufic 
concep t o f " la w" deri , ed i n iuall ~ from thejuJ-idical concept 
of la \\ . ra t he • tha n 'ice ' ersa. Ne,,· ton regarded h1s o ' ' n d •s­
co\ crie~ as s imph " math e mat ical prinuple'> of natural 
philo~oph}." and it was the Re, . J ohn \\"alii~ who fir t seems 
LO have rela ted the m to the La ws of Divine Providence. H e 
coined the term "Gene ral Laws of Mo tion ·· m 166 whe n ex­
plaining h is as tro no mica l theories to the Royal ' ociet\ . It 
seem s doubtful whc the1 the no t ion of sdentific " la,,·s· · en­
te red Fre nch tho ugh t be fore \ 'o lta1re pub li.,hed h1s Eltmmts 
dr la Pllllo\llphtr dr .\"rwto11 in 173, . when he rder-. in hi'> pref­
ace to · ·er~ lo•~ pnnutn·e~ dt la uaturr CJllf' .\"ru ton n daouu'l /1'1. ·· 

MoreO\ er. e \ en though D1.johmon ' s dcfinllio n o fla,, a<; " an 
e '> tablished and comtant mode 0 1 proct• '-: a fixed corrc po n­
dencc o f cause and effect" c;ound' .,cienufic m a modem 
\ense. the -.oune he 1{1\e' fo r thl\ ddHHllon '' ' hakeo;peare·.., 
C) tllbl'ltne. 

Hence the que\tJo n: ·· 1 o '' ha t <.'X tent do the l.tw govern­
mg ra tio na l stnJcture'i a nd fi.mcllona l plan' rdat <.' to natural 
fa \\ ?" is of" 11101"(' rd e\ a nee 10 JUr!itprudenn.• than maght ftl''>l 
appear , beca use if o ne con..,Jder'> ~ trunur.t l and funcuon.tl 
laws in rela tio n~hip 10 tlw p hJlo-;opln o! hn'. ra ther than to 
the philoo;ophv o f st ience, o ne can N ' wh) 'iO much ,·a riet\" 
pcrmi'lsible. The p r<.''- tige of wide-span ' tr uu ural cng\nee•­
ing-de..,pite the numlwr of bndge~ ''hi eh haH' dramaLJ(alh 
r o llap!-.cd- ha' tended w mal..e an h itt•c t s th llll.. o f the "l.tw~" 
go, erning \ hon-..,p.tn 'uuclllral dcMgn a~ Jmpo,mg Jllllllllltl­
bl<: shJ pe' o n ' ' rtl( t ural nwm bel' ,ut h t h<H tht' \ betome ''m­
ph a J..ind of (t.agt am of the mm•m.tl dinH'JbJo n' n t.•eded w 
rt.'"'t bt•ndmg. cnmpH''''nn, bucl..lmg .md 'lw.umg. For O\ e1 
a c·e ntuJ'. the• don:. the phJLo , opln of .u ·chllntu• .•l su·ut­
tlllt' ' ha.., ..,uflea·d thn>ugh lw mg .mJntdll•t tu.tl b.utl<.·ground 
''here the mo-.t ' on!ero u' hdligt•n •nl' h.n t ' bt.•t•n tlw ultr.t­
J.ttio nal..., t '> . \\ ho a ·g;ud the ,hape' o f .tll \ ll lHttH .tlmembt•J, 
a., mat h l'lllclll<.l lh J>ll'dt•t l'llli iiH.'d . ,11\d the ult l cl-.lt' 'tlH'tt' ' · 
'' ho reg.ml them ,1, complt•tt•h .11 blll.tn . 't t't the Jlllldtn.tl 
(as oppm t:d to tht.· .. ,('H'n llhc" ) tOJHl'J>I of " nat uJ .I ll.t\\ " '' 
es~entia ll ~ coJHt'Jll ('d widt the pH''( nptton o f m•n•m.Jl H '· 

