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Today's society is at once progressive, fickle, trend- J I “ S H 3 H l v H ‘ 1 {I NU —' k, .\"'*

following and highly mobile. In the space of ten years, almost
any family will experience wide swings in space needs, per-
sonal tastes, and requirements. Whether they know it or not,
such a family, straight-jacketed by its studwall-drywall-stucco
house, fairly screams for cheap and
quick flexibility: a house
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gral with any contained systems (i.e. fireplaces, venting win-
electricity, communication, central heating), they were shoe-

homed into existing wall and ceiling types to preserve the ’ 3 d I\ .l. Q r é I -' o I 3 :_J i'. h
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traditional appearance. The resulting house is clumsy and in-

flexible, in that changing or moving any one system or com- BH l é ( 9 N 1 _L e 3 H "' v "i 1_!

ponent requires radical surgery followed by finicky, labour-
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A truly contemporary house must be atomistic, with com- . —r

.
¥
i

ind d ibl hat changi e
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be separated into three types: -
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A. Structural Base Layer: both structural and weatherskin H _L .l, V H l BA

on the exterior, space-dividing on the interior.

B. Expression Skin: covers both surfaces of the base lay-
ers, both on surfaces of the base independant: (i.e.
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“bolt-on™).
C. Service Network: (i.e. plumbing, ventilation, elec-
tricity, communications) — permeates the interior

space, enabling access to any point; linked to exterior
mains through a command centre.

All of these components would be accessible and flexible.
However, this does not require that services be exposed or
“expressed,” so long as they can be easily accessed. The
Structural Base Layer can even be of a conventional con-
struction type as long as it is sufficiently flexible towards

g changes and additions, and is not dependent on the expres-
= sion skin for rigidity or weatherproofing. The expression skin
% is the most individualistic, customised component, changing
from room to room, from time to time, and even being “un-
bolted” and taken to the new house when the family moves.
A design based on this new attitude will result in a house
flexible enough to accomodate the changing needs and
desires of the truly contemporary person. This new house, by s
its very flexibility, can avoid the inevitable obsolescence SEAVICE METHOM
which plagues current forms. <ot i
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