
A Formal Analysis of 

THE ITALIAN FACADE 

• By ALAN T REGEBOV 

.lu cow1 dl' l'automnr 198 3. un groupr d';tudrnul.l dl' ['( 'mrn
utr dl' Toronto n mlrepm n Florrnct l'a11nh 11' dr1 jn{adP\ dr drffnnr/1 
ba/11/ll'll/.1 \OIL.\ qunlll' {1.\pech llla)I'UI".\ .' {'pJudt dP\ r/nnml\ fjlll fllllljlO· 

\1'111/a fn<nde. la ll'iatwn de1 fJlnn.l et de1 t•tdP.I rt/P ;eu tll' la lumrhr; 
l'etude dr.1 pmfJoriiOIII, rl l'rtudl' dr l't>:~.P' l'\11011 figwaln•r de la J(l(;ade. 

"'( ht· plan pro< t'ccl' lrom wnhm to 1\lthoul, tht• e"tenor" 
the rc~ult of an ull<'nor." t 

"The v;triou~ ~11 lc\ ... are lO ,\rchHnttll c what <1 feather '' 
on <1 woman·~ head , 11 " 'omt·time' pt<.'tll . though not <~I
" ays, and ne1 <.' t am thm~ more. "2 

It wasn't long ago that one neH·r '>poJ..e of facade\--one 
cle1a1ed the plan. :\rchtteCl' and criucs ofarchnenure nug-ht 
allude to the ~tgntficance ol the butldmg lace but '\enmt' 
stud' of the facade ''a' considered an,llhema. 

IL 'eems that the reluctance to dtscus' fiuade de ... tg-~t ''a' 
ued to Le Corbtt\ter's 11arnmg' about '>ttpethetal '>tdt,ll<. 
mantpulation!> ; one mu't .1101d am reference to 'tde Bntno 
Ze1 i sets out that am mampulauon of 1 he elcmenh of .1 
facade for 1 isual orae thcuc mtenl. tlw regul.utng l111c' ol Le 
Corbus ter tncluded, ts contran 10 the I rue Spu tL of modt>tn
ism .3 

T he pre-modcrnist concern for liKadc. the frontal plane 
s t reel. and the concept of the tit' as nmununus '>ll <'<.'I ltne'> 
was challenged In the ~lodern revoluuon." ,\, !>OOn <hone 
pulls indi\'idual butldmg, from the conct'pt ol the street ,h 

the organ iter to an ot gant1tng w~tl'rn based on otht•t cnten.t. 
the pnmaq external undt·r~tandlllg of 'uch butlchng' 1' no 
longer based on the concept of l.ttade. 

Once ' ' c ftnd our,t•h l''> mm ing bnd. to the 'aim•, ol the 
ttadtuonal European u11. tu tht• qu.tltltt.'s of the ,11 eel and to 

' 
..i the importance of tht• wails ol urban and publtt. 'Jl·lu.·. Ill' 
J find also that \\t.' c,m <kpt•nd no longt.•t on tht.• thn•t.• dtmt.·n
~ stonal modelltng of modern fot malts m nor can we depend on 

tlw 'itmpltCtl), tho ugh tl be degant, or the CUI l.llll 11,111 01 tl' 
reductivist c·q tuvalcnt. 1\t ,w .. and \olunw alone , eH'n tl con

( textually based, do no t neress,mh guarantt't' the ckl-in•d 
;. qualit y of street arrh iwuun:. j R(•ga rdless of wht•thc t o ne starts b\ rcquirmg ,, front,ll 
~ plane for the u rban space, or from in1ernal resolmion of the 
j plan , th<.• rt•su ltant f.tcad<.• h,ts ~t·vcral distmu role' to pia\ l The re are scver.tl forre., actmg on this p lant.'-this tnt•dt<Hing 

de1 tcc-mdudtng the cst,tbltshmcm of the .tppropnatt' im
age (or the m sut uu o n , suppon of the pubhc span·. td<.•ntifica
tio n o f'th<.· natuH· of the bu ilding, neat ion of tht• entrv, pro' i-

sion and control of natural light and ,·ie,~·s for the 
an hitenural '>p<tce behind the 11all. prO\ tston for pm·ate cx
tcmal 'pan.·.,, a" I\ ell a the essential control of em·ironmen
t,tl element' 