Cfllil'l'liiC'lliS. I Olll l'i~ t t'H'l H' (4cll(kd 'llllllf>IU.ll\ l,\\" .1' Jl,\lll ­
l'a l. I k1H t', .lit ho ugh .111 .11 t h it et t I\ \ t'l \ 1)1 opt' I h h.tbl t• 111 l,l\, 
if I he dunt.•n,ions o( lu' S l\J< tlll<Jilll('lllht•J ., I HOH ' lll.ltkqu.llt' 
lo1 '> t.lbll it ' . one t .111 Jt'athh t' JI\ ,,,tge m.ul\ 1 e,t,on' " ll\ lw 
might bt• mm.tlh .uHI plOfc, ,io n.tlh I'" ' 1hed 111 tkhht•J.tll'h 
t' '< n •d utg the m ullm.ll dmw n"on' ..,ut h Jll'llht .Jllon '' ould 
.l lliiO\t t t.'l lcllllh Jt•l.llt' to 'lllllt' Cl \Ill t'pt of hulll.lll h.tppmt·,., 

o r hum<~ n d1gnit\ , a nd hence might legit imately be rcga•ded 
ac, ba,ed on " nalurc ... I hough not on "natural la\\" a<; th<· 
term 1 gencralh undt·r'>lOod b~ '< ic·mi .. t ... . ,\ pall from in­
cl a' •dual d<'fmli JOn~ of nilturallaw, man~ "-.tun' or aggr<·ga­
llom of nawral la\\ ha\e been forrnulaL<'d b\ <,ucre.,'>iH· gc:n­
crallla llon., during the la 'it two centuri(''>. ' I he) arc importa nt 
hccau'>c t lw~ '>eem to haH· one fundamen tal qual i 1 ~ in rom­
mon, namel} an appeal to a uniwr\al ideal \\ hic'h can be.· 
enunCiated m the form of ccnain principlec; of order. 
\\'het her 01 no t an) kind of " •dear· i~ valid w1ll be dJ'>< U'>'>ed 
in due c.oUJ-,(·. 13u tll l ~ rele, a n t a1 thl '> '> lage to note thilt a pa•­
uw lar gcn('r.:t tion often ha~ lhc illus1o n Lhat it' fmm ui.Hiom 
o f " na tura l laws·· a re uncqui,ocallv apphrablc to C\ cq c\en­
tu ali t ~ b\ th<.· .. imple L~'•<· o f rea~on . Ye t jum t'> U'>ua lh find 
that wha t i ~ "rauonal"' • ~ lec,c; a mallei o f la '' than a matter o f 
fact . and 1he faa lm<· of archi teCts to apprenate thio; bac;ic 
theo reLical dl'; tincuon-c;o ob' ious in lega l lht'Of)-ha o; ob­
'icured much of the merit o f the '>o-ca lled Rauo nali'>t ... chool 
of thought 

The Ratumali't thcof} . a expn:., ed for example h~ \ ' i­
o llet-lc-Ouc in hi' se' cnth E11trf /Jm. is a clc<tr illmtnllio n of 
th• problem :\ buildmg. according to him. i' a ' o n of "or­
gamsm "'; the "''ble mamfeo; ta tion of the la'' of nature: and 
he com•der'> 1t •llogical to enund atc: am o th<.·r kind o f rule. 
\ince tnH' a rchiteelUJdl forms arc nothing mo re o r le,., tha n 
the ··expressio n" of '>trunure. Bul Lhi.., " cxpre,'iio n·· ( a n onh 
be deduced b) rea.,on, and once archit<.·nurdl t heuri'> t ~ e m­
bark o n pccula u on as to what is tmcwrall \ rea'>cmabk. the\ 
arc con from ed wllh the same di lemna \dlJCh confrolll'>Jllfi~ts 
when the\ arc a ked to prognosucale wmernmg legal JUdgc.' ­
mems invoh mg the interpretatio n of " rea so nable'' bc h<n i­
our. Admlltedh "' e n JUn't' are dl\ 1dcd a' to the nature u f 
this dilemna. po abh a a re uh of the po lit ical them'"\ 
(deri' cd perhaps from ~lontc.,qUJeu ) whereh\ there ha' been 
a failure to d• ungUJ'\h bet,,een ~cneral rule-. and Lhc p JOb­
lem o f mterpre ung tho e mic autho rita u, e h m a pan1cula r 
context. 

Thu' ~lontc.,quieu · ., a ,en ion that "' thne i' nn hbt·rt \ If 
the JUdJuan po '' er bt.• no t cparatc.·d lrom th<.• le~J,lJturc.· and 
exccuti,e"9 i' maniles th llll'leadmg. ~imc it tgno r<.' ' tlw 
legJ<.lau' e pow<.·• "llllh Lhe judician mmt ine' llabh a "<.rt. 
Hence (if l ma\ 1 e phra<.c a remark b' Plllfe,,or l lan Ill mh a 
\\ cl\ 3!-. to gl\ c 11 a -.pc:nficalh arthitenur.tl impli t<HJon) thC'rt" 
a1 e two m inimum condt! Jons nt·n ·.,.,,u \ and ,ufl• ut.•nt fm tht: 
<.'XJstcnt.e of an .trchllt·<· tuJ.tl '>\~t<' lll On the· one.· h.md thow 
rulC' ol bcha\IOUI "hich an· \ahrl .tnordmg w th t ' Htt·m·, 
ultunate n nc.·n a o f ' a lid it' mu't bl.' ~ c.·m•r.Jih ob c.·H·d .• m d o n 
thl' o the r hand 1/1 111/1'~ of ltW.!' ' lt!lll 'f"n{\wc thr cntnw of m­
chJ /t( /uwl t a lull/) and ah rllft., of cltallf!.t 111111 mljudJWIIOII 1111111 br rj­
/fflll tl) fl((t'f•trtltl\ common put-· 11r1 dauh.IO 

