
Swing City 
by Roger Kemble 

Ecnt m 1968, rel arttde est'La VISton ulofJUlue d'unr soetite dtjfe
re·nlt. La strurturt') est accmtult par l 'archtleclure des ltmx: les ldifias 
dn!inmn1t des ·apparttL\ pour vntre ", l'espace mtrt uux-a, <Us pia
us. 

l 'nt' llberlf nouvt'llf raracthise relle soci!U: ce "Swmg Cll)" 

s 'adoplanl a tout stylr dt t•ie. 

J:.nclosed IS an m t1cle of my work. I l was d01u m I 968. I belreve 
thiS to be the only Canadwn arrhtteclural ulopw. lt IS utopw and 
cacotopw; 11 is brodd111gnagwn and lilllpulwn. lt IS a utopw that de
rues absolutes. 11 deals unlh the Canadwn condrtwn of pathos and m
decisrvenes.s. 

- Roger Kemble 

Dawn poims, and another da~ prepares for heat and si
lence. 

T. S. Eliot 

There i little wrong with the Canadian urban scene that 
the realization of the 'just ociet'" will not improve. If, m
deed, our urban em ironmem i unacceptable to the ma e~. 
and this i a que'>uon worth\ of debate, it will onh be im
proved by means of a polittcal olution. Technology and eco
nomics have been developed to a high degree of sophi<>tica
tion and usabilit) . The potential of these two powerful tools 
is seriously hampered by irrational pr<.:judicc and reluctance 
to change on .111 levels of our societ). 

No'' would be a good time in our histon for u all to po -
tulate new idea, , new protot\ pes. m the form of images and 
theorl'tical modek If m am indi' idual-. we1·e to offer for our 
scrutin) difierent 1dea' embod' mg the future- ome accept
able, .,ome not acceptablC'-ll "ould bt• po"ible to create an 
aggregate of 1dea' It \HHtld m.1ke pos.,1bk the crcauon of 3 

\olid mesh upon '' lm h \H' could place the next trong foot
hold into tht· future. 

Swing Cit) \ 'ancomer is a eries of1deas or space probe , 
Oung OUt intO the presem, that embod\- a penona) idea of the 
future. ll is hoped that a feedback will return ladened with 
the pauna of auenuon upon "'hich ma' gro\\· man) further 
idea. 

Swing Cn~ \'ancouver is an aJiegorical expre s1on of the 
new aspirauons of freedom uperimposed upon the old net
work of political mtrigue. Ironicalh. the freedom propo ed 
will be at the expen e of "freedom" in the traditional en e; 
or to be more explicn. "license for the fe\\ " . wing Cit\- gi\e 
u the freedom 10 choose to whom we wish to be a sla\e. ll 
implie a higher order of discipline than mere!) abtding b\ 
the legality of lot lines and of stretching the inelastic laws. 

There 1 no auempt at stating new idea Probabl~ there 
is nothing new under the sun. hould there be the illusion of 
uniquenes . ll 1 mereh the per onal l\\i_ t of an o ld idea. 

The reader 1 a ked to allow his e\ e to wander O\ er the 
kaleido cop1c ch01ce of aphon m . sketche and idea and a)
lo" h1m elf freedom to male of them \\hat he ,,iJI. There is 
no need for continuit~ or linear de\ elopment. All that i pre-
emed i. a mo aic of intentions to be interpreted in "hatl'' er 

manner ma' be -.uitable for the occa ion . Without bein~ C\a

sive. there"' htLic auemptto po e the problem or in fact eek 
a solution. Reco~nizing the \\eakncs' of human being<;. a 
lapse into statement' m a' be ine' itable, m pile of oursehl' ... . 

It IS comendcd that we are in. or at lca't entering mto, 
the computer ag<.· of great l'fficien<. \. In '>pile of th1s conten
tion there is liule e' idence to '>how that the a' erage man on 
the street i.., p1 epa'red to let th1~ happen . I he board cha1nnan 
m:n well be capable of hghtnmg deo,1om but thl' man be
hmd the de'k 'I till p1cks h1' no-.c In the contt xt of thi' man. 
regardmg the urban 'lene.the wrm "fom1 follow<. function". 
although still \Cf\ ,.,Itd. 1' complcteh mi,under.,lOod. For all 
our b1g org.mitation t'fi1nenc'. '' e .tn• 'ull ,tddkd "ith tht• 
didwtonn of t·onfu,lon. Ilw. nlllfw,iun bt•comt'' humorou' 
\\ ht•n .,t•en in do,t• rd.nion tu ou1 " lip 'l' f\ in· huma~t· to dfi
nt•nt' ". It 1' tlw .llidlation from dt•t i'1on makin~ . lht· fullht\ 
fdt ll\ 1 ht• m.m .ll tht· de'k that <.au't'' th1' t onfu,loll. 

" The reader is asked to allow his eye to wander over the kaleidoscopic choice of aphorisms, 
sketches and ideas and allow himself the freedom to make of them what he will.'' 

