
AN APPRAISAL 

A Critique of: 

~1ASSEY COLLEGE, TORONTO 
Rtpnnt,d from thF Odobrr. 1963 usur of thF Ro)'al Architectura l 
lnstitut~ of Canada J ournal Thu m ar-.r u•as ubtrqumt'' rtp h
luhrd tn a SV!!htly modifird wmo11 undiT thF tlllr .. 1/omr fm .\cl ,f. 
a11'' UJ thr Sm rmbn 2S. 1°63 r.mu of t11F Manchester Guardian. 

For member of the architectural profe aon, the main 
amponance of~b 'e' College lie in the fact that de,pite it' 
ob,,ou' cffioenC\ in plan. plea,~mne , of appearance and 

.. oundne ' of con,truction. it challen~e '' ith hamele \1-

~our mam of the b.t'ic architectural concept"" hich ' eem 10 

constnute onhodo""' ~ cxpre,.,ed in the leadmq architec
tural ma~e in Europe and the nited tatc,, 

n ider. to b~n with. the plan. According to the 
~ r tr-cardr rheori,h. uch as Profe,c;or Ue\H:I) n Da\ ie-, and 
RC'\ner Banharn. the.·" or't thing am 'elf-re pccting arr:hite< t 
can do 1 to accept either the client'<, program, or a traditional 
pro-:ram. a tht• ba 1 of hb o"n de ign. Rt·mcr B<mham 
cnuozed CO\ cntn Cathedral l>ec-.ul e. o.tccording to him, it 

ept too (o,eh to the traditional arrangem<.·nt <,f Anglit-...n 
\Wr,htp. 'kh<·n-;1 tht• \\hole litur't} ti(HJid. in his \icw, ha\(.: 
been rt>antcrprc.·rcd in l\licnticth cc.-ntun term to prudur(· a 
l\\etllreth <cntUI") progretm. Proft.-s or IJC'\\chn l><t~ie ha 
been e'en more catc.-goncal m tu~ attitude (allhough the 
umn prnng re: ult ofln aucmpt IO<tpph tu o"n 1hc·or} in 
tht• n<.'\\ "fill)(" '' 1Ju1Jdtng m<l) " ·11 ha\(.' ICnlJI('rt'd tm cHill• 

n c m tlu r< p 1): ... 1 1 • dr :111' hnt:f ~~ m:ar h o~ll\<tU 

'"'ron . and a bad hricf m :\JI4hl) u: ult" UJ cht<~~rruu§ tJrdu· 
tt• nut· .. But Ill lilt'< urnJ' trllmJ fm Man, Loll< gt·, ttw f•,ur 
COntt• 1.1111 \\ere prc <.'filed "-Jih <tn L""IH'fJU:Jy rft1.11h d IJrr••f 
tn .1 gwupclu 111 (rtarm I) llw llu•tn-. uf th• Mntt'y J •11mtl.r• 

uon) \\ ho h.l(l \er ddrnl!t! ''~ "' J•J w1Ji!il "'"'' w .. ,.,, tl, .md 
the t lrr.:nt not mcrd) JJ nfu-..j m dttir • 1J •:1111 tht phtw .. 1 
fa 1lrllc 1 cqurrcd, hut .,.,,, d du ptl:'tl~ ~~J\'IItJIJIIU mal c lMr 
• et er \\ hrc h "·• '1111 rd~.:red rw»r IJJI~bl• 

llw fl,sflll<' ol th• ,..,ll'~llli.c tn be •>1•1\ •J.qj .dll I'~~' 
er 1lw<lm lllll'fllll~uc ~I dt r:uJ ·~·~u liJ d • (~;.:!,< 111 o1 d• ~ uhm~ 

tht· 1 har et< tt•r of the drmug hall t ()JJ n ')fl 10911) ..cmcl u •m, 
nrl r t''JliU mg, l•,r cKamplt•, rho~ I (mlJbo h<)IJ1d lw fJ' •J· 

