
----------Editorial 
11 'nu llm,tcll' l the.• hi ... ton of Canadt.m .trchitt·um .11 edu

t .llmn, thc.·t t. ' ' ,onwthing ,ubth 1ronic .tbmu puhli,hing an 
'"lll c.nt itt. h dt.'\ ot( d to '~or!.. done b' (\tn.tdt.tn .trchnec. tu a· 
,tudc. nh nn J>lllgl.tmmc' of .. tudie' .\ bnud" Pc•t hap' lOO 

,uhtlt. 11011 'ince mo't of Ul> haH' qunc qu1< l..h .H u·pted om 
pn·,t·nt hum' oLtrchlleltttralc..·ducation .1nd o e,t,th !m·got
tt.•n htm it .111 bc.·~.m . \ uuallY. 1l wa. not unul IH'II tntO th1~ 
c·t.·ntun th.ll tlHl'>t .1rchncct practisang in thi' c.mmtt' ho.td 
l'H' t '>tudied 111 Canada 

Fnr quit{ a long time the majotit' ofbuildmg-: bc.·m~ dt·
,i~nl'ci .and <.'rt'lt<.·d in tht<i coumn ''ere 1 he ''or!.. of ,trchllt.'CI' 
11ho, if .1 adc.•milalh tmmed at all. recel\cd ahcit c_>ducauon 
c..'ithcr m the.· lmtc_>d tate'- or. a" 11a more lal..ch . 111 Gt eat 
Brit.un or Frame.: 1 he outcome of tha' i' \~ell I..1HH\Il tf not so 
''id eh ll'tO~nin·d: m am of the buildm~ 11 hi eh fil"'t c.une 10 

dt.ar.tctc.·rin· "the Canadian 't' le"-the Ch.iteau' hotel<;. the 
nt•o-Guthil g. m t•rnnwnt bmldmg ... - 11 er<.' Je,, an uutgrm' th 
nf tlw Ml1.tratt• perception of a "budding-" 1 oung nation·, 
d1•tnHt duJractt.•r but more a reaction to the 'uperfin.1l 
(>l't uh.Hlltc.•, ol an unknown land. 

·1 hl' more pt nept11 e of our lorbeal'\ m Can.tdian ar
chatn tur.Jl pr.tcll't.' under-;wod that tht-. pat ado,ical nua
tiun nmld onh be an ampediment to the de\ elopnwnt o! a 
truh C..tn.tda.m arlhttetture or architcuure' Pt•rn :--.:obb'>. 
c.•mtnt·nt 'lnntn·al archnect and econd di ac.•um of the 
:\I< Cill l niH'I\11\ ',dwol of Arch1tecturt.•. 'Olah,c.•d this con
lt.'l n in a lectur( pre,ented to the Rmal lmtttute of Bnu'h 
An hill'< ts in 192-l . He poimed oua that the ,oJution to thl'> 
probkm mu't rc.·,ide in the de,eJopment of our Canadtan 
'dwok tlw infnence beine; that loc-.1lh tr.tam•d architect' 
1 •ul J le in a beuer po.;ition to deal '' ith local i''lll''> 

<:, h1.•rc \H" are. U\ er ixn 1 ear. Luer. the product' of b' 
no11 1 dl c..•,tah(i,hc..·d Canadian '"tem' of educauon. 'onw 
'urch a' 11 ell e tabli,hed a..; am abroad. and in the current 
trt·IHi lor ha,torir.JI retro .. pecuon. off 11c go to Europe in 
'eallh ol tht• root' of our architectural hcntagc. But. are\\(" 
ll'.1lh am bl'ltt'r prepared 10 deal '' ir h the i'>,ues ral'ed b\ 
'uch ,J CJII<.''t into unlno1' n terriwr; 11ere ou1 lot bear'>? Lal..e 
Jo,c.•ph Cunrad ·' ad1 enturous ~tarlowe 111 I / 1'(11 I of Dnrkm'\1, a<. 

