
ON UTOPIA TODAY 

En TfJtlant la t'lllr contnnporaint tt tn dimt•ant un programmt 
dL chan~mmt. l"iJJ/t ulopiqut dnimt part~ intigralt d "unt pmsit ar
chzudumlt d'avant-(artk. Ln trision ulOfJUlUL SI' .soum dr la socuti, 
mau :saru toutifou tnlrtr m contact at'tC sts condrtioru tariits. uttt 
tllSwn JOIU un rolt mtiqut tt h!roiqtJL. !magi nit, tilt n 'tst pas rlalult 
mau u mamftJtt a trat m tin trat aux rlduit.s, fractwru dr ultL mimt 
m.non. 

~lanife.,ting a rejection of the comemporai) city and il
lustrating a programme for the fonn of its replacemem, the 
idea of utopia has been integral to progres ive architectural 
thought. With a di,LinCU\-C clarity of vision, the utopian 
propo,al al\\"3\- denotes a concern for ociety without the 
nece' it\ for a direct contact "'ith its condnions. Indeed. rest
ing nut~ide the phere of daily ae1ion • a utopian po~ition 
maintain both a critical and in pirationaJ function. The 
purit ,. and \- igour of an articulate utOpian proposal defines a 
conscien<"e for the e:xi ting cit~. affecting ir own id<.-a of it elf. 
h~ clarit~ of,; ion propo es the results of an imagin<·d, hut 
ne\ er to be achiMed de5tiny-a hidden manife5t'' expressed 
and tran lated by other wor : fragment ofits f,wn vrsion. It 
i the internah1cd nature of the UltJfHan conscmn whif h. by 
ddining its own boundaries and limiting the ;;sw;;s (Jf drHus-
ion, intcn rfics it n,le and \41ue. A V>rtKirJus lJthcr, a \it·w 

of utopia p<Hit ;;s de--.-r \iew ,,f dl'' wntemfKJt4ry r,( icty •md 
it cit throu~h it "cry rej ·aaon t1f rhem. 

~ot free of inh :-r :nt d..ngcr, t.owt..."\er, tht• t:X41(S(t•r-.rNJ 
darit) of :.. uropian Pf'titum, r 'cs "''Y fM UA triric .. t u,Jc·, 

i .. oon n ~ttte a nt-w t)r .. nny. ·ne ''''lgl~tnt• utripr .. n ,,,,,;li,m 
l proct.~im~ <~ J''urn•:) toward• 411 id .... 1 t~_.tt·, ~hit h. t~ttc , . 
~ re<tched, p.-r4doxt(~ll) t>t:u1met .,.,t,l•·, ·nut fin;,l thtit·ty, 

! thcoretk41l) _. tH_-u,~ orw, ex.ttt• •• .. f•,nu ,,f tiJCI4!tt,rahttJ, 
J both <trdticectur41 .. nd ~J<.14l, (; mUUUt (t·d thttJUglr a 
~ progrc "e d):rLamJ , dlit WJ,JX>Kdly t;eru~''leru dtt ,.,,,,r-
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ship no longer aJJo,,s the progres 1\'e spirit Loco-exist'' ithm 
iL Conscience becoming dogma. the new 'is10n of 'ociet \ 
penens itself into us own pri on. the return to Eden becom
ing a journey into mghtmare. The utopia of rhomas ~1ore 
strike us as a valid and '' im comment on hi 'iooet'. btu not . . 
as a \Cl] imeresung world to !J,e in. 

Alwavs tronger when le s defined. any concern for uto
pia begins to oppre as oon a it Lakes on a comprehcnm c• 
phvs1cal existence. ArchitcclUre, through its dcfiniuon of the 
phy ical world. seem destined to suffer from th1s paradox. 
Anempting to express a new freedom, its \en existence be
gins to comtruct the next pnson. Perhaps fundamental to 

this problem is the position of architenure. su,pended be
tween soctal and an"uc polaritie . The <,uccess of a par11cula1 

arti'itlc \i~wn, m terms of it' influl'nce on the \,·orl<; of other,, 
often render' the original '>Oual posruon redundant, the ex
isting city ne,,, a tyr.tnn\ of u, m' n maling. The ext,tence of 
,\ f issi,<;auga male-. the appreciation ol the vitalit~ of Le Cor
bu!">icr'c, 1'11/r Rad,rwl' diflinrh. 

"Jl1e alic·nating. and \omc•,,h,u banal nalUre of our ron
tc·mporJry urban condition ic,, hcH\eVN. not 'o much then:
sult uf mi,gtlldt'd utopian 'I \IOU\ a' it i' of tlu:ir 'UJWI f1nal 
and 'l<·nmcl-h.llld .rpplir.uwn llw n ·al failun.· lit.·-. tn the 
rc•ading of .1utopr.111 manift.·,to ,,.., il it \H'I e an .tc tual pwpo,al 
lot CfHnprdH 11\IH' ,u tionr.ulu.·1 than an eh."ml'llt ol a 'pcnf1c 
c 11111 ,,J J>O'IIIWII A',, H 'lilt \H" haH· llw '" ing of dogm.t, ead1 
move mc·nt to dduw ll'>ellmu\ttt•jt.·c t tlw accompJi,hm<.'nt' ol 
it, uumNh.tlt pt C"Cic·c l'\\01' in tlll' pr <.·l(·n·rH <.' I or ,, purt.·r 
Will Id . In hoth Ill<' 1111111 ;..,. .md ht,tur ic 1st' isiom, the ''mplilt
c <~I i1111 and 1.11 t IH ,Ill Oil of 1 Ju.• im .• ~t· tlt.'t l'''an lot the c oht·l-
1'111 y of ,, pole nuc po,ition ht'Ulllll'' tht• douunant katuH' 
t/llf 1• rlw 11111p1.111 c CIIIC t'lll P·"'t'' 1111o I mm. In .tnt.•ptlng thi' 
I !,11 it)' oiS if 11 \\ C I C' ,1 C Oil t ioU\ J>l UJ>O,,tJ of 'I\ Jc, till' cll'c IJ>Il'' 
11f I olt h fHJ Si tiolltl ivi,IJi\t•tfll' ))1)\H'I of lfw Otlglll.tl ,t,lll'llll'lll. 