'idcd 111 lht c < unununal room :wd m •b• J c Jd• m ~ c Jl•J"- • 
room' ll1«~1· 1 no diJuht •hat tfw jnc> ram ha .!)IJ•mgh Ul · 

nucnc t.'(l, rlnot dlfl cth Ill put·d, b P''l vnal ' ( ( c..ollc I fll)IJ <Jf 
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the 1~ pe of <.·ommunit\ '' hid1 ,, .. ., e tabJi,hcd at Oxford '1..'\ en 
t·cnwric, ago .md ha-. lloun hcd 'rgorou'h C\ er 'incc·. and it 
I' clear that the tru'\lee' dcliberateh mtended that the ~ra
ciou ne"' and dignit\ of the accomodataon'i prm 1decl at Ox
ford in the middle a~e' ,Jwuld be found at ~la -,e, C olle~e. 

Font nor' fam1har '' rth Oxford, the1e 1 undoubtedh Jn 
aura of tradnumal collegiate: life c~bout the plan of tht, ne'' 
building in foronto. But intere .. un~h enough. the plan ~~m 
no ,,.a, ba,cd on that of an Oxford colle~e. and t'\ '' nkm~h 
orig"inal both in the or~ni1a11on f the: circuJauon .md the 
plannin~ of the \'ariou' room :\o'' ht·re, at Oxford, can one 
find am thin!:{ comparablt.• to the 'JMlial configuration of the 
common room, '' ith tht• dming hall '0 dt.-g-anth 'upcrim
po ed. ln f~1rt. if one anal"c and comp ne ... one fmd' th.u 
the onh realh 'irmlar le.uur e j, the.· cornm n pre,ene<. of an 

endo,ed cou11' ard \\herd>' all the: room' look onto an innc..r 
communal u.mquilit\. l'crhap, the alallk!ardr tht•on't'
\\OUid p1dt.·r to h;nc ,c..•cn an i'ol.Ht>d rt'ft.•cton and dmnu· 
tor~ block'>, .tlthough it j, diflicuh to t't' hm' one t.lll reject 
tlw contt'lllJ)Or,mcit\ ul thi, coutt\.trd pbn cx<.ept on the 

ground' th.tt it lUTrl''pondt'C.i al'o to the need' of .. chul;u~ 
l>l'fur<.· tlr<.· Fir't \laclunt• .\~<.·.and hence i no lon!!e• \ahd. 

l.t·t th rH I\\ t un,idt'l the appt•aran c of the buildmg. ,inn· 
it r" in thi' H''l)l'c t th.u ho,lllt> critic' of the de-.i-:n \\Ill hnd 
11111\r c .111\t' for r.1il I<.> I\. 111 that. m tht• name of Pro!;!re". 1 he\ 
c .sn t·.•~•h t,IJ,;t• lht· arcltitt~n to 1 ,J.: for u-.m~ fon11' n: Ill I Ill'
'c·nr of both tht• \lrcldlt• \~c.·, and of Fr.m IJo,d \\'n~ht', ar· 
chllc·cttrrt· JIIt'\JOII' 10 Wll. ll1cn:· 11 bt no doubt that the 
'' mdcJ\\ .111d 'Jl·lndrt•l tlt•t. rh. and the pmn.1 le-.. could Jll'tih
.shh lw rl.s~'>ilu·d h\ ,u, h.tcolot:t'l' a' 1100- .otha . and m thr' 
''11\1', tiH'\ .lit' «Ill tou'h omparablc to Uam and l'u~m·, 

l,u,ult•s lo1 tlw l'.ll.tu• of \\ e'tnllll,tt•t. MorcoH•r. 'IUt h 10-

"'·111111 .s~SIJII.Itrurh \\llh lllt'tlt,lt'\,ll protOI\pt"' CMl h,udl\ ht• 
rllbllll~ ,.tJ ·" fur t uuuu,, t'H'll thou~h the· .trchnc·u htrn,t'lf 
JHIJit'l!ll~ lm <lllllJiltott• ignur.lllrt' ol tht• lu,ton of .trchltl't-
11111', f fc•rlfl', 11111' hot\ till' 1111('.1'\ 'II'JH 1011 th,ll tht' ct~_~,l~ll '' 
<1111111111 ,1 luulol \ct'llt'l\, ,uul.n\ .rthlle<l \l,lll!l~ the 
hurldu1K rs 1111'\ 11,1hh r«'lllllldc•d nf th<.• bnlhanl 'Pl.'t: h m,tde 
l1y ){,,h, 11~1111 D.l\it'' · lto\\ \f.t,t<.'t of \l.l"t' ' College:. \\ht•n 
lw.tddrl' ~c·d tlw R,\I C inltlliO .• uul pr()(l,lllllt-d ah.tt .. \OLJ,IIl' 

