
Art Deco Arch itecture in Montreal: 

A Visua l Reconstruct ion 

of a Per iod of Effervescence 

Caroline Thomasset-uperriere 

ACCORDING 10 AN old french saying. an image is 
worth a thousand words. But tt i not a simple task to 
use photographs to transmit the essence of an archi
tectural movement. The exerci-.e is more complex than 
it seems, especially when dealing with the history. 

This photographic essay was meant to be expe
rienced as an exhibition. Almost hventy plates were 
grouped under specific themes m order to reach to
wards the essence of Art Deco. The images spoke by 
themselves, leaving space for different levels of in
terpretation within each theme. Thb e.say pre>ent:s 
only a selection of the plates, so it seem<.'<! appropri
ate to give a brief introduction to the complete work. 

A first series of themes introduced at a general 
level the mood in which the Art Deco movement took 
place, suggesting the social values expressed through 
architecture and design: emancipation, the new post
Great-War lifestyle and the new presence of women 
profC!>Sionally; new technology, the fast evolution of 
technology denoted a strong destre to go beyond the 
natural limits of human power; exoticism, the desire 
and the new ways to explore the tmknown, enhanc
ing requests for luxurious and exclusive imports. the 
total look, a global design of the entire lifestyle from 
fashion to architecture, including furniture, jewelry 
and accessories. 

A second series of themes aro:.e from photo
graphs of architectural detail:; taken from extant build
ings in ~lontreal : the constant ambivalence between 
nature and the machine, where architectural orna
ment coru.titutes a materialized \\itnes:. of a Pl%~
stve evolution from organic figurative traditions {Art 

\.oun~au) towan:ls decorati\ e ab~ traction Hreamline 
style and modernism); the metaphorical expressiOn 
of the technological revolution (~peed. communica
tion power and energy) through architectural empha
sis on verticality, geometry .md the Ziggurat 
(zigzaggmg 2-D and 3-D path:ms that recall light
ning). 

And now, let tht' imagl-:: bt>gin their di~ourse! 

Olrolinc 11roma~5d Urf'lt'rrih't, B.Arrh '97, is -tudyzns 
r.\lubrtio11 dtsr~lltl \ fonlll'l71. 
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Frgurt l~ 

I l.avft 1 .An Deco }t!'llief} ~mood T~ 1928 made foe 
~ Helm).~frocn~1neiWI!et.M l:b}elmrv.(K...,.. YorL 
Rizolli, 19$; ~ 

U.er :. Ea!art"s ~Room. inlh Aoor Rtsuurant. 

l..ayf% J: SUich of an ~ml!1g dm6 (1.ucXn ldong.l925) 

':!. ~er 1 TheCharlestcrumage taktn &tm Jaquclinr Bawd0111Ro5s 
W.ur D.-m (MOOimll: M .cord Museum, 1995): 32. 

Lajer= The Yod 1ht2ter ([mmanuel Bnff.1.dcconuar.l938),un
age taken from Dane Lankm. MJIIII'tlll Mot'lt Pl!am; Gual TlttrJ. 
tns of the Go1dm &11 IEU-1938 (\\ aterloo Arcfu•ts oi CanadLUI 
Art.199J): 190. 

3. Lay er 1. r\eo. ledmologie anage ul.en from Jaquclinc lkaudoin 
P.Qss, Ddm D.-m (MooJreaJ McCord Museum. 1995): 9 

la) er 2. ~detail from King building (dm10hshedl 

la) er l The Fem3le Contingrm at the das of 1928, Unit cnity cl 
Toron:o,umg-tal.m&tm Ym IIoft" 1921 J929(JoroniOcGrnlier 
1 

~ Woo's Nirtth floor Restaur.lnl (~«quo Carfu d«orator, 1931) 

5 Bras.s ~ Cf.d&a:r Br.tndl.1922 ltllhe ln!rmce of thr Montreal 
Courthouse .An:>a (f..mest Coon:lrr md s.n « Amos 

6.Aiabaster Urn~ Carlu, 1931) from utm t N n!h Floor Res
ta:mnt 

l UmltlthrmtrmceaiRoyaiYI Ap.!Itmmll!ui!dir1g(I13Hlcrmrd 
St.). 

Lm of Knowll!dge, Dctaa from Unl\t'I'Sili! d Mootrt<..JI't Maan 
Pavilion (F.mrst Connlt'f 1924-1942) 
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9 Poruco of Mon!r'o21 Court.hol&> Annex (Erne< I Cannirr and 5.1, 
&~1~ 

10 Doon. ay dl'taal ir m Robt>rt 'ill!lpsons O..partmtnt Store 
<.bapman and <hk'\ 1930) 

11 !la! Rclid detail lrom L'u Mn;m Conmcr (ErnN COI'I1llef. 1\ll>-
1931) 

12. Bas Rclld detail from the Aid red Buildang I B.uro:!.md BLlck<kl<>r, 
1929) 

13 DctJU of a bra Llmp (l'dgar Br.andt,l'122) an tl\t l!ltranc<' ol tlw 
M<lf'ltll·~l Courthou5e Ann<>x. 

14 AldrL<d liulldang (B.lri'(Jtt and Blacbd{'f, 1929). 

15 Uruvm~ll!deMmm~l \l.unPavilion(l.rm51Comue~; 1'12-l-1'1-12). 

1b Odall from 5nm, don Theatre (f.srun:umd Brifb,decorat<lf 1936) 

li DcbDfromS mpsomO..'f'MimnllSiurc!AJon\a\ (Ch:apmanand 
(h CV, 1930 

1 Dlwlof\'cntaLltlonGr .Oacq~Carlu 1931)Eaton'<9thfloor 
~"Sl.lunnt 

tontrr;aJ Art OKO ddrtu Boo~ 

£:mol (Oflllll'f HOW! 141 cW. Pam AH~ \\<.~ 

MontMll Courthau A~ I I otr< llame St Ea•t 

Slmpton 1:».: p.utmcnt '>t n m SI Olthrrtnc St. \~nt 
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AWred Du ldang:- 'i07 r1.1, d' ATTilCO 
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73 


