
BR.-\\'1:-. \;1:.\\' llOL E 
b' Robc.-rt Platt , Can Hasler, and Paul Anderson 

l.rs autturs d, ut arwlt lOnl trou itudwnll dr prmiiu annlt du 
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Toda} '. ociet} is at once progre:o. ive. fickle, trend
follo\\.ingand highly mobile. In the space often )ears, almo t 
an farnil} will experience wide sw;ng in space need , per
'onaltaste , and requirements. Whether the) know tt or not, 
uch a family, ~traight-jacketed by ats tudwall-dT) wall- tucco 

hou c. fair! cream for cheap and 
quad. fkxibality: a hou e 

which w·ill accommodate 
changes ,,;th little or no di ruption 

of the inhabitant · Ji,es. 
The traditional house was wholislic. in that the tructure 

ened as both interior and exterior expre sion and wa inte
gral w-ith an} contained systems (i.e fireplaces, venting win
dow· .. ). A new sen;ces became necessan· (i.e. plumbing, 
electricity, communication, central heatmg), the} \\'ere shoe
homed into existing wall and ceiling types to presen·e the 
traditional appearance. The resulting house is dums) and in
flexible, in that changing or mO\mg any one ystem or com
ponent require radical urgerv followed by finicky, labour
intenshe co metic repairs. 

A trul} contemporary house must be atornistic, w;th com
ponents as independent as possible so that changing one 
doe_ not require di turbing the olhers. The components can 
be separ.ned into three types: 

A. Struc:tu:ral Base Layer: both structural and v.eathel""kin 
on the exterior, space-di,;ding on the interior. 

B. Expression Skin: CO\oers both surfaces of the base lay
ers, both on surfaces of the base independant: (i.e. 
"bolt -on"). 

C. Service Network: (i.e. plumbing, 'entilation, elec
tricity , communications) - penneates the interior 
space, enabling access to an) point; linked to exterior 
mains through a command centre. 

All of these components would be accessible and flexible. 
Howe\ cr. this does not require that services be exposed or 
.. expre<~ ed," o long as they can be easily accessed. The 
Structural Ba: e La} er can even be of a comentional con-
truction type as long as it is sufficiently flexible towards 

~ c~ng~ and ~d_di_tions, and is not dependent on the expres
::i o;aon km for ngJdtt) or weatherproofing. The express1on stun 
J is the most indi,iduali~tic, customised component, changing 
y from room to room, from time to time, and even being " un
; bolted" and taken to the new house when the family moves. 
::: A design based on lhis new attitude will result in a house ! Oexiblc enough to accomodate the changing needs and 
t d~ires of the truly· contemporary person. This new house, by 
j its very flexibility, can avo1d the mevitable obsolescence 
: which plagues current forms . 
.... 
~ Robtrt Pia tu, Gary lfrultr, and Paul Andtr~on art fir$ I )far mas-
" lf'TJ $ludntu of ar(hJU(IUTt attiJ, Univm it) of Mamtoba. 
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