Enou g-h i' I..JHI\\ n of tlu h1,ton of .11 dtllt't tm.tl tht·o•' 
during tht• l,..,t t\\ o hunda·d \l'•ll ' fm tlw liii J)()l l.mn· t•f aht• 
lu ,t rondiuon Ill bet'\ Jtknt_ Ft.'\\ tht•oJ i.,t' h.n t' t'' t'l htTn 'u 
t'< n·nll it ,b to d t·n' thl' ~t'lll' J .JI 111k' of .tn hllt'lllll t'. f \l'll 
.uno n g the k.uhn g t omh.ll.mt ' t•ng.t~t·tl 111 tlw Cotlm 
Rt·\ J\ .11'' Jlltt'I JH'tlll t '- lllk, 11 t.ln t'.hlh lw 'hn\\11 th.tt the 
gt' llt'J ,t l p11J1< tplt•' pmtul.att•d t)\ \ 1ollt. t lt·- DtH d dk• hull' 
ft om tho't' pn,lul.ll t.'d lll tllalh IH Ru,l..m.ll .md 1h.tt tho' t' 
po, tul.ll <.'d ll\ l'u~m t '' diflt•J littk hom thow pmtul.Jttd 1)\ 
\ ' Jtlll\lll ' llw f•u 't l .II JOII and ' H'l lht\ uf lht· Cotlm Rt'\1\ ,JI­
l't ' · q u.1n eJ, (to tlw n ;tt•tJI th.Jt the' ll'fl• IJu,ll .tllltj.! .md ' ' t'l· 
1ll'l 1 t''\lht•cl h 0111 thl' l.ulull' Ill ~l.I ' Jl I hi' llt'l'd fm t·, t.tbiJ,Jt­
lllf_ tht' tlllt'JJ,t of '.thdtt' .tnd I hi' llllt•' of t h .• n~t .uul 
,lllltllht.ttlllll \ nd 'lllh fJU,Il,tllOII,ll1d '-ll'IJ!It\ lllll,llllt'\IIJ 
hh he tlw lllciH' nl .Ill\ tlwon of .11 dntt'Uill t' ''I m h dot•, not 
'l't'lh.tt (ll/rcl,llll' ,a, hmd.wwnt.tlto tht• tl.lllll.tllJ\\' of 111 lu-
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tt'' tutt. ,t, 11 ' ' to llw nawral l,n\' of 'Otlt'l \. '"Kt' .nn la\\. 
\\ ht•tht.·t tt bt· fi.ll c; n,,~,. ot .u-chitcuut.tl. '' llll',llltngit':-' t'\.et'pt 
m ,o 1.11 "' tt '' 1 d.ttt'd to spccifi<: ea~~..·, \ '"mlar ar~Uillt'lll 
.tppht:, to · hnllttml.tl"m "-the tcmt u'ualh cmploH·d b' 
.11 t hHt't:llll~tl hi,tor i;tm. to tndicatc that ,l,ped of Ratton.thsm 
tutht'tnt-d \\ ith t'nit iem pbnnmg b t't \llltt' the 1\apokontt 
t•rJ, \d\l'll l)UJ,Illd publt,hcd ht IIC.:III,t', the pnnopk th,lt 
l,!ood pl.mnin~ '' the e ... ,cncc of good an hitcttun: h.~!- bt•cn 
cmmci.Ht"<.l \\ llh tht· t omplacem implit.Hion th.u the nu:tt• 
fonnul.nion ol tht: l.m would ll..,df t'murt• ration.tl 'P<IH'' 
[, t•n the nunpktc .tb,cnce of am ''''bk 'onologtcal Jmllh­
< .uinn (()I tht• 'P.:I(('o; dchneatcd in Dlll and'<. published pia m 
'l'l'llh w h.LH' bt·t•n m er looked b\ t ho'e "' ho (pet haps llllW tt­
un~h l ha\C· 'llh,cnbed to hi wnuen dounne. ln 1 cccnt 
\t.lr'. the ptomouun of the stud' of human rebtton'h'P' .tnd 
lum.m em<llinn' from the realm oflllcrature to the dtg-lllt\ of 