In hi'> dt'>l U'>'>ton ol "duckc;" or decorated sheds. Roben 
\ 'en tun h.J'> d1.1ranented the most basic three-dtmen,tonal 
manipulauon and ae'>theuc de\ I CC\ used to create the pri
m.ln \t.ttenu.•nt of 1mage.!• One almo'>L hm to refer to \ 'en
tun\ dt,cuss1on before dealmg wnh the relau1 el' 'lubtlt' 
manipulc~wm ... of the elements of an e'ltabltshed architectural 
language. I here •~. cspeetall, here m :\:onh :\menca. the po
tent po"tbilttl of manipulating the enttrc cxtt>mal form of 
th<.· buildml( to create S\ mboltc, anthropomorphiC, /OO· 

morpht< !the literal duck) or other dtrect repre emattonal 
image' w11h tht• buildmg \ 'entun makes the pomtthat one t' 
ne;Htn~ "ducJ..., .. with modem anhiteuure whenc1er one 
a1 oid, ornamenl. limiung the archuecture 10 three
dtmen,tonal ,nJ!ptt>d lom1 Tht' m heu of the European tra
dlltnn nfu,lllg 'ume11hat ab,tra<t but hi,toncalh e tablt~hed 
arthit<.'llural lm m... I ht> lollowmg; dt,Cll"ton is ba,ed on the 
major w <.'' tt•rn tradlltnn of ll'orking '' Hhm the frame11 orb of 
tht· e,t.tbh,hed and 't•lf-relerenti.tl langu.lge' of archtLc<.ture 
(dt•t nt at m~ tht· prm t•rbt.tl 'hed). 

·1 h.ll .111 tnd<.•pt·ndent an hii<.'Clllr Jl langu:..tgc can t•xi't 
.m cl 1 hat 11 c.1n dr.111 I rom out ,tJe genre' '<.'I t t'lll.lin ind<:p<.·n
dent t' nllt(.tlto 1h1' tht•st' . \\' lwn IH'Iool.. ..tt \lllcitc, n l the 
lla,,tt.lll,mguagc: (tht.• mmt lughh dcq·Jopt•d ,eJI~rd<.'r<.'Jllt.tl 
langu;l~l') . 11<: c.llt '<.'<.' m.lll\ all<.'mpt' to con,tnJct ltttHiton..tl 
t.ttion.1k' lot the d<.·m<.·nb. 11111 h' of pnmtllll' '-Ottn e' .• md 
ltt' ' to "ht~h<.'l" pl11lo'oph IC .11 lll'.ll l'l'' to pnn l' t ht 1 .tlue of 
the bngu.tj,!<' ti \ l'l tt 1\0ttld '><.'em th.ll onu· ,, J.mgua~<. (t''P<. · 
lt,dil .1 gr.ttlllll,tlH,IIh .llld '\n(,\llt<..llh ltth .1110 1'«>111plu. 
on(') h,,, h<.'t'll .1p.u 1 of peupk 'l11 <.''lot m,l!l\ g<.'ll<.'t~tlton'. 11 
h.l, 'llll'il .H qutrnl 'tj,!ntht.llll <.' .md meanmg' Rt'l; 11 dlt''' ol 
tht t .. ,t,ll'tH t' ()J non-<. '\1\ll'IH t' of the Jlllllltlt\l I lrt< hut, tht• 
'ignthcmtc of ( l.t"tt ,11 01 dt.•t' on .1 h111ldtn~o: I' t lt·.u h lltHkr
'tood IH tht• genl'r .tl pnpul.llton \lt'.lntn:.: 1' lllllll<.'<lt.ttdl 
ll .lthlt.'ttl'd tht ough tht· u't' of tht' l.m~ll.tj.:t' 