I H ,J 
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INSTANTANEOUS 
DIVERSITY 

OiANGE M A WHM 

DIVERSITY IS n£ 
KEY 

• THE IIATn.E OF STYLES HAS IIEEN 

FOUGHT WELL BY THE APCHITECTS 

AND THEY HAVE t.OST 

WRS EVERYWAN STILL WANTS HER 

FRENCH PROVINCIAL COVERED 

WACON- WHETHER SHE CAN 

AFFORD IT OR NOT SO LET HER 

HAVE IT . 

IT THEN BEHOOVES US TO PROVIDE 
A LOOSE TERW OF REFERENCE, ( IN 

THIS CASE THE CRID l. IN WHICH 

WRS EVERYMAN CAN "DO HER THING" 

WITHOUT IT IMPINGING UPON THE 

HOPES AND ASPIRAnOHS OF HER 

NEAREST I(IN • 



·RECORD ALL PAST, 

TH£ 0000 L"l IS A 14ANY-SI0Eil D'I'Ot'tlia, u•r A CIIYIT A~ 01 TH£ _.,T 
• •T Ullllt<LII '"000 WANY AHILD I H 0<10(11 TO AC>O(YI: T>U 

Cll'tiT~ ON( WIIST ll A I'OISC)Ij D' .MAT OU'T>I - A IIAH'f~~O 
"1!-..UTY- 1H IHOin , .... TUIIl I 

IN ALL AREAS OF THE CONSCIOUSNESS . 

·CONSTANTLY SENSE. RECORD, L~ ORGANIZE DATA DATA IS NONITORED 

INSTANTANEOUSlY TO ANY PO,;IN SWINGCJTY IN A VARIETY OF MEDIA 
IT MAY BE HELD AVAILABLE FOR REMONITORING AT ANY TIME IN NEW 

FIITTERNS , AS RElATIONSHIPS ARE DISCOVERED, 'CREATED', OR BECONE 

SIGHIFX:ANT. 

PEOPlf POWER IS A NATURAl RE~ 

~~,...,......::- :;_ ~~~1\b;.ildi~~~M 

--- q ~' 
•WfK _) NO -TIONS 

~~Q~-
HOW CAN W[ $TO' AT ~lAh"''·NO Ut[ CIT'f i' 

THE PEOPLE ABCNE 
THt llttCltC)H I' TH[ HATM)H , 

BUILDINGS ARE APPLIANCES 

DI'IE IDfA lei'IIO ntS FR.UIE Of' 
RUEROICE IS TO MAKE ITS 
loCCOUTREioiEkTS AS llolP£RIUJiENT 
AS POSSl!ILE T WOULD BE AI.JoiOST 
UKE WPODCM' OR£SSNG AI..R£ADY 

WE SEE T't'IS IDEA N OUR I..P-TO

OATE SHOPPING WAllS -LOT'S CIF 

COLOURS. PANELS. BUHnHGS.FLAGS. ~ 
UGNTS, MADE f"ROW P\.Y11000, ~ 

PLASTICS, PAP£R , IotATERl oM.S WE 

HAVS(T EVEN nQJGHT Of' YET 

IH •Jl 



'I here 1. m our ociet\ a complete confusion of goal , our 
rt•a,on for being and the demand upon the ind1' idual. Per
IMP" th1' confu ion would be ea. e<l and perhap our Ji,e 
\\Ould ha'c more meaning 1fwe had no goal . Todav. \\Care 
compktch incapable of deciding what we requ•re am•d~t the 
bric -a-brac of our urban em ironmem. But before long we are 
going to ha' e to male a complete reapprai at of our need . 
lndt"t'd, before long. Lhroughoutthe \\C tern world there will 
have to be an exchange of power in total. Thi does not mean 
a change of face at the top, it mean the handing over of 
po\\er from one trata of ocietr to another. It mean a po si
ble end to democraC\, as we know it, in the near future. It is 
nece ~aT) for u to approach life from a spiritual point of 
v1ew, not rehmg upon gadgets, free from the tHann of con-
en. u . It wt.ll become ne-res an to d1 cover the rich ne that 

come_ from di,ersitv and harmonv. How much more time i 
needed for u to recognize "compeLiti'e free enterpri e" a a 
ridiculou m1 nomer? 

If ll 1 tmponam to experience an impro,ement in our 
urban environment. a po ibilitv before u is the Implemen
tation of colourful di\ersir'. Sw;ng Citv 1llu trates Lhe po si
bilit~ ofpro,iding an ever changmg frame of reference (con
tiguou to Lhe exi tmgpauern). The building are appliance 
and ·'place to be" are capsulate em·ironments. Between Lhe 
.. place to be ··, belween Lhe appliances, ex1 t the realm of 
the imagmation of Lhe beholder at the time. 

01\e~ll\ i imponant and becau e of th• . it is necessary 
to recognize that Lhe possibility for decay is as valid as that of 
gro" th. The two may well work together. So, in Lhis context, 

wmg CH\ i part of existing \'ancouver and vice-, er a. The 
mfluence of each upon Lhe olher will react to build a texture 
of richne Lhat will allow a fun life for all Lhe mhab1tants. 