llw rlt rgrH'I ~ ol tlu· M t•nc·r' .1g 111,1 \\hit h '"' .ut out till' 



ell .una o( our per '><>nal I I\<: . ·• 

h m;n \H.· II bt· that Robt·• u.on Da' ies and tl1(.' Fcllo\' ~ of 
i\la-.~t'\ College wdl find the same kind of comfort then: 
which the Victor iam disco' ered in their neo-Gothic vi llas a'> 
Lite\ immer'ied themsel"c~ in Si• Wailer S<.oll \ romance . IL 
ma-. be that Ron Thom ha., n.·c,ponded too \Uperficialh to 
Rober!>ton O;n ll''> · plea: "Would it not be po'"ble for some 
of ll~-a few of \ Oll architCClS and a handful of US Ordlllaf) 
people-to consp1re to bring a whisper of magmficence. a 
Shttdc of Jight-ht•cHtCdnes~ and a ·a\ OUr of drama llllO the 'll'l
ting of our da1h lt,e., ?" But here, at Masse\ College. magmfi
ccm c. light-heant·dness and drama ha' c undoubtcdh been 
created \\ 11h a ,J..,Il \\ hich borders on gem m; and the onh 
qu<.·stwn the ho-.tile crnic ma) Jegnimateh a 1.. ic; whether 11 is 
p1 ope• to adtJC'\ e thc~c effects b\ mean wh1ch 'o patcnth 
appeal, hO\\ <:'\er 'illhth . to nostalgrc remini,cences of a pac;t 
\dtidt is not Canada\, and therefore han· an exotiC as well a., 
ll'\'1\ ,1 11\tic flavour. 

Much cntin-;m of this nawre could, I think. be \alidh 
cot llll <'red by cl.timing that there is nothing \'l'l'\ wrong "ith 
ming traditional forms ,,hen builc!mg in traditional mJtcn
al,, and '>lllCl' tlm buildmg is comtructcd of hnrJ.. and limt·
\tone. 11 n>Uid tt•asonabh be urged that the det,uhng" per
fecth leg•t•m<llt' . IIO\\ C\ er. before d1scu~~~~~~ tit I' aiopctt of 
tht· ckss~n (wlm h rd.ue ... more to the' alidll\ of the \tnt< tuJ.tl 
S\SH'lll than to tltt' problem JllllltCdtatch under um,tdt·t a
lion) I ,Jtould ptl'ft•t to deal\\ uh tlw othcs cnttu'm 'dudt h<~' 
been lt•, elled .tg.un't tlw buildsng. n.mH.'h 1 h.tt 11 " remmt'
rent, 11111' form' .tnd 01 n.tmt·ntauon. oftlw c·.uh .1n hllt't turt• 
of Fs ,mk l.lo) d \\'ttght In othes word~. it '' to he condcmtwd 
bt•c,lll,t' 11 \Ccnungh mdulgc' m'' h,lt 'tl-ol.lu' Pe\\tll'l h.t, 
n ·c t'Jilh t<tllt-d ·• I he Return to lhstonc i'm" . 1 <', the tmll,t
llon of,, '') k autlwnl!C onh 111 tiH.' fu "' dec ack of the ptt•,ent 
tTilllll \ . 