llw d.h,H ,,) ha' hel'n tbl'd to t d.llt' Chtt,lt.lllll 1 to thl· 
p<mn of thl' Ro m.m 1-mpne .111d Ctn·l.. phtlo,oph1 , 11 h ..... 
!wen u't'd to g11 t' the .1ppt'.ll .uu t' tlluld <.''t.thJt,lwd tutltorll' 
to ,1 1\{'11 l'l 01\(llllll Ill llllltt .ll \ J>OIH'I, lt h,J, htTil ll\t'cltn I lt.'· 
ale ,1111111.1gl' nl'hl\101 1(.11 ptl''l'nt t•lot .1 Ill'\\ Jlldtt 1 tl n t polllt· 
r.tl "'t<.'lll lht•'t.' 'nth ollllt'.llllll~ ' <Onll'll'd IH till' lorm ol 
.1 butldmg ot tht·l'l.tbot.llton ol dw l1 ont.tl pl.uw o),, hutldlltl.! 
h.tH' hel'n 11 ell l''t.thiJ,hnl Hut to 'lop her l' IH>uld 11111 pt·r
mll u' w lwnd11 lt om .u < lutn llll e .1 .... t htw .111-.111 u11dlt·t
tu • .t pur,ull '' ht•tt' tlw m.ltlll<.'t of l''-Ptl'"lllll '' fMtl ol tht 
nwanin~ toll\ n t•d. 
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A di\Cll'-'•on of paaming. limued onh lO tht• !>O< io
t'u>noma< role of picture~. could not take ll!> 'en r;u m to an 
appn·d.u ion of tht.• md1' idual art i t' s pea ~pc< liH'. undt.•a·
'tandm . m t.•xpt•nencc h '' ould not help U'- undt.•r,t.mcl '"" 
'H' are moH•d more trongh b' one pamtmg th.m .mothe• on 
tht. -..mw -.ubJl't t One mu t loo!. at the !>Ubtle fonn.tlm' l''>ll

g.llwn-. of tht.• arll<ot (pamter. culptor. architeu. oa otht.'l) to 
cc hm' tlw. pe1 on could commumcatc thl'll under-.tandmg. 

and to under-.tancl ho,,· our li'e are enncht.•d b' the work. 
11 'H' t.on 1dcr a building one of the character~ of the cit\ 

land,c.tpe, ,\character who outlive. 1L creator' .md pt.•rhap' 
m.1m othc.·• gcnerauon , then ''e rmght romader that 11s 
fat.-ade.the public face, addre e the other inh.abn.mts of the 
Cll\ lmrnediJtt.•h the facade begins to idemih the burlding. 
\\'e can t.att>gorize 1t a. part of a 'emacular tmduron. a!> a 
l\ pac.1l piece of fabnc, or perhap a unique element or farm 
cla .. ,acal memon of:mtiquit\. I it pia' ful, Ill' 11mg. impo~mg. 
or perh.1p' "nhdra" nand inward-loolmg? The charauer of 
the faCdde ma\ •aan out a a tatement of image for the onga
n:tl in\litution. but mer llme, as famihe-. and m-.utution" 
change. the buildin~ remams a both a m em on of a pn'' 10m 
culture or in titution a a ln;ng pJa,er. 

The-.e meanm~-. o far ha' e been come\ ed b' a complex 
'et of ,·anJble reiJung to the nature. matenal. and d1men
'1on of the ohd wall and to the nature. !le. and locauon of 
the opcnmg~ m the ,,aJI. Thee ma\ cornbme to prmrde a 
kn<mn hi,toricalh-estabh hed n le or perhap\ a per onal 
~~'le. There "ill be a et of cultural values as~rgned to tht• 
t\ le a \\ell a' to the material u ed to create the facade. 

There are \alue~ auached to the matenal . thear tale (pol
j,hed or rou~h) and to the repre emation of one matenal b' 
another. lnis common occurrence-paint repre enting mar
ble. tUCLO for \tone. plasuc Jaminate~ for ''ood (and c\ef)
thin~ cl e)-strongh uggest.s the long-e tabli hed tradi
tional importance of the material' nature. 

We art· able to lool be,ond primar: readings "hi(h tell 
u of the 0\era.Jl character of the p1ece of architecture and 
look to ~econdan compo ilionaJ mo'e . The nature of the 
component part' and their po ition relame to each other and 
to the facade a" a ''hole have to be examined to understand 
hm, the primaq readmg ,,·as allained. 8\ examming a f(:,, e
leuc.·d far.tdt·<t from .,e,eral differentume and cillc'>. I ''ould 
like 10 highlight se,eraJ common composiuonal princrpleo, 
a\Clilable to tht• arrhitect.7 The shift from general anwnuon to 
specific example \\Ill. I hope. substanaaate the hard-to
dt·\Cribe sccondan composlllonal idea that ha\C created the 
pnman charaner' and idenulies pre\ioush described . 