Technicalh, Lhe <;tructural frame of reference 1 a dream. 
The• material pol)cite is a figment of the 1magmation. It is 
nece an to de'i e Lhi material because of the paucit\ of 
choice a'ailable amongst pre ent building material . The 
abilit\ the framework has for change i computer calculated. 
The computer is constantly rea ses ing Lhe tre es tran mit
ted throughout the structure ac; ba) s become added or 
remo' ed in man} different direction . It i de irable that ac
commodation may be removed, changed, increased or de
crea'led at Lhe preo;s of a buuon. 

lnhc·rem in this ab1lity for mstant change is a reassess
ment of our auitude toward buildings. There is a need in fact 
for a complete change in attitude toward "Lhings m general" . 
Adornment, po ~essions, gadgets, thmg that co•l about our 
emotion pre' cnt enjoyment of the pimual qual it} of 
humanity . The "gro s national product" orientation of so
ciel\ doe nothing more than hinder. Our de ire to create 
large bu ine.,,es.largc organizations, at the expcnc;c of di\.er-
it i 'uppo cdly there in the name of efficicnc~ . In pracuce 

"hat happen' i the establishment of enclave\ of ambHIOU\ 
\OUng buck pla~ing Lhe ego game; anything but effiCient 
when \ie"ed in the broader spectrum. All these creauon~. in 
the final a'nah IS, conspire agaimt the finding of ourseiH'S. 

In S\\ mg Clt\. buildings become appliance and "places 
to be become capsulated environments or ~1mply spaces be
tween. 

There is a tendency for the public lObe tyranni1cd by the 
strong per onality of a designer. It io; quite pcrmi.,~ible for 
the d<·signer to "seek him elf" withm the object he des1gns. 
Our urban ~cenc i rampant with exprc~$10ns of pcr~onal 
fuulity and the frustrations of Lhwarted penonaliuc'> at
tempting to find thcm<>elvc in ter·m of bricks and monar. 
Perhap ifit i possible to set up a ~pace. an enclo urc, at the 

51 ·r FC 

press of a button. or perhaps 1f an individual could choose hi., 
abode a. he does a car, then there would be a more healthy 
attitude LO\~ard "things". There would be freedom to invest 
emotional cncrgie'l in our el\.eS rather than in our fru tra
tion . 

B) t.lling ad' anLage of a high degree of developmem in 
technolog). mdustrv and economics, Swing City will make 
available man) form of cap ulatcd environment from in
dividual no e cone units, to packsack hou e , to multi-pack 
communitie . The c will form a pan of the per onal leased 
environment. " Nose cone" units arc minimum sized bache
lor pads; place them anywhere. "Packsack" houses are family 
units; portable in every respect. " Multi-packs" are units that· 
allow se\ era I couples to live as a tribe and bring up their chil
dren in a communal atmosphere. 

The frame of reference, the structural grid upon which 
Lhe idea of wing Citv re ts, provides upport for Lhe capsu
late emironment . In addition to Lhis are loosely defined 
communit) en·ices. Needles to av. duplication of faciliue 
is to be avoided and concentration of sen;ces for orne faCili
ties will be nece ary. Becau e of Lhe instant reaction of com
puterization there Mll be lmle need for centralization. How
ever, power upplv and dt posal facilities all become 
concentrated and in tantaneous. Bulk food, information. 
media, etc. w1ll be available from a centre source and pro
cessed on the way to " inter-facilities". These inter-facilities 
will pro"ide availability at the press of a button to the in
dividual. 

Keeping in mind diversity, centralization is to be 
avoided. It may not be neces ar) to provide defined areas to 
specific funct1on . Because of our familiarity ,~;th a frag
mented way of life, we are too read) to accept the use of 
segregated functions. Swing City will avoid fragmentation . 
For instance, the uni\cr ll} or Lhc chool is recogmzcd a an 
integral pan of our wa} oflife within e\erydav activities. Thi 
is manife ted not b~ allocating pecific space to the umver
sitv, but rather bv allowing dialogue, instant availabilitv of m
formauon and media to become a wa) of life. 

In th•s cit} state of idealism, Swmg City expects utmo t 
responsibilit\ from its nti7en . The citizens derive their 
power from their ability to need less. It is not necessary for 
Lhem to be goaded b) the promise of the "mostest" 01 the 
"greatest" . What power grabs may appear possible would 
probably be dowc;ed by a spontaneous collective ··opting 
out" in the SJ.Hrit of '' this 1s simply not what we need" . 

Swing Cit} depends upon the mformaJ and spontaneous 
interaction of people bemg people. The more happenings 
that occur through pontancous mtcraction. the richer \\111 
become the live<; of all the C1ti1cns. 

A population that is spirituall} self-sufficient and indt·
pendent of gadgetc:c:nng: this is the prem1se upon wlm h 
Swing Cit) i'> proposc·d. It is 'aid that this i'> idcali<;m .md 1s 
impractical, but how do we knO\\? This idealism has nt'H'r 
been tried. 

Rogn Krmbll' u a fnnrlllllll{ llrrllllrrt 111 l 'ancouvn-. 