''A view of utopia posits a clear view of the 
contemporary society and its city through 
its very rejection of them.'' 

Rare are the mastcrc; \\ho can endow the utopian viston wtth a 
poeuc hcan. a llo'' ing the work to transcend its own polem
ic'>. 

This deri\ative de\elopment of , ·alid utopian po iuom 
undennine\ thetr ongmal purpose of makmg a commentan 
on cxistmg <>ocict\. llowe' er, the message expreo;sed 1 
nonethde\s \altd On the o n<.· hand. the built forms re ulung 
from a hl\torinst JH>sllwn sen e to remind us wh\ progre ~ 
wa-; necessaq in the flr\1 place . On the other hand, the form'i 
of each brave new world make us despair of am cultural fu
ture whatsoever ... A n<.'w ci' ilitation i · a lways being made: 
the state of' a flair~ that we enJm toda' illu~tratc!o what hap
pens to IIH' asp1ratiom of each age for a be11er one." 1 

This is not to '><\\, however. that utopian thought ha' no 
mcntm an·hitet tme. \\'hat is <ll fault'" the simple appltcauon 
of a general utop1an position. not the discrete denu·nts of Its 

mamfec;t ,uion-.. Architecture i-. a .:;uh-utopian act. creating 
fragments of a utoptan 'i'1on desuned to be intcnnmgkd 
with otlwr lhtgmt•nts, .tll ,,ithinthe fi·amcwork of the t•xistmg 
cit'. I he' italit' olth" comp1l.tuon form , not .1 utopia, but .1 

culture. lhe architect m<.· of utopia. a., a minorosm of a dif'
fen' lll wo1 Id. ha-. ' .tltdll \ o nh throu~h its ju,tapO,lliOII to it-. 
nmlplemt.'lll-1 he J>l l'S('I\t Ut\ . rhe l OUfl\,\1 d d~<llll'>t till' 
street, the walled g.11 tkll and mona,ll'n. tlw t'llll dr1 of l\ftc.•, 
\lilt d<.·1 Rolw. the CH\ of the CaptiH· Globc-<•ath t•midll'' 
the Ul) through a tontl.t't ,,ith it, not b, aqt•tung lt' ext,t
CIItC. Cn:a ting .1 world of hlterccl rcalll\ and cl1n't tcd p<"rn•p
liOil. tltt· .udlltt'< lUll' of utopl,l ma\ t"'"t ,,, a nwt.tphoa lot a 
pa1.H.l1~c.· . 1>111 t .111not he uncle1 ~tood a~ a Jlll''tTIJ>IlOil loa ,, 
llt'\\ OIH' . " \\ l' J1l, l\ bellt' \l' th.ll ll (liiOJ>l.l) l'Xl,h. hut Ill pt.ll 
llt l' 11 i' .1 '' oald not to 'l'l', bur to \t'l' 1)\ , an tlllmnung po\H' r 

t ath<.·r th.111 an ohJl'ttiH· go.tl to ht• 0111ained."2 

All that a concern for civili1ation can direct us to do. is to 
impro' e such cinhz.nion a\ \H' ha' e for '-'C can imagine no 
othcr.5 

\\'hat i not pre'ientl) \olid in <trchitecture i the compre
hensn e rejecuon of an existing ~on et) nece' at") for a coher
ent utopian position. I he rclall\e fi.tilut e., of both the mod
eanil>t and ht~tono'>t po\llton,, and their conceptual 
~tmilariues. neg-ate!> the nec<.'<,'\ll\ of takan!( .,ides in a debate 
long ince futile. ahation no longer lie~ 111 clear minded rc
\Oh. but in a form of urrender Our true ft11ure m the redas
CO\C'n of the existing '' orld-not ,m uncon-.cJOul> paruopa
llon. btll an actiH' acceptance.: .md t·ngagcmem. l'ha'i 
acccpt.mce doe not bland one to the aht•n•Hton of the mod
ern world. but it lll<l' point lO mean' (or tran,ccnding it . It '' 
onh through the whole heaated .trn•ptann of the cxi,tm~ 
\\Orld , for betlt't or wor c. that a ne'' path" pm.,ahlc, a\oid
mg n mn m for a bcne,·olcnt ''-epuc.a'm lL '' tht• da,co' en of 
order from "ithin tht· chao' that ''all prm adt.· .1 j u,tific-.lllo n 
for an htteCLUrl'. an impclll' \\ orth C:\pre"ing 111 form . l'to
pia. 1f tl ha!. am 'alue tod,n . ~~ to bl' found in 'ome fonn or 
othct m the "otld th.lt l'\.l't '· "'a h ·ll~nwnt of ddtght \\ ithin 
the ch.to' or a ,,, cr.tek m tlw .11 motll of b.malil\. ' I he roil' uf 
arrhllt'< tu re: 1' to d1't OH' I thc:'l' dc.mt•nt-.. to aJim, tht·m to 
bn:atlw .md toR" e tlwmfmm. Fm tt 1' not great!\ difficult to 
am.t~lllt' a dlflc.•rt•nt ''mid-\\ hat I' lll'll'''·'n i' to find .1 

llll'<lll'> to unagim: and ton,ltllll .1 ht•llt.'l one 
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