' J h<- grouping oflike elements or perhapo, the· i'iolation of 
an dement reflect on the architect's statement on the cum
plexit\ or unit' of the plan. Are certain piece.· idenufiabl(· as 
unaqut• elements (i.e . pnmar: rooms with a public role) or i' 
the buildmg ma h·d in a cominous patter nr ' J he exi,tence of 
a 'inglt• a' oppo'>ed to multiple rh~thmac \tnacwn· e'>tab-
11\h(·d quilt' a dafkn nt meaning. \\'e might look at the Ca 
d'orn and tlw l'ala11o (,nmani . \ 'em·tian palan·' of '>llllllar 
prng1am and context. <onstructed of '>lmllar rnateriab, and 
''ohut th<: princ apk'> of ordenng or groupang el<.•menl\ of the 
facack llw fac·.1dt: of the Ca d 'oro I'> charact<.·rltl'<l In lor<~l 
''"wwtw al f."(IOII()IIIg' of openings. ' I he'>e ma\ b<· uuder
'tood al timt·, to 'IJ.trl· common dl·mento;, tlw, ov<·rlap add., 
bo th tompkxil\ to lh<' facade a'i "ell a'> reinfornng the llrlll\ 

an .1 plt.'ct· that u>Uid \Cf) ea'iil~ appear 10 flallur<·. I h1., 
larddc· ha' 1" o major groupings on th<.· 1 ight and lt·lt but ha'> 
a !OoUhtle c <'Ill r.tlitillg and ordering co1 nic l' -.trtH tur{· that does 
not alagu \\ath <·llhea major group-a '<·paratl· compo'>Hional 
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C I IHJIW 

I'. ILI//0 C./U.\/1\ I 

1'. 11 111o 1'/C c cJ/cl\11.\l l!mm"t" u, .. ,,u,,. Il~>tl 1 16> 

/' 11. 11/ll (,(l\/1/ (I Ullflf .,., 'I , /1 1111 I 1'1 1 

de' I< t· to 111111\ and pomt toward' the centre· of the huddmj.{ 
'"'' "hok \\ uhm thc·ordcr of tlw pnm.ll' group' lht·n· <·xi,l 
'cH·r.tl 11111101 'anaiHJil'> 1o the indl\ 1dual \\ rr1do\\ '· the\ m a~ 
IH \\rmn<·tJH ,dh h<tl.111<ed O\<'rall but lHIHtm· 111 tl1t·rr dt 1<111 

I ht· P;datto C11111aru of the rwxt c c·nnrr' ha'> onh orH· 
m.qor o r dc·r 111~ '' rnnwtn 1\lth \l'H'I ,tl "rnnl<:tric al '>llh
gr Ollf'' I ht· \Ill r,,( (' I ic hne\'>, \1 hrle clifl<-r ('Ill from tht· ( ··' 
d'oro contirwu'h ICIIlforn•'> the c<·ntl.thl\ ,111d lh(' harrnon\ 
'" oppo,ecl to tht < ompon<·m (Jdrl'> Ill( 11,tll. tlw ha,ic < n
< lm111g pl.tll<', ' ' .dmo\t h1dden behmd tll<' .tpphc·d <:ll·mc:nt' 
.uul ha, a IJ.H J..grotllld I ole. r hc Ca d'w 11 biiiiJ.{\ out the· Jrl(',t 
of th <' 1\Clllllwlf '''""<·of the pr imar' dt'mc·nt\ ; the P.thllto 
(,rllllo~llr 11\l'' 1t ,,, .t foil for the: da\\lc.tl md<.·r'> . 