Ill' 't'l ufl on our tH1n \ O\age" ofdt'\CO\en. 11e 111>Uid do 11ell 
to bt••n 111 mind th..at \\hat as important " not 11 hat \H' '><·e on 
m11 tra~t·l,, but ho11 11 affect~ our perception of our 011 n so
< i<'l\ ()ll fl'llllll . 

,\\the futurl' architects o f Canada·, <,c.·rnnd «·nun~. tlw 
c tltc.·, '' <.' 11 ill build in are being formed right nm' . Fc:11 and far 
ht..' l\ll'<'n an· our " Roman Forums" \\hl·rc· IH' m11'1 IJ<.·ad 
h;.:ltr 1\ ur di'IUrb tlw 'lt·ep of Hi~ton. 8~ and large the..· con
ll':\l llt·mu~t dc.-al "ith 1' that of a \OCJet' ICJtmger ah.antht· in
du,trial rt' \ oluuon . (Am airplane 1 ie11 of a t\ pica I Canadian 
cit\ ''Ill •nt'll''ltmom to the fact that mo'>l of our otic..·s onh 
rt·alh t.uted to gru11 after 'teel and gla" 11ere thl· anc:ptcd 
t<·c hnolu~) . I 

Furtlwrnwt<' ours i., a sociel) in 11hich. at ((',t\1 for tlw 
pt (''<'Ill. tlw rmaJnril\ of people will continue to dH>O'><" to l11 e 
in the· 'uhurh'>. "1 he '>Ort of no~talgia foa a "(o,t 111 bani.,m" 
1duch .uchuc.•ct' are nm' '>0 fond ofdo(·s not ml'an as much 
hell·.' it doe•, 111, lur <.·xample, Berlm or Bt·ijing.'' htH' \Om<.·

thlllg \,,,., re.1lh ph\,ilall~ lo t. In Canada it is mm<. of ;a lo\t 

oppm till Ill\ . ' J I) ani'>quote Ogden !\a.,h: "thcia n·mini\c. <.'n«.· 
., our n·mor c.·." 

Jlu.· Modc•m \loH·mcnt ha' taught 11'> ahat an archll<'<·t '., 
"'lOll alone c 3JiltOI u ualh ch:.mg<" '>OC ialacle.JI . 11 C.madi<m 
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,oCJell a. pirt.'' to l>ll! h adc.·a(, ·'' tlw 'uhurban life:-t\ k then IH' 

cannot i((noae tha,, no le.''' th.m IH' t.m •Knme ,m\ o thea a'

pt•t' l of oua 'oc. tel\ that '' hound to ,all et 1 the" a' people" all 
".tnt to laH· and "oa 1.. . l lw \ta"'''·'"A" Cil\ llall a' one ron
tt:mporan proJen th.u allt'lll (>l'> to deal 1\\th l>UCh a panaua
larh '\orth .\ men<an i'~ue ·" tlw 'uhua b.tn ideal. since()\ 11' 

references to the nu al oaagin' o! tlw ,u ea the proposed con
cept pinpoint' one of the '' anbolic dcnwn ts bal>ic 10 the 
"~uburban dream". 

If the programam.'' !na ~o~udit.·-. abroad arc to be worthldl
ile to the Canada.tn 'tucknt. it '' l'''>l'nta.althat the) encourage 
.an under,tandmg o! 1 he 1 el.u ion,(up het wcen an architenure 
and 11 societ\ -;o a-. to d.tnf\ "h' <~rrhatenural form~ e1ohc.· 
a' the appropriate e'prt'">Hlll of .1 (Mill< ular 'ociet\ at a par
ucular time. Hence. then 1alad111 111.11 be questionnable .11 

