
INTRODUCTION 
As o ne of the la L s tude nt ' to h ave he ncf1twd from the 

tl'iH hing o f Pt·te r Collim and as an edit<>1 o f TJ lE FIF'"III 
COL MN, 11 '>eemed to me importa nt fm u., to pre '>e nt a '>e­
lt·c (1( )11 o f his rinest \Hiting, .. , he legacy that Prof. Coll im le ft 
ha' JMruculat relevance in tht.· a t chit<.•cttn al cl<.· ba te o f the 
pt t' '>l'lll day-in hts consi.,u.•nt and out '> landing m anner , he 
upheld 'iews that were often unpopulat in his Lime, but 
''hi eh haH~, under the curt e nt o n.,laught a gaimt the Mod ern 
Mo 1 c me nt . become accepted as norm '>. 

W t.· began the project b} e nlisting the help o f Prof. .Jo hn 
llanrock o f the University o f Cinctnnati , a fo rmer g radua te 
s tuck nt o f Pro f. Co ll ins', to be the guest editor fo r this i'>sue. 
Suhsequcntl}, a search thro ugh Pro f. Coil ins ' files unearthe d 
a w<.·allh of m aterial. T ogethc·r with Prof. ll ancock, a final se­
kctton of antdc., was m ade unde r fo ur m am gro upings­
rlt t•on , Histot"}. C:ritic io;m and Classici'>m . The resulling col­
krtion indudt''> manv o f his best essa)'S, Lil O book chapte r<;, 
thrc<.' !en ures and a elec 11on of newspap <.·r .tnicle'>, boot- re­
' i<.'' ' ., a nd bmld mg critique '> . 

I h i., monogtaph doe' not au empt to be a n gorou '> and 
"·ho la rl ~ asse'>s tnc n t o f Pe ter Collms' ra te<.•r, bu t to be, m­
stead , an Mcura te 1o lunw o f selected writings-writing' 
11 htCh deal 11 ith m an) of th t· ideals that he so J><tss ionateh and 
11 iu ily a t Larked and d efended. 

-Graha m D. Li1 e se1 
Grnham D. Ll t>l'SI')' 1.1 a mrmba of the f.d1ton al Board of THE 

FIFTH COLUMN. 

BIOGRAPHY 
Pe te r Collms, Profes~or o f Archit<.·nurc. McGill lln iver­

si t}. d ted aht•r a bn efillncs-; a t hom e in 1o ntreal o nj lllW 7 th . 
198 I . His wtfe. the .former ~1aq~aret r ay lot of Ouawa. had 
predecca~ed h m1 in Decem bet the prevtOU\ \car -\n tdeal 
teache r . alwa,., " ell pre pared h tm , e lf, he ennmraged a n gor­
ous at lentton to d etail am ong hts stude nt '> . He will be g reaLl ) 
"" ''<'d b1 hi' tollcagues, fr it•nds a nd m.ttn oth1..•rs intet ested 
Il l .tt d ttl l'f ll ll (' lie had cl swth ,md .l((ltt<llt' mmd .m d the 
aht lll \ 10 " nt c exceptional !I 11 e ll . lie" -.meh to be remem­
lw t l'd f(ll his books. Corrnr/t•. tltr 1'1.\WII 11/ a .\'t'w . lrrl11tatwr 
(u anslat('d to ltali<lll as La I 't\1011 1' d1 1111a uum•a archrlt'ltuw), 
Clunrgwg ftiNI[, 111 .\ladrnr . ltrlutnlwt• (tran sl.u ed to Spanl'h La1 
ull'ldn dt· la flll[lllft•tlflra IIHidt•tllfl , 111 f'l'H/uwm) .md lrrllltrctwal 
judgn11r11t; and,,,, Editor ul the SA HJowllal. 19G7-68. In addt-
111111 abou t ,, hundrc•d cs:-a\' and t l'' tl'\\ s h;n t' appt•ared 01 e r 
ht '> name· in nwst of tlu: .lrchllt't tu raJ pen odt< al., 111 '\nnh 
Anu: ttGI a nd b tgland. a nd for a tllll<' lw ' 'as .trrhttc·nura l 
tOIH''> J>OIIdt·n t to the .\lmul1ntrt C.~tmd1a11. I k .tlso ' ''olt' the 
atl ttk"Anht tt'tll ll<tl lheot, .. fott lw I-1W\ cluf1Nlw R1rtamuca 
One of h is<.''' ·')'\\ as n ·prtt llt:d 111 Dt Bt"dl's ( :t•nwn,u' \ n­
tho log': . l Ct•ulllt"\ nf {.rm/ Cwwcluw \\ 11t111~ . 