If IH' <JIJ\II ,tc 1 the· lac ade into a prrrn,u 1 pl.me. the ground 
tt·r o. on 11 l11 c h p1cc e' are add<·d 01 rrllo '' hrch opt·rHng' .tre 
<ut 11c' .ut· ..tbk to< lard1 the c:lemcnt'> th.:tl gl\c rdentifr.thk 
c h.rr .tc H'l to the· huddr11g Lookmg 'oleh .H tht· r l'IJtron'>hlp 
ol 1 he \lorll' (or 1111phed 'tcme) ''all <llld .1n apphed '>t'l of ol
eic·• ing pil.t,tc·t' .tnd moulding'>, '>lH h "' 111 Paid/to Pie
c olon11111. c a11 let u' 'h..tH' m Ro,edllllo·, undc·r<,talldllll~ ol 
the· role.: of tlw wdt'l' 111 'trununng tlw 11all I he c ht\\JC,tl 
C'kiiH'III\ ll''"" e an ,t\1 mmetri< al pl.m '' 11h .1 ' ' ro11gh m 
dc·H·d I;H.Idc.·. ll1<·1 co-<:XI\l on the: ground floor '111h thl· 
'tom· lhtll. llw Jlllning of the "all nlllllnllt'\ through thl' JH
J.I,ll'l' and onh the 1 er' ,hallo" n ·hd ,md ll.lr!CI\1 lillc.:l 
mouldmg m.u J.. the· pll.t,t<.·r'>. I h1' < o-t"\1\I<:IH e. dl'\ elopc·rl 
ln11n \lht' lll ·, l'.d.tlto Rutelhu. m.ub 1h1' ·'JIJ>IOJdt to thl' 
'' .tll ·'' CJllllt' d111111 1 !1 orn the pre-R(:'Il.tl\\<111< l' l·lcul'lltllw pal
.t< <'' 01 the 1\ ,tl(., of \ flchclouo. Cuth,mo ci .J O.,,wga llu. or 
Cron,l( 1. \ comp.ur,on of the pnm.Jn 11,111' lo P.tl.llt.t I'll
< ololllllll .md thl' l'.tl.l!to Condt or ..,111>//1 mdu.llt'' till' pn-
1\'1111.11 111 lilt t'\Jllt'\\ton of the J<~lllllllg ol thl' 'llllll'. thl' 
'mouthnt''' o1 <11.11 'till''' of the .,tont''· .lllclthl' roll of othl'r 
dc.menr.. .1pphed to or 'truuunng the ,,,tll. In thl' '-,trot !I 1\l' 
'l t .m .th,ti.H 1 md 'l'emingh .11 h111 Jl' p.lltl rn of 'ICHil' 
lt·ngtll' .t, .t 'oil of 1 nugh neutral grnund I 111 Lhl· 1 d Ull'd 

opt'lllng' 1ncl c nJilltl' lnciependerH <. ' ' m.unt.tmed. unhkl' 
till 1'1u nl llllllll, lht role' .11-c dJ,lllltl md Lht· po111.'l .mcl 
'tl<llglh ol llll' ''·lllll' llllolled 

I 'tm.tlh. IJ.tdllu•n.tl I.H..tdt· 'twh "J' lmutl'd to l.ugl' 
'l.tlt• ch.ll\lllg' .,fttn mt.t,urt·d ch.l\111\1!'· .uul to Jllopor 
tmn.tl 'ltHill'' Jlu, 1,,1, dul' tt> tht· llliJIOII.lllll' gl\t'll to I" o· 
JHillltllt,d lt'I.IIH>n'I"P' .111d the n·h.lll<< on p1upunum 111 
m.m, ddllllllnll' of ht'.llll\ .l'i I hne '' .1 ll'lt.tlll log11 111 thl' 
lml.. lwtiH'l'll 1clt.d ,l ,llt' lllt'lll ' of 1)(.'.1111\ md l<lt.d g<.ullH'lll< 
lot"" I he • 111 k .1nd th< '<Jil.H<.' h.td lliii<Jill' ·~l'Ullll'l llt 1 h.ll · 
.Hl< ll,lll' tndenr.1hlc .md Ill\ ..truhll'. tht·rr ~.·:-~o~,tt·nu· m .Ill hl
lttlllll 11,1, trt.llt'd '' .1 ''~n oluhrm.llt' .1uthorll\ I hl· .m.tl 
' ''' nl P' t'-l "'1111~ htnldm~., 11 t' <l iH'II .1 'l',lft h lnr 
•d.IIHlll'h'P' hct\1n·n thl' p.ut' h.t,td ••n ,,t,,hJ,,hl'd ~l·o· 
llH'llh h.llnlollll .uul .tlllhrnt'tll ''"'m' tClllllllllllh 
.lt luptnf "'It'll\' h.t 't·d un .tb,ulllll' 1 d.111111 'IIIJI' 

( :o111~ h.td. PHI ddh<uh tu,tollt I.H .uft' 1 1 mr..,ht look 
ltll till' p1 oputlloll.ll "'lt'lll l"l d In tlw .11 dutt'll 111 ,111 .11-

lt'IIIJII tn undn ,t,md tht lirul dct.ul dt''lf.!ll. \ 'tuch o>l 
l'.tl.t / •• \f.'"""o ll\ C1ulu R llll.lllll <Jlll< l..h pu1111' tull,llcl' 
p1 t~pnlllnll.tl ,Jt.rpt•, Ill\ oh nlm the 1.1• .ulc .111.',1 olt ht· lof.!gl.l-
1'1111' .11111 the m.qnt ".tll 'llll.lu t>l the '<'I nnd .utd 1h11 d 
lion I' lltc 1 111111< t•, 1' hu h .1ppc.11' ,IJ diu\\ h >I .111 hilt'< tllll' of 
th1' IH'lllld ,111d 11111 < 1.1"11 tlh p1 p 11 Hlltl'd to I hi'''"' \IOI 1 
I\ .dJ \lllf,H 1', l.tl '111111 pJ.H I r( I\ l' ~I\ I' I <>Ill I OIJIIIf.! cllltfllllll\ I Cl 