Doe~ l\l,t~'<') College set Canadsan ardtllt'< lUll' bat J.. hit\ 
n•,u '··"one lllllt h,,, "'!U~e,H·cP J'hc ,ul'.w t'l t ,m mdct•d lw 
m tlw .tffn m,JLI\ t' . but onh tf otlt' H'g.ud' ,11 rhitu ttu.tl \1' lc· 
<I' c ompas.thk w f~l'>hloth Ill dotht''· "lwn:ln tlw n.ttllt c· nl 
,lJthllt'Ctlllt' rh,mgt'\ t.'\('f\ 'Jlllllg . 11 OIH tOil,idet' th.ll 
F1 ,tnJ.. I I m cl\\ 11ght \\ ,,, lllll' of tlw ptonce•' nf modctn .11 c tu
It'll lilt', .met th.u lw h.1d .tltt•.Hh re.trlwclm.ttlltll\ ll\, '·"· 

1903. then 11 1s dtfTicult to sec "h\ the forms he '' •• ~ u'>ing in 
1913 hould cease to be \'ahd in certam circum'>tances toda\. 
The operative phra~e het e, of cour,<.·, is "in ccllJin circum
stance ; " ince cl earl). the forms \\'nght used 'o succc~,fulh 
in .\lidwa' Card em are o b\ ioush not apphcablc to C\ t'f\ nr
cum~tance . But it m a\ n:a,onabh be.· as gued that ~f.l,,<.'\ Col
lege ts preoo;eh a c•rcum,tancc m \\hJCh the\ m1 appltcable. 
The building is urroundcd b' neo-Gothic mason~ and bncJ.. 
buildings of variou'> period '' nh '' luch 11 no'' harmoniLt'' · 
The geometf\ of the compo,nion '>CCm\ pcculiarl~ - ... uit.tbl<.' 
for. and in comfo1 mll\ w11h. the dsspo,nion of the.· anomoda
tion. TI1e general atmo.,phere created b\ these lonn' 'cem' 
to combine with 'm gular fd1nt\ to u e,ue bOLh thc da~mt' ol 
an academ1c butlding and the comfmt and mtiman of re.,•
dential accomodauon llms of all the \\ ork~ ucatc.·d b' tlu 
so-called " Form-Gt\ et.., .. of modern .trchitectutt' 'mu· mod
ern architecture fir, I a\'>ttmed ll' definiti\ e < harau<.·r hit' 
' cars ago. ll can hanlh bt· demt•d 1 hat. ri·om 1 he pomt of' tC\\ 
of\\ hat Robcnson J),,, lt' ' ha!> c.tlled "magmhn·nre. light
hcartedne ' and dram.1." no •dwm umld bt· mull' .. uitablt• 
than that 'durh h.r... .tctu.dh been dw,t·n .• md C.'\.t't lltt·d "11h 
'U( h m,t,t<.'t h ungm.tlit' .md 'l' l\ e 

I h<"re tt'lll.lllh thc·n nnh on<: oth<.·t po,,iblt· h.ht' of llllt
n'm (d '' t' tt''-JH.'U the 111ple Ctllt'tlllll of utrlrtn,, t, lllllllH .md 
jinurlc/\), tMmt•h tlw \,tltdll\ nftlw 'IIH<Itll,tl '''tl'ln \\ ·'' tlw 
architt'l t 1 ight to build tht' thlt't'-,tm t'\ hulldlll!.: 111 ln,ul 
lwanng brid: and ltmt''lllllt 01 'IH111ld lw h,l\ t' "''l'lll.t
tulthh c.tlkd to ht' .ud '<llllt.' of tlw llhlll' d.nm.., tuhnologt
(".tl deH•Iopmcnb w hu h h,,, l.' .tpJW.nt·d tn 1 ht l,1,t hit' 'c.u ... : 
Perh.tp' .t due to tlw ll' 'nlution ol liu' drlt•mm• '' hnuJ,Jwd 
In tlw I.Ht I h.tt .tit hough 1 ht• lt-nntl.ll u •11 .md 'I M IIth d' .11 col 
cat' ed lsmc.·,totw, till' .Ill hllt'll oJigut.tlh 'i't'< sllt•d < oJHit' lt.', 
.mcl onh .tllo\\t'd lunntww to bt· ,uh,tltllh:d \dll'n thl' lnuld· 
ing tcllltt.H tot dt·mon,tJ.llt'd th.ll 11 \\,1' < lw.tpc.·t 