.., 'ual "cu:mt''· .. combined with the a\H' tn,pired b\ elec-
11< mt t omputet ' · h.t' led to a re urgcncc and enhanccmem 
ul l)ur.md'' thcon \\hereb} architeuUJ al planntng 1 ag<un 
, on,trlt·r ~..·d to he 'ubject to the -,a me kind of "la\\.., .. "' tho't: 
'tudit.·cl in ntht·r dcpartmt·nl'> of the Ecolc Pol) technique. Yet 
\\hen the actual dt.\1 11 ol a maJor public building i:- im oh cd. 
11 ,, :tpp.ut·ut (hum the 'a:.t '-ariel) of ,oluuon' con,idcred 
totalh a Ct.'ptabk b' thche who de!>igned them) that the dc­
mt·nt ol unct.·rtaint' j.., commcn~ur.ue \\ ith the ra/roru• drn­
dnrdt tontt. mm~ the application of the fifth amendment ol 
the l nitet.l t.Jit.'' Comtitution.13 

llenCL. thl rondtl'iton to be dr.t\\n from (Omparing the 
la\\' of natun: a., the\ affect the philo oph\ of archnenure 
'' ith 1 ho,(• ''hi rh arc the concern of JUn prudence \\ ould 
'l"Cill to he a' foil m\ s: \\ hereas m juridtcal law two distinct 
dcmcnb are t'''enual. namel) a bod} empowered to tn:ate 
la'\. and an adequate number of trained prole ional em­
pm' cred to mterpn:t it: in architecture the fir 1 of the"e ele­
ment<. j, trrdt.·\ant, 'inn: am uch law a-. exiq are enher the 
three pnman gt·rH:ral la'' of \'itru\ iu (fimutns. ultltlns and 
t rnu.!lal ). or rnatht.·maticaJ pnnople' ,,hich are .,o o;pcciali7ed 
·•' to be lHJhide the competence ol purd) architectur.il \tu­
cite,. Tht.•,t.• rna\ cleri' e from experiment in acoustic . truc­
turalen~incctin~. 'nciolog). ps\cholo~. climatolotn or an) 
other 'cienct•. B111the purpo. e of an architectural philo opln 
i~ nut to ll''tthe \alidit' oflaw . but to c<;tabli h the crneria of 
'.tlirlit' and tlw rule., of change and adjudication. combtncd 
and applit·d in 'pc·cific architectural cirnumtances to p1<>­
cluH' a "jtht'' a· .. uh . ' I he philosophy ofarchnecturc '"thus 
''nom mou-. \\ ith tht.• philo oph) of architectural judgcm(•nt: 
i e. c ritici.,m . 

' I he pron· ' of' ritici m implie the need for some lind~ 
(I{ tandard, and \\hen comparing jurisprudence to the 
phaln,oph} ol .m hitecturc in the mid-l" entieth centur~. fC\\ 
p<u.tdoxc·.., an· mort.· o,rriling than the pct'>i'itence of a faith in 
l<•g,•l 'tand,ud~ and the ab.,ence of a faith in architectural 
'tandard'. Bdorc I i50. \\hen truCLUJal material'> "ere \irtu­
.tlh limitc:cl to tirnb(·r and mason f). \\ ht.·n tunur.1l calwla­
uom \H·rc· cumpklt.'h un ciemific. \\hen human need) \H:re 
'clam d' '>irnplt·. \\ hc·n building-1' p(· \\ere rdathcl} f(·w. 
.ut cl ''hen tlw pattt·rn of cities "ere rclati\C:l} hornogt·neou-., 
it 1 not 'u' pr i'ing 1 hat the 'alidit~ of fundamental pnnnplc\ 
ol Antiquil\ c uuld bl' <Jcceptcd b~ 1 ca onable men without 
In pocri" . ' I hdt notiom of order. atrangenH:nt, c·ur -.thrn), 
'' urmc·tr' . I" opr it•t \ and econorn~ 11 m a~ not ha' c· cot re­
"J>onded <'X.t< th tu tltoo,e of ancient Rom<.·: but tlw rorH:-

pcmdcnc c· "·t' t·\ idc.·nth '>Ufficientl~ < lo~c· 10 allo" a uni\ct­
al cone c·pt of ar < hit,·cwral '>l<lndarcl\ t«J ftnd "ide ac cc·ptan< c· 

amollg tfro,c· \\lto, bcr..ttl\(' of infhlellH' or afnuenrt•, \\('rl' 