I h1 I''' po1t11111 I rh 1~1.1111 
I h.l\t' ltllh hnl "Jl''" 

'"·IJ'I' ,111d lo1111 ll~t• \\ .11J' 

llH).!hl llnm hl'll ' Ill\ uh c • 

.t it''' jllllll,ll\ 1 lllllt Ill' 11\t I .11J 

tu 1 .111d nrdtr ••I ''IH 11111~, \\ t 
'l I' I\ llh tht IIJll'llllh!' tft1 Ill 
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che' ;md tht'll go on to architectural fr.:~min~ element\ (i.e. 
ptla,ter . column . emablatur~. beamc;) . An examination of 
tht· la adc ol the latt> 15th cemun Palano ddla Cancellaria 
m Rome (arc hi~t:ct unknO\m) ma\ brin_g to light the: tooh 
ll't:d to crc.·<~U' 'uch delightful mO\ement and depth. \\'c: hnd 
the huildmg ma\\ accentuated b' pcnillion-likc.· projecung 
ttlrrtt•r, t•,to~hli,hm~ a baste :\BA rh\thrn to the O\c:rall 
(;u .tdc.·. \\'c then '<:c: that the emn. though not cc:ntrc:d m the 
'B' /Ont', huld' it-. O\\ n po~iLion down b\ mc·am ol another 
prujt·c. tsng dc.·mc:nt "hich doe not re-c1ch till' n>C>£. and s~ fur
tlwr h.tl.mn·d h} \l'l another 'lmaller proJc·cting c·mrance 
pit·n·. lt ~ po,iti()n, "hi eh at fir~t glance 'c.·erm to be propor
tionalh rdat<•ci to the whole. ha<> se,eral other H'l"\ <,uhtl<- }Cl 
nntt<t·<~hlc.· po,ational proporuonal relation hip,. ' I hc fair!\ 
.. uhtlt•, 'mooth -.cone pila<.ter' create an AB \BA ... rh\lhm of 
H·rw al re< tangle.·\. Am t"·o adjacent rc:ctanglc.·' form a 
qu.u c.·. ·r he· "clu.He' forcefull} and continu<tlh rnanilc.·,t 

tht·lmt·h l'' · cn:.tting an imbalan((.• or pc.·rhap' < uunt<.'rJ>Oint 
to thl' m c·1 all rln thrn. The,e 0\ erlapping f1gun·o, d1 ,1\\ n in 
tort\' urt tlw f.u .1d(' ;uc: ddmllel} pre'><·nt \('t hard lCJ ddsrw. 

I ht' e one c.·pt of hgw al design im oh<'' all the otlwr c om
IHl,itron.tltoo),, <~rtd ll'l'' the.;e tool\ 10 ac hlt'\t' ,Jilotlwr lt·H·I 
of ,.,u.•l•ntt'H'\tlrorn the element' of the fac<:~d<· l}J(' !tgur<:' 
rrt ,l\ he· t< J,llc·d to the: proportional -.pa< 111~ a11d lo<'ation of 
op<'IIIIIJ('> ;Ill cl ~~ iddin~ c:l('fll(•nt'> or th(.'\ lllcl\ l01 m a \Cpat <ll<' 

I.1\C'I of ntc·.min~ ~hc.•tt• onl) n : nain ('l<:ntC'lll\ '"l' \i\tl<lll~ 

pullc·d tugc·thc•t tlu ough c-ommon lmi,h, clt•tail. w IW'ition. 
\\ .t rkp.llllll I ' from tit(• pr<:\ iOU' hi \I or ic-al I dt•r('ll<t''>. J 
\Hmlcl hi..<· to 11 c· C.Hio ~carpa·, Banco Popolan· di Vc.·1 ona to 
cl a" "'s tlu· pot<·nti<rl fa~un:~ comainc:d "ithm thao, pc•r,omtl 
ami orll<''' h.tt mod<·m langwgt•. 

lh 11 (. 

