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Norman Landry is a student at the McGill School of Arrhitectllre. Thzs proJec t was part of 
a second yt'ar studio conducted by Professor Jeffrey Hannigan, which e-cplored the 
architecture and infrastructurt' of the American interstatl' highway S':>'Stem 
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DISCOVER AMERICA * 

INTRODUCTION 
A hesiegcd tenitory (the landscape). cities sclf
dcstrucung. dcnsification and urban sprawl. the 
question of urhanity or of a domesticated land

scape are m the centre of the debate on archi

tecture and urban design in America ... 

The studio is based on the research of the 
diverse spatial. material and social con
ditions which form the American env1-

_. ronmem today. It is the exploration of 

these 'other' spaces, interstitial lands. ba
nal and forgouen. wh1ch may permit the discovery 

of 'real' Americas ... 

For it IS here that a problem exists: many studies and arguments arc 

concerned with the city and ns ultimate realisation, the suburb and the image of 

small town Amenca. or the edge city phenomena. The in-between - the ubiquitous 

space of America -and the difficulty of itS appropriation are not really considered. 

A hypothesis is proposed; the public facility acts as catalyst and connection in changing the direction of 
America! 

Fold Out America Maud Paulin 

Univ~..·r:-.itc de: <,.?ul5hcc a Mont§ 

Trav<.'l Kit Lou1\ Charles Lasnicr 



' J The Changing Direction of A M E R I C A 
Traditionally the public facility and its architectural mfra<>tructurc has anchored our 
understanding of the territory. The sitmg of these structures m the temtory implicitly 
means a strategic action. The cho1ce of a site and the elaboration of a programme (in 
what forms does socml life exist?) are tacucal elements wh1ch begin a process of 
architectural communication. The syntactical and tactile developments of a buildtng 
and its environment are other elements which follow. 

The research on cultural express1on (the changing direcuon ... ) is communicated 
through the realisation of the project. The proJCCt represents through technique. 
spauality. materiality, as well as its relauonship to the landscape. our desire to live 
takmg form. 

The studio proposes the study of the role of the public fac1llty as a structuring ele
ment in a community and territory. as well as the rcalisauon of the archueciUral 
project- tactile, and spatial expressions of our culture. 

*Thrs IS an accou111 of a year long sntdio held (ll UQAM for final _VC<lr srudcnrs. The srudw mdud£d 
sc,·eral Fn:nch eAchange sntdenrs and was conducted by Rm~ei_y Coht·n of Ardu:r 81g City. Monrrcal 

CP Lmes 10 Montreal West Louis-Charles Lasn1er 

~udent Wnt k 