'\0\\ 11 \('<'llh IO llll' l h,tt j( OIH' "<Je,tgll' .. l OIH ll'h Ill 'lit IJ 
.1 \\ ;1\ th.tt lntH''torw < .111 ht 'lllhttttllnl. tht'll' '' 'llllll tl11n~ 
mht·tt·nth \\long \\llh the <lt''ll.,ll tl,t·ll •. md 111 th1' tt.''P<'d 11 
'' Jlllt'll''llll\! to 1 ump.ut•thc luu,Jw<llnnlthn~ \\tilt om· ol till' 
t ompc·tiiJnn ptoJl'< '' ll'J<'< ted. tl.lllll'h 1h.1t In John B 1'.11 J..m 
\"'HI,IIl'' I do not for ntH' lllOilll'lll tlllt'IHI lo lJIII''IIOII th{· 

dt·u,lon o( I he )Ill\ 111 It'll'< 1111\! tlu' dc.·,tgll. lot lht't<' 'l'l' lll' 
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tlll dt)Ubt '' hat,Ot'\ t.'l that the plan oftht.• '' innin~ 'chenw '' ,t, 
heuer. and th.u 11' .tppcarancl.' ,,,\ mon.• plt.•asmg Btll 11 1' 
nntt.''' m th\ that Par!.. m As--ociatt.'' m.tdt• a dclibcJ.llt' .Htt•mpt 
tu miliLc and t.·xploit contemporan tet>hnolog' m tlwir de
,.~. t.•,pt.'l i.tlh in then mcthod of roofing tht.• dining h.tll . 
• md 1 "ould 'ugge,t that 111~ :t"Xtomatic th.ll rrall:. guat mdutrr
lurr b mjt. ,, l · _ I, • . f) r 1tun (!f ne lull awr m both art m t mul n 
snnur. u 11h thr u~r to utrlt:r and l'\plort thr mmt uJHo-datr 'tmr
turn · '' · · hat thr I~. •P rztwl lt'qllllfll ''' n r a bwldm uflliJifl' I 

\l.t"l'\ ( olk~t.' a no" completcd. i .... b' 'irtm• of lh 
H.'n t."\tdlt.nn·. ,t \aluable Je,,on to .trdntt.•ch .1::- to tht• true.• 
natmt.· ul .Ill hill'{ tu re. for Jl JIJU!\tr.He' thc fall.tC\ of bdit'\ ing 
too 'llnn •h in the la,hlonablent·'!> oftod;n ·, abstr:.lct forms, 

ju't a' 11 'h<m' tht.• ((llh of ,t.•eJ..mg mod<.'rtlll\ in 110\t.'l pt 0 • 

grammaut u·quu ement' alone. I hu' it bear' \lnl..mg t.'\1· 

dcnce to 'uppu11 tlw 'lt.'\\ th.H 1 here 1s no rca~on "11\ an ,11 • 

chitect t.Hlt.lOI nt.•.ttc a completeh <.ontcmporan butlclntg 
wllh a ll.tdlllon.tl pro~ram, ll.tdlltonal matt:nab, and gt•o
metnc. lmms t.'' oh ed Ill an earltt.•r decade. But at tht· ,a11w 
time 11 dot'' 'uggt.''l that genumc.:h epoch-making archtlt'r · 
wrc can onh tt''llh through the.: .tpplat. at ion of tht.• la1c'1 IC.' fh

nolo~lt..tl prott.'''c'' · Tht•t e" no rt:a,on wh, en•n btnldtng 
should lw epmh-making. "I hc 11 mte<.•, of the ~'"''l'\ (ounda
uon did not ,1,k fm an epot. h-mal..mg building. I hc.·, a!lk<.•cl 
for .1 building 1h.11 \\Ould ht• emuH.'nth function:tl, cmnH:nl lv 
:o.turd'. and t' IIIIIH.'lllh beauuful. and that is what thn got.. 

\ l,l"t.'\ ( .ollegc. Toronto 
-\rchuec h-l homp,on. Ben' it k & 1'1 .ltl 

.-\a hitt'<l Ill har~e-R. J 1 hum 
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