( 
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~ r 
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Thi emgmati< facade.· h.t' ,e,er-al concurrem compo,a
tional idea ... that one mmt tdenuh in 01 der to beg m to .ap
preciate the brilliance and nchne" oft he archuectun .\ , \\(' 
did in the d1'CU''10n of theCa d'oro. \H' mi~ht beg-m b' look· 
ing at the groupmg'> of element' applied to 0 1 cut a''•" from 
Lhe prima[} wall '>lll fare. ' I h" '>lli<Tocd ground 7<:ro bee ome' 
a \Omewhat nl'utral ground for the local ~\mmetne ... 'uch ,,.., 
the grouping of four J>IC>Jl'CIIng '>quare., an the upper raght 
area or the large 1 c·nangulat t ut out in the· top ril{ht c ortH't . 
The e two localh organ!/('() piec c:' lwgin to ''or!.. togt·tlwt 1)\ 
their as\ mrnc·tnral halantc.· <tbout the< c:ntral axss of the: t'rttr' 
\\'e bcign w 'N' the· ,,., mmgh mdependent and untqut· ell-· 
mcnts compo,iuonalh \Uppotung other idea' <tnd not l><·aug 
limHed to ju~t repr<·,cnung thc·ir con c.·o,ponding pl.m mm<'' · 

The OH·rall facade '<.'<.'Ill' to he 'tructured on ,1 1 <·~ ul.ll 
'crtical !>ene' of rt'l{lll.u ing lille'>. "hi le.· l.ll<.'l .tlh ,1 hi er .11 c h 11 .d 
AB:\ ... \lJJJctllre '><'<'Ill' to he.· ill pi.H<' I hi'" .IH<.'llltr.JH'd ll\ 
the douhk \t:rtic.al ax" of the O'<ll op< mng' 111 the ,,,,11. 
' Jhco,c.· <,pi it cir< le, , pr <''l'rtl e·.11 h ort 111 tlw clc.•,igrt of I he 
facade.·. art· at once.· ,111 uut\,;ud m.utilc-'>t<lllon of tha' ,}uftang 
lateral gnd o,tnJ< I Ill<' and an .u l..nm,ledgenwnt of the< "''ll· 
tail rornplc.·xit\ in the· pl.t< ing of , 111 op<'lllllg in thi' double 111 

la\C:red wall \\ hc.·t <· the· tt< tual gla1111g " hark on ,111 ante•aaol 
plant· bc:hmd th<.· rtt ·uti .tl gr o1111d . I he 't· t tac,tla a Ill\' .at c·1 ,JIJt' 
develop the tde·a f111 tlwr alld t·xp lwt the inhc1c.·nt ,,,ut ·t · 
handling chat ilC'I('I i'>ltn of tlw ,,,,IJ m .ltt·fl,tl' I he o\l't .dl 

ftgwal ge'>lllt<'' of tlw m.tJOt pl.me·' "' <· d<'flt'c tit HI' do'' 11 .111d 
to the ne~ <:1111 \ on tlw 1 ight: \H' it,J\l' 1 he f.t< .ult· pl.11w l.tl..tllg 
cue·, from tlwt·xi,ting ,md rt'llo \ ,Jle d po11um . adJI1' 1111g Jl '>t' ll 
to the ne.·" '>Cl of flom lt-H·I' .md pl.tn e om <'Ill' . I he ,ltpp~ttg 
and deflt·n ion 1 dlc·c 1' tit<'< hartging < c•nt1 <' . • anci ·'" ntrtlt'IIH ,d 
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rourt\ard bc\(md .111d. 111 f<ICI. th<.· .u tual mcdap of th1' 
fdcack pa~t 1 he realm of 1 he llltl'l nal < Ollll\ .11 d . "I he fac.Hk 
< t"ltainh cntcn.tm' m.1111 \ c ront''l' tr .Hlitum'. mduding 1 he 
'"c of the local pml... m.uhle and tht .1pp1o,Hh to the 1ok of 
the fronta l pl.uw m the <Ill. It h11ng' to the t1.tcht1on a Ill'"· 
pcr,onal comment on .tn hill'< tun· '' 11 h ,mother unique ch;u
il< ll'l 111 a hig-hh d<·H·lopt·d 't'tllllg Rt''(H"< t of tlw tradliiOil.ll 
< cdmg line. 11 pt'' of m .tten,tk hnl'h t•' .111d t olour~ .• 111d m
lolvenwn t " ·ith dct.til <ll <"\l'l \ .udutt'< 1111.11 ,r,lle pbce' tlw 
b11ilding in th(" traclltlon.tll ,llhcl 1h.lllmodc111 ca mp. I he.u
chllecturc. 11<:1 t·rt lu:lt·"· qd( m.tl...e, ll'<' o f t olllt'lli(Hll .u 1 
I<'C hnolog1 : I he ;u <hilt'< llllt' li11<h nw.111' of c\:pr<'"lll!~. 
1\ll hm 1 rachtio11,1l Ullllpo''' Hlll ,tl ult··•' 1 ht• h1!!,hh 'oph1, 
tl (,llt'd Ulllll'lll(>OI,Il I I OlllllllliiH ,ll\llll' .llld lllfollll.ll 1011 'I,_ 