Lu h m his < .11 eet Pt·tt.'t Colltm de1 t•lopcd .1 spt·t ta l 1<)\ <.' 
<111(1 knowlt:dgt• ol the cll l h tlt.'( lUll' of "' ;t tH (' I ht' A·''(.' h un 
\ lilllda t d' to nH·asut c a nd rununt.•nt set toush upon .111 l.md' 
olo~tthll t'll llt .tl t'\<.' tll s. hu t Ill o the1 at l'.h .1 11 t'\l' fot hu11thug 
a lwa\S CI IOll \t'd ,1 <JIIIC'k n'' JHHl~t' Ill h1111, Mlllll'l lllll'S Jt-.tdlllg 
to unt·x pt·<t t·d ach t·ntun·s. Ills lkp:u t lllt' lll o l l r " 1,1 .md 
l•:pht' lllt.'t'a Oil< t.' < ,111\t.'d g'll',tl lilt'! I illll'lll ,I!Hl ltln t t' th.ll l ,I h t­
tk t .nllio n .tt Mt C tll !I ts \l onll t•.t l Plulog.t,lltt Inst il lilt' pro­
\ tdt•d a ft:\, strfl t'Xt' l rtse., !u t lot .tl t lu: ls .mclmtlt h pk.lstll t' ,1, 
\\t.•ll. 

Bo tn 11 1 l .t•t.•ds 111 \ 0 1 bhn t• 111 I !l20. Ius .11 t lut e< tu t ,tl sllt­
cltt•s .11 th t· l t•t•d s Cullt:gt o f \t t. IW).\1111 111 I 9 '\(i \It'll' lllll't 

ntpl<.'clln 1939 l'n '>e\en year<, m the British Arm~. f or two 
year' he wa'> a I roope r in the Yo rkshire Hm<,a rs; the n fo r 
thrc·c yea r'>, an lntdllgc nce OfTiccr , ~tiddk· Ea \t a nd Ilah ; 
and fma lh , C aptatn , Ge nera l Staff, T he \Ya r Office , Lo ndo n. 
Upon d"t harg<.· he t c·tu rncd to Leed s and obta tned a Dt­
plo ma tn Arch n ee tu re " ith Dl'>tinctio n in 1948. He we nt then 
LO $\\11/c rland a nd !-ranee to wo t k on the de\ign of re in­
{o r('ed <onet ete ' tt uct ut <: '>-mo\tly on Augu,te Pe rret 's r e­
con'> ltuction of Le Il avre. In 195 1 he returned to E-. ng land to 
!enure m At('hll e< tu re a t Ma nt hestcr and la te r to b egin 
g raduate wo rk th t.•r<.· under Profe,~or Cordingl} . Ht ~L\. 
thew ..... , he lkH'l<>pme nL of Architectura l '"I heot"} in France 
in the Mid-cightec.'nth Ce ntury," was comple ted m 1955. ·r he 
year bdo re tha t he.· rcccn e d a Silvct ~1edal fro m the Rovalln­
stitut<.· o f Briti'h At<. hllecl\ for an e~'ia~ o n "j acques-Franc;.ob 
Blo nde!." Dunng th" time he \\a\ frequent!) in Pa n s and o n 
one OC'Ca\ton, m .\ugus t 1953. he married the char-ming 
Ca na dta n w·ho \\ as la te r responsible for his coming to 
Canada. 