,mother tune or 111 a not het pl.ace t'l c.•n "Hhm the <;am c.• \o

cictl. A :'\orthrop 1· n c.· h.t' ,,tid. ··u " a ~TO"' error m pet
'Pc..'Ctlle cithet to det3rh the rultm.al from th<· hi,toncal pa't 
or to confu:-e the t110 ... Llle1al \ltadl<'' bet11een a '\Onet\ and 
11 .trchitecture 01 it' archllcctut.al e'pn'''ton 111 one pettod 
,,, compared to another art• tint' ..1 dc:ar 1 equi'>ite fm- a UHll
prchensi' e stud\ . For m'tamt•, m.lJor re\ o luuon . sooal and 
technological. ,are th<' h..t'>~' fm the dtffncnce between\ cr
'atiJe, and the work:-. or the Fn'tHh gm ernment of 191{5 .-\ 
complete hi tot teal 'lllch of French State architecture nllght 
deal with the architel tur.tl ll adauon that created Yersatlle, , 
but should include an an..th .,., of the 'onal and tcchnolo!~Kal 
change which haH' lead tn the.• pr<''>ent fom1' being adoptl'd 
to repre~em simtl.ar fumuon,. In e ,-.ence we must adopt a 'e
lt.•t.ti\ e approach to hi'>ton. ~mc.e tht•re '' no question of ac
ccptine; the emirt ht,ton of .uThitenure a" the basi" for our 
... wdie-;. a tradition mu't lw .tb\11 .tcted "lllch can be "'
'unated with con1empura1 ~ C.m.tdl.lll '>onal 1alues and thu' 
U\ed LO ,ub,tantiate tho,c.· 1 alue-.. 

Although almo<;t all the.· pa ogramme' of '>llldie.., .tbro,td 
ofkred in Canadtan ... dwo(, of an llllel tu re are altkc tn that 
the' mclude tr<n c.+, to o n<· oa 11101 <'of the..• g1 c,u urban ccntt:l'> 
o[ Europe or :\sta. llw\ 'an n>thtderahh 1n length ol tunc.· 
and t\ pe of pa111cipatum I ht· '>tudte' 1 ange (rom n.:l..tti1 eh 
bncf excursion\ 1)\ a lc11 'lltdetll' on " parucular ptlg-rimagl' 
to term long "'>tudte' ahto,ad" of ent ue d'"'<.'-. o [ ~tudc.·nh. 
U'>Ualh in con.Jullntoll '' uh a fo1etgn Ullll entl\ 01 tollegt· 
Con'>equenth 111<' wml.. p1oducc.•d ,tl"' 1;11 ie,, fromth1.· 'pon

taneous sketche'> tmpil eel b' a fu '' 'i<''' of a well known land
mar!.. to the swdtt.·d an.ah 'i' of the mw e oh-.cun di-;c o\ <•ric.·'· 
Ob1 IOU'>I~ then. not all 'lltd1e' ,abt oad (an be 'truuurc..·d to 
aJl0\1 for the l\JJl' o! anah ,i, 'uggc,H·d. In am CJ'><. tiH .tp
proach described lOll at cf, hi'>WI it al .. wdi<:., need not be lam
ited to '>tudte'> ill\ oh ing ll.tH·J, abt o,ad. ' I he ba'>i'> for tlw. un
der'>tanding of tlw 1 <·htl iomhip het'' <.·en archncctun: and 
'oriel~ mu't rc..·alh be a ooH·d in thc. hi\ ton c our'>C'' lwing 
taught m our '>dtool., ht·H· tn Canada. 

One la'>t IC'Illatk ,\ turrc·nth popular con«:ptton o f 
Canadian sonet\ achoctlle'> that the rounuy'<, < ultu1 ,tl 
'>lr<:ngth resid<·., m tlw cll"<'l \ll} found 111 ll'> difleaen t regiom 
·1 hu'> it i\ Ill th<· devl'lop111Clll of '>ll ong regionali'>t appro 
ache'> to arclute< WH that \\ l' begm to l'xhihll an undn'>t <utd 
rng oJ out .. onc..·t\ \'\'h,ll th" not ton .tbo 'uggest'> I'> that 1f 111. 

a1c· going to do all\- '>tudying "<~ht<Md" , tl m1ght he \IOitlndt
il<.· to do '>Om<' of it within CantiCll.m bmcl<.·r,, exploring o111 

di\cr~c r(·gwnal ht•t it<Jgt·"· 