ll'llb. lklibcr.llch 01 not . '-H .11 p .1 h.t, 't't out .1 < h.tllenge to 
the ardlltt'lttu.ll < ommtuut 1 

I hope th.ll h1 dt'< 11"11 tg .t ll''' '(H'< tlu ltt'llb 111 .1 le" 'l'
lt-tted fiH adc' I h .11 t' htTn .1hlt· to h1111g to hft· 'omt• ol tht· 
l ,tlhet ,t h ~ ll .H l l<lll«'(lh ol l.tt .ult- tnlli(H"tlloll th.tl .Ill' tlw 
b.l'l' of the 'l'lOIH(,Il I llllll(li"IIIOII.d Hit,,, \\ !111 h fllllll till' 
(llllll.ll\ <h ;uatlt'l 11f .1 huddtng lh (Hllllllllg nul onh .1fc1, ol 
the m.1m 1ck.1, 'llllllh.lllt'oll,h p1 1''<'111. I hopt· I h.t\l' not nn
pht•d 'llll(>h< 11\ t'.t< h ol l h1 'I' I.H .tdt·' 1 ould <pntt· t'.bth lt lllll 
the bot'l~ ol .t lll\ll l'l' 

:\ !:trade t ,llt Ill' .1 ~ 11.111-(htl otl\,ttd ll '' (lOiht' to tht' lt'
quil t'llll' llh ol 'hl'ltt ' l .tnd lighttng . f.tll 111thn1 thl' < nll,llll< 
llOlllllt' lhnrb ol1h <nllt<'\1, \l'l '"ll.uld !!,11'.11 111htll'" to d~t· 
<llllllllllllill . IJu, lllhtH''' nlt'\(lll'"ll'lll' dl' lllt'llllollllhl' 
dt•l t'lopmt.'lll ol lht• hutldttlg' (ll 1 'Ill I tl 1 h.u.u tt'l-lhl' .u 
< hll<'< I·, '(Wet Ill d1''1g11 ... ohlltoll' loll tlllli(I<IIH'lll dtnll 111' 
.md then otclt•tlll!-( 'llllc 11111 '' I h1· «IIIIJIO'Illllll,lltnnl' 11•"' 

,1\ .nl.thk .11 l' not ll'' ' 111 tt·rl to tht· tht'll ll'll< .tlh modl'lll p.tl
l'lte: thc1 t..ln llllllldt dw h~ural .md p1 opnlllllll.tl p11111 1plt·' 
'' ithnul ll'<(lllllllt: thl' ll't rcJliOll nf ckt.u(, th.tt m,t\ not h1· 
.tpproplt.lll' to tlw pt n(l't t. I ht•ttlll <'Ill t'c I ntH 'I .11 t•ngtng of 
Ju,tot' fell p.u h loltt·nu,ni tr<llll< tlh .cnd out ol < lllllt \l) < .tll 
ht I l'f Olll "l'd 1111 o ,t 1111 ll l I 1\~ nt 0\h 'l ,Ill h I tll tlw lllll'lll'l 111.11 
(lllllll)llt•' th.ll h.ll l' ~~~ l'll 11' 'Ill h !.,11".11 Ill h,lfl I h,tt,lt ll'l' Ill 
thl' Jl•l'l .md 111.11 onu· .t!_!.llll tnllllthlltt· to lhl' qu.tllll ol .11-

< httl'l 1111.11 l 'Jll'lll'lll (' 
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