I he }Car he.· <.um plc ted h is 11 ork at ~1anche ter he re­
cet~ ed a Fulbright Tta,ell ing Scholarship and an appoint­
nH:lll to lcetua· 111 Architcctur.il Ht~tOf) at Yale 'ni,.en.it\ In 
1956 IH' wa., appomted an aso,ociatc profe.,, or at ~1cC.ill. 
where he betamc• re.,ponstble for reorganizing the under­
gradua te course' tn the histon. and theon of architecture. h 
,,·a\ a t tlm llln<.· that he· completed the book tmptred h1 hi' 
work with Pe r ret. Connrtt . Tht 1'1~ion of a Xru.· . hrltitutu,,. 
whtch earned h11n the lle nf) Florence Archnenural BooJ.. 
S< ho lar..,hip in 1960 . In I 962 he was appointed a full profc\­
sor of Archite<llll'l' . 11 ~l cGtll and made a permanent member 
of 'i ta iY:-b, comcidencc it wa., the ' ear he became a Canadian 
cttit(•n In 196-1. l>1 foregoing holida" and \Oml..' tele coping 
of h1s dutie., at \ lrGtll , he ''as able to accept. \\ tth well 
re membered pleasure. a 1 isumg professorship at ' m ith Col­
lcge. ln 1965, 11 hat appear~ to ha'e been hi mo" succe,sful 
book Cltafll!tllg Jd,nls 111 Modm1 . t rchttrcturr. fir t appeared Of 
thc·three .,ub~equem edition... . one was in panish. The fol­
Jm, ing ' ear he was a " umg lecturer at Cambridge L' niH·r­
s it\ . In 196i-68 ht.· 11 as edi tor of the AH j oumn/and . dunng­
the ~ummer 1acation. a ' i u mg p rofe. so r at the ' ni' er"''" o l 
Caltlornia- Bcrkle\ In 196 he reH' I\ ed the Hitchcocl. ~led.tl­
lton fi om .\11-GB 

I h.u .,,tme \eat , a .. abbau c alleaH' from .:'llcGill pet miued 
him to .. u rpt ise hi\ h tend:. b\ returnmg to Yale as a Research 
Fd lo 11 to bt·gin -.lltd ' m the llnin•rsill La1\ School-one o,m­
pects h is mtere'l m la" had been .1rou ed b" a de,lrt.' to cnn­
templatt• the htston .md thcon of archuenurc 111 cor~junt ­
uon "i th the h"tot} .md theon o f .mother dt .. nplint>. Begun 
at. \ ale, these hlll stucitc:- " <.'rt' completed m ~lontreal. .11 
Q!teens. whe n lw o btam<.>d till' ~la ter of Law' degtc<.' in 
1971 lot .1 tht'"'' on "Amc·nitl . a tud' of .Jun prudt•nu.rl 
Contq>ts whKh .\fit'( t tht• Lt•gal ( ontrol o f L' • b.m 1:-rn iron­
lllt.' nt., , .md Tlwit Rdt' ' .lilt t.' to Canadian ( .on,llttlliOtJ.ll 
I .a" ... In tll<.' s.mw H',ll htl> last hook "a~ publt,ht·d. Jr clutu­
turaljudgnnrnt. ,, t"<:llllJMt .lllH' 'tuth in deet'lon -m.lking in ,n ­
ch lleume .md la11 . In 1972 tlw a11 .11d o fth(· AlA' , Ardlllt'(­
tutt.• Ct itt< 's (.'tl.tt ion m.nl.t.·d hts t•mincnt u mtnhutto n to 
.tn hil t'< tural thou~lu Ill \ mettt .1. a lining hn.tl ttthutt• to .1 

dt, tingttt , hed ttl.ln 
O nt.• nnt~l add that Pctt'l Col111h ' ' .tl> an honut .ll\ n lltt.'· 

spondmg nwmbt•t of tlw Sowlt dr' w rhttl'ftf\ cl• pin •t ' Jm l lr 1!1111 -

l't'llltlrtrut; .1 mtmbtt eft l Clldlr dr1 m cluttdt' du Qu;hrc. .md .1 Fl'l­
lo" ut tlw Rmal \ tdlttnllW.II Jn,titute or Can.td.l . 

- :John Bl.md 

j nllll HI and ' ' t/11 } 1111111 1 tlutc tm nf tllt .\lrG•/1 ! 'nn ''' I\ 'i. I 
of . h e /utrdlllt 

'"l FC 3 