f;o I H~ 

able to conu ol tlw ('m imnment \\hi< h ,,re hitects "ert• c..l llt.•d 
upon w < r(•,He l'ocl,l\. ho'H'H'I, the multtphcit\ of building 
matenak tlw .t<h.mu.·, in at:tut .He !>llUUural anal\'''· tlw 
complex at' ol 'ottl'l\. tlw l'\.t<.•nt of financial imestm<•nt in 
real estate .md tlw IIHOmpaubilll\ of nmlliCting urb.lll pl.an­
ning requ11 cmt'lll' h<l\ e n cat eel a '" \J,\1 ion where the , en· 
notion of a "perft'tt bt11ldmg" !.C('Ill., not mere!\ incongtuous 
but 'inu.tlh me-an in~ le.-" 

fhe .tme anrongntou' daspant' " <.'\ldcnt 111 la\\. 'et the 
beltcf in ,t,md.u d' '' not thercb\ dcsu O\ ed. When Ametaran 
plulosophcr~ and JUII't' framed the l 1nned States Consutu­
uon. Amenr.tn l,t\1 'crs \H'rc ).ltll 11.1incd in England, or sdf­
t,lllght on the b.t\IS ol English lcg,ll comnwntarie . I knee. it 
ts not surpri,ing that their llna allempt!. at creatmg idea l 
republican fa,\ .;hould comi't ol tlw 'agucr legal conccph ol 
. \ntiquil\ am.tlgamated \nth the 11 .tdiuonal peci £ic pri\1-
lc~e of then Brita h ann·.,tor'o: 01 that. m the cxpandmg 
econom\ of a ne" capnalist and mdm.tnalist societ ~, tht'\ 
!.hould interpret "ltb<.'rt\ .. and the "pur,uit ofhappinc !."a~ 
legal pnnciplcs mdtCatmg that kgaslation 'hould be ltmucd 
to the ecuril\ of pcro,om and propen\. Toda\. when lcga!.la­
tion. like archnt•cture. "' thought of pnmar;h as an imtru­
ment for ociaf reform. the incentl\ e.\ ofiered tO fa\1 \Cl\ 10 

find wa) of nrcunn eming the law arc in <;ome circumstanc('\ 
more tempting than the incenLI\ e' to urge their trict ob.,cn­
ance. and experts on taxauon la\\ "tll more frequent!~ b(• 
called upon to ad' i\c on ho" taxation can be a'oided wnhout 
penalt), than how the £ilocal intention of the legi!>lature 
would mo t proper!} be fu lfi lled. 

The importance of the ad\ i!>on function of law\·crs tl> of 
fundamental relevance to am LUd\ of _Jurisprudence as it re­
late to architectural philo oph-. , .,mce legal ad,-ice is c<;scn­
tialh a foreca t of court deci tons . and coun deci!>ion arc 
ba. ed on the notion of conmlnU) and coriformrty to ~tandard.1 or 
nonns ofJudgnnnll. 1l1c archiLectural implications of this prin­
ciple are e' idem to anvone \\ ho cares to compare the deci­
ston of the lradiuonal r.cole de~ Beaux-Arts juries Wllh the 
re!>ults ofjuf) densaons 111 recentmtcmauonal competitiom. 
The gradmg of French academtc projects after a "judge­
ment" sLill sugge t that the juf}. after stud\ ing se\ et al hun­
dred projects m a few hours. e\e!llualh concludes that a cer­
tain solution i best, and hence that C\<:1"\i scheme which 
approximates to this solution should rcceiH· a "mention" 01 

a "medaille." Similat techniques seem to have been med in 
judging some of the ninctecnth-cemurv public competitiom 
in l':ngland (such a' that for the London Law Court'>) . rtw 
prcmiated schemes ha' c much m common, so pre.,umabh 
the rejected schemes \\ere ba ed on concepts \\hi eh the Jlll' 
deemed inferior or unacceptable. Yet(('\\ would claim that a 
similar philosoph) has been in endence an recent maJOI wm­
petiuons. It seems fatrl)- clear that the prrzes \\'t·re not 
awarded to the'>< hcmcs whtch cl a boa atcd , in a superior man­
ner, certain norms(() be found among man) of the lllOJl' ,JC­

complished ~ubmisston<;, but that. on tlw contran . tlw \tlll­
ou-; pnze were gaven to the schc·me' wht(h secrnt·d mo'l 
dasttncti\Cl) idiosyncratt<. 

The desirabtlit) of such no1ms would seem to suggnt 
that instead or thmkang (){ tlf'IIIU/fll ao, 'Oillt:thang whit.h, in tfH' 
domain or ar< hiwctural creativity, j., highly pcrsonill , \\'(.' 
'>hould think of 11 mot t.• in tetms of the kind of 10m1/ ob/Jga/wll l 
legally assonaL<:d with the not ton or pt optaet ). bt.·n 111 

games. where tlw rult·'> an: cl as<, c·tton<u\ , sornc kind of 11111 

t'nrlifm is implac·d; and tiH tlllJ>CH taaH (' of thi '> fan is onh 100 

clc-ar when one runstd(·f\ ho .... dell.,l\<'h tht· te11n '' ((>11\l' ll­

tional" is uwd bv c nun of th(• "Fuw At 1 s " When p.aint <'" ot 



poC'l!'! arc "unconventional," it i'> a pcrl.onal decision con­
nccl<:d \Vllh thl' cxprcs\ton of their own pt·ivatc cmouons. In 
~o (m a!'! it cease!> to be purely pt ivate, it will usually only con­
cc• n ,cry few people. But JUSt as the publtcity gtven to certain 
painting'> or ccnam poems can be com1dered, by society, to 
be ob~cene or libellou'> according to law, so we should con­
sldt•t whether 01 not unconventional modif1catiom to our en­
v1ronmem can in certain circumstance!> fall so far out~ide the 
norms of convention-either by being too Idiosyncratic or too 
Wlllllflgwntn•t'--as to outrage publtc nouon~ of decorum and 
propriet ). If so, what is the architeCl's moral rcspomibility in 
this respect ? 

The abili ty LO establish norms is clearly more dillicult in 
architecture than in law, since in the laller profession, the no­
tion of pH'Cedml is still highly prized. Yet even with precedent'> 
as a guide. diflercnces of judical opinion arc only too fre­
quent, as is bcwtlderingh ob' ious from the number of time 
dcci .. iom in primarv court!> arc re,cr<,cd b} courts of appeal, 
and b} the number of times a llnal judgement of the t.:nited 
States Supreme Colll i rendered on the basis of five in favour 
and four agaimt.l5 \\'hat chance. then, has an architectural 
jurv. wluch regards p1 ecedent as a defect rather than a \lrtuc. 
of achieving Judgement '' h1ch will be acceptable to the con­
LC\tants, to the profession and to the public at large? 

This que<>tion can be answered m two way , and both an­
swers not o nly call in que tion certain basic assumptions in 
current text-book!. on architectural philo!.ophy. but indicate 
how salutary it would be for architectural theorists to study 
their own subject on the basis of the method~ of teaching law. 
First, the cur ren t arch itectural assumption that precedent is 
the worst kind of guidance can onh be ba ed on a partial con­
ception of architecture: that i to sav, on the" Aesthetic" the­
or\' criticiLed at the beginning of thi e sa'. econdh. few ju­
rists can ju~tiliabh claim nowada}s to be judging b-. 
deference to the standard of the public, o;ince the architec­
tural profes ion-mainh through the mnuence of Le Cor­
bu ·ier-tcnds increasmgh 10 regard Itself a a paradigm for 
the "hole human race. 

The fact that legal judgement •mphcs cruena and that le­
gal o ·iteria impl} idea b. has gn en rise to a ba ic contro\'ers\ 
in jurisprudence which cannot be ignored when tn ing to re­
late jurisprudence to the philosophy of architecture. Thi 
contro\'crsy. expressed in simple form, i11 whether or not the 
concept of "j us tice" is inherent in the concept of " la"··" Ar­
chitccturall ), this corresponds 10 the di!Tercnce of opinion 
between those who contend that there can be no such thtng 
as "bad architecture," because if a buildmg is badh designed . 
it i' not architenure at .111. but simph "building." 

'ow the• e <·an be liulc doubtthat.ljttnst's failure to fore­
cast acntrateh .1 kgalh \'a lid court deo,wn " m no '"\\ 'n­
on} mous w Hh an as'\Cition that juo;ucc ha' been demed. But tl 
w<.' transcnbc thl\ dt'tmction into an ,lrchHertural context. 
and ask whet het the liulure to de'>tgn an "ideal building" 
m<.·ans that then·" no 'urh thmg a' "ideal .11 chlll't tun·." the 
.m ... wer seems comp<uabk to the 1\]W of Jlh\\Ct ,,h1Ch JtiSll· 

fi l'' the ... tuch of kgal duta. In h1w . though tht•tc can he no 
such thing ,1, ,111 ideal JlHitnal dcn-.wn, the corH l'pt ol Jtlslln' 

makes it t•sst•ntml, 111 a ri\'i lin·d socict\. lm jucltual dcci~oimh 
lO approxmmt<.' a~ dosch as poss1hk 10 th1s concept. Such a 
ccm<<.'pt ne<:cl nei thl' t be .1hsu act 1101 Ulll\ t•nt~l: on the con­
trary. 1 he Ill Oil' the con«:pt of j u ~11< t' rd.ttt•., 1 o tlw n:al itl l'' 
and cll\l'"llll'\ ol tlw .lUITIInistJ.IliOII of tht l.1w, till' hcllt'l 
But un)(:-,, ],1\, 'rhnols dt•mand U)flstant 1 dk< tio11 on the 11.1-
tun· of 1ck;ll Jll'll< l', 11 '<.'<.'Ill' doubtfultf thl' .1pp1 m.Jm,llwn o)l 
human JUdgt' llll' lll\ w thc tdl·.ll of JllSllt t' will hl' m.tmtauwcl. 
.md 11 tl'Jtamh w11l not lll<t('ast 

In conclmion, then, it ma} be as<,crtcd that the \tudy ol 
lead ing cao;e<, in legal education pla\l> the same role a\ the· 
stud) of a1chitcctural ideah in architectural education, and 
that both are mcreasingl) nccc C:t!T a the complexit~ of each 
discipline grows. Both arc essentially concerned with the two 
fundamental facet of every legal or architectural problem: 
the search to identify the perfection of each discipltnc ac­
cording tolls nature, and the critical earch for speofic exam­
ple of chcmo11s which approximate closely (or arc pre,entcd 
from approximau ng closely) to these perfections. 

Abstract '>peculation about " perfectjusticc" is, 10 isola­
tion , as futile as abstract speculation about "perfect architec­
ture." On the other hand, exclusive concentration on the ac­
tual conditions of architectural o r legal practice arc likcl} to 
prove debasing to both professions. The art of effect I\ el) 
teaching juri prudence and the philosophy of architecLUre 
must surelv be to treat both these aspecLS with sufficient real­
ism to make their reJe,·ance obviou to the student, whilst at 
the a me time applying uch techniques of criuct m as will 
gi,·e each tudent a sense of profesl>ional mtegrit\ ; for unles 
this sense of tntegrit\ is inculcated m the fonnati\e tage of a 
profes ional career, it seems doubtfultfit "ill emerge during 
the temptation<. and human fallibilitieo; of profe ional prac­
tice. 
SOTI:.S 

Boulli,"} tf'a/llr ou Jrclutrdwt (t>d. Ro\enau). p . 30: "Oh! cor~b1tr1 nl prifn­
ablr lt sort dn l'm1/ltl rl dn hontiMl dr lrllrfl' l1b"l tl •mu aruun• "/"" dr dr­
prudauu 11.! pt~n•tlll rlwnn 10111 lruH SUJrll tl 11/lt'lt 1'1111/JIIIIIon dt (nH £"1" • 

2. In countne~ where thl· la\\ has been cod1ficd, pedagoga·alte<hmqm·., 
necce~sanh d1ffer from tho".' com1de1 ed mo\t dlecu1c 10 JUn,dJC llom 
\\here the An~tlo-Amencan common la\\ tradnton pr(>\JJI' 

J S1r Gl'Orge Paton (Tnt-book ofjurupru.Uila I 1967) p 96) p<>llll' outth.Jt 
Ansto!le "made 3 u~eful d1suncuon bet\\een n.uural Jmtin·, \\htth " 
um' e'"'al. and comenuorul JU~IIcc.-. "htch bind~ onh becc1u•c 11 " ... , dt·­
crec-d b' a parurul.tr authonl\ ·· 

-1 In 1r \\ 1lham Blacl.none·~ preface 10 ht< Com .. nrtann, ht· bt·gm• ·· llu. 
folio" mg ~heel< contam 1he •ub•tance of a cour'e of I~IU!<'' on the 
La"~ of t.n~land. '\\h1ch ~~oen:o read b\ the au1hor 10 tht• l mH·r,ll\ of 
o .... rord I h on~in.tl plclll tOOl tl\ n~e m tht· H'ar I 753. and. llUt\\ nh­
standmg the no, eh' of \Uch an ;~uempl mth1• J!;e and coumn, .mcltht· 
prCJUdtlC\ U<U.tll\ lOilCl'l\l'd agam lam tnnO\<IItOns 10 tht• e\tablt•ht'<J 
mode of e-ducation, hl· h.td the •.tll\lacuon 10 flnd. th.u h1' endt·a\uur' 
\\c.'re cntouragt"tl and patromlc-d b' 1hu e. both m tlw umH·r"'' and 
out ofu. "hose good opnmm <tnd t tN.'m he ~~oa\ pnnnpalh de,truu' tu 
obt.un:· 

5 Op. nl . th \ ' 11 
6 C.ou" d'. IHhltU/IIrr colllttlntlllrl ucoru dom1tr1 r11 I 750 C$ in II'HI''" •un·a1111 

par J f Rlorl!lrl ( 17i 1), \nl I\', p '\\ 11 f\1 dt Jflllu·drrhllrrlfl q111 /Jlfltlld· 

till qur lfl riglr~ "' lcn "" qu ·a lrl ''"btlfll\\fl ($a tlftiJIUlfT./Hllll (111111-dllr. In 
t•tt•nntr dr lrw l"lfl/.ltlltrltoll ·· Cf al'o Jfnd p. 1111 "Qu'11.! '" trolilll /H"· 
ro11111tt qurlqlltHIII\ lrut J<llll mtwdlf q•u tout r•l rpm~. C:: qur, /111111 f"rwillr 
nruj. 1l j111tlt tmm rr1ou" ti la IUI~IIImlll' .. 

1 R . C Collmg\\nod, rht Pnun{rlf\ of hi [19:1:'>). p :SY 
8 l-:11/tt/ltu• "" I'.IHhlltl/lllr (I "63). \<ll I , p ~ 5 11 nllm/>Olllblr d mlrtn n 

1111 idifurdu .\ll/1 >ltrltOilll'\ nllarhndt•J•' 1• d" rc>lnt'>.lnlll 11111110 sa UJII· 
d1tr, rl SOil Ot"E:r111l\IHI, IIJt /1'"' "'npnmn auu1 (.r/11 form• n'rll pa1l1 •hullo/ 
d'uu (riJ!Ilct, pm">qu'rlu "·,,, 9''' l'n.ptnnoll. d«arrr u t'OW tooulr_ dt In st•ut­
/mr. J' 11t I'"",,. " d · n in •r.:frj tmpa>«> n la fount. put~"' In qunl1tt proprr 
a <rllr Jotmr r<t rn ti toutn Its 11lt r~N dt In i/ructutt 

9 bpnt dt> I Du. Bl.. " d1 \I t' /Jt ID lOII\IIIuhon d:tntlrlmt ) 11 r I 11 
pourtntlO•tdrl•lntr\ "* "•uttlt)U n n·ntpm,;parrrddapuu!4•crliJ:n 
lnln'l rl rlr l'ntnthll ...,Ill<<' '"me:- tomnwnt.ltnl' ha,,. d"l'llld lh.u 
mn'l ul tht• pnnttpk' '"'P"."'-d b' \l<•lll~ 'qUil'\t Ill th" 'hdptt·r "u e 
dt·nH·d hum I ntlt•' lrra/Lv 011 ( n'l/ (;.,t'lnu m/, 11 't'l'lll• '"'"" pumt-
1111; nutth.ul <><l..t• dt,lln~u"l"·d 'lmph bt·t~~otTII 1he lt'\;1'1 llllt• .uultln 
l''''' tlll\l", .md d1d not «Hilmt·m nn 1lw 1mho.n' ( I Jl"' m llu' II· 
'IW< l Dtt< \·,I .nu• mul l'ublu OflllliOft 111 frt~larad. lt'< 1111~ \.I 1 I( ' Jluhc.al 
k~l,l.\11<111 ,11111, 111 .1 1,11 ~~ (',llt·r ''"<'Ill th.111 do t•n llllllt'lll' !'·'"'"! '" 
l'.n h.llllt'lll •• lllht·m.untt·n.lnu· nltlw I<>~ I! m tlw •\llllllt'll\ nl1lw l.t" · 
( l!l:.!h ··d • I' :it; 11 . 

tn 111 .\ 11 .111, n, C.c11mnl ·~ /.(n ... p 11:1 
I/ ,. ~ 111 " llw I nnp ul lnuh ' 
12 t' t: 111 the f11,t P·"•'io:I•IJih ul lhr Trur /"rrrr•lp/1• oj l'mntl'd m ( hmlmu I! 
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/l ..,, • '"'I" • r,olh (ud~· I• le Hilt h.an~ /.1r, 1 { \lr><lnt \1 • t l<n ·' JM111< 11 

Jnh (\lll!.ll<CUitltlltll,ol\lllll)u !diiiiiii,II.IIIOIIUfjthllll lllth('llllt<i 
<., t ' .. 1 \m< • n ·